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Our Indians of the “outhwest,
Py General 0, 0, Howard,

Puring the year 1872, by direction of President Grant, I made
two trips across the continent for the purpose of Indian peace-mak-
ing, It came about somewhat in this way,

Mr. Vineent Colyver, a recognized friend of the Indian had made,
as a BGovernment offieial, extensive journeys among numerous itribes,
during the preceeding year, some of them reaching to the extreme
Southwest, His reports were elaborate, full of incidents and gave
satisfaction to the peacee-policy advocates, Fut as there were still
numeroug bands roaming through the Territories, the atmosphere was
burdened with complaints, The most noted band, that claimed the ~
famous Coohise for a leader, was still alleged to be in open wars-
His men were preying upon the scattered settlements and extending
their thieving expeditions beyond our boundaries into Mexico.

Father La@g, as the well known friend of the Indian Commission
was ealled, opposed as he was according to his Faith to war, con-
ceived the projeet of utilizing the military arm. He began by pro-
posing to dispatch me, a soldier without arms, to the troubled dis-
triet to bring the Indians to peace., He visited the Honorable Sec-
retary and said: "Why not send General Howard?® The Secretary car-
ried the matter to the President, who replied: ®Yes, certainly,
send him. There is cestwmdmdy no harm in one more trial for peace.”

0f coursec I went.







The sueeess ol the fierst effort,

The first journey began early in March and was by way of San
Praneiseo and the Paeifie, thence via the Gulf of California and
the @olorado River.

The seecond was ghrough Denver, Santa ¥& and across the Territo-
ry of Mlew Mexice, The Tirst expedition had a moderate success, and
was, though less haza®dous, moet important in prelimiénary peace-
measures whieh paved the way fo the second.

After a morith's ranging from %¥ribe 4o tribe in Arizona, to ac-
quain® and become aeguainted 1 suceceeded in effecting a remarkable
field-meetings There were assembled en the Arivipa in the neigh-

torhood of old Camp CGrant, various tribes of Indians, tame and wilﬁ;j.'r
who hated each other, Mexiecan wesidents and white men, mone or 1&35‘
emangipated from edivilized westraints, with the Governor, the terri
%orial officers and United States soldiers.

deveral Apache ehildren, who had been stolen after the Camp=-
Grant massacre ol Indians, were bfourht back and finally arestored
te the tribe fo whizgh-they belonged. Pimas and Papagoes and
Apaches, that had fouglit eaech other-for half a gentury, came to em-
brage after the Indian manner, and mad%{mutnal promises of enduring
peauﬂ,4ég?q_thq moistened GFGHaGf.tLE lﬁﬁknféhﬁﬁ} 8anto, an old
chief with a short neeck and thiek hair, sprinkled with gray, saldi

"Now the eanyons will be filled up and the crooked trails be straight-

ened and 3@Fothed.‘ He set a plece of qitartz in the midst and Yre-







markeds "While this stone lasts, there shall be peace."

Aftc?konsidarable anxions diplomaey and the risk of a midnight
visit to a wild®paghe camp, 1 secured delegates for Washingion.

It was an odd pgrolip. They represented trib8s hundreds of mile
apart and cach t¥ibe spoke a different language. Therc were ten,
ineluding “the I{nterpreter, who was realdy a half<brecdg==EiSsh lean=
ing strongly to the indian aside, His Mexican blood was Indicased
B his name:'ﬂunccpcinﬁj He had spent the greater part of his life
among Indians, 0f the ten, two vwere Pimas, one a 'apago frem
near Tuéson; two Date CGreek Indians and the other five Apaches, dis=

wee T G- Briime
tinguished)b? the givers of mountains where their people roamed.
N\

,kw-&an hundred miles east of the Arivipa, over and beyond jagged
hills and flinty canyons, with trails not yet smoothed by Santo's
\,p;“.:.h-. g e
yropheay\ﬂe find Gamp Apache, Here therFumpany is con@leted“ Here
are the last parting scenecs, so wonderfully :like those among whitep
faees, when a Steam-ship is departing for a lengthy voyage, Indians
had eome in to the post for ratiens, They sat on she grouand, as
malt idudes have always sat and waited, for the distribution of
bread, Therec were many tears and much apprechension at this parting.
Eskeltecela, the eldest Chief, who made me look into his darge
see
gteady eye to see that there was no badness there, drew me to.his
wife and dsughters, and made me explain and promise. 01d Santo

praised me over and over to the ghildren of Wiguel and Pedro to re-

assure their hearts, ¥For be it remembered, this was no light thing,
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this going to Washington. These Indians had heretofore never seen
a telegraph post nor a railway. My old professor Cleveland, the
chemist and geologist, forty years ago saw his first rail-traek and
rail earriage. His eyes sparkled behind his speetacles with new
delight and his Paee wrinkled into a wondering smile at the sight.
Pt he shook his head and deeclared:" I'm t00 old, ¥F'1l1l not risk it
So mever did he ride, except in his own well tried chaise, from the
Androscoggin to Bosten, What was the risk of the venturesome
E%neas, who only journeyed from Troy by the way of the African
coast to Italy, to these prospeetive three thousand miles tlirough
vast regions, to them unknownf? I did not wonder at their fears but
at their simple confidence in a white man's promise of a return.

Pesides the Indianzs, we here added 4o the party the Arizona Su

perintendent Dr., Bendell and Mr. Cook, «the Pima Indian teacher,

These with Gaptain Wilkinson, my Aide de Camp, the drivewms of the
(PR i o) Legl - '171_,(_,. o et

wagons and a Tew soldiers Y .

far eonvevyances were an old lofty six male wagon, Br. Bendell'S
four mule ambulance and a few saddle horses.

Y¥ow behold our improvised chariots with Indian outriders. Ve
go from “Apache® that green plateaﬁg snuggled away among the Hierratr
taking up our sastward march,

Ouar first camp is made where there is a glade-like opening in

the almost contimous forest, "Apache men mast nof weorkl® So

gays half blind Miguel as he bends hisg solitary eye on me, when I
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begin to gather sticks for the camp fire, *We must all work," I
reply, "Take the hatchet and gome and help me, Miguel," " 4 8h
no work, white t8t8h no work,* "I am as big a t8tAh as you are
Biguel,™ I laughingly rejoin, Thereupon he joins me half in spors,
and the rest follow sait. This was the first lesseon, Fefore long
he wounld spring to anticipate me in this kind of choring, One should
have been there to have seen these wild faces as the appliances of
civil‘n&tion new %o them, from time to0 time dawned upon them,

ATter the fire was started and gooking well begun, a square
piege of canvass, like the fly of a tent was spread upon the ground
and a plate with knife and ferk put into position for e;ch guést,
0f epurze I was the host and sat at head of this lowly table, The
easiest position was oross-legged, like the tailor on his bench.
Some of the Indians squatted, some leaned sideway and forward like
the diseiples in the picture of the Supper and some of the white
men kneeled, ATter the viands were placed, it was difficult to
resist the gall of appetite t+ill the shortest Grace had been said.
Scon the preliminary reverent uncovering of the head, became a
potent sign. We mlso, rather awkwardly at first began the
uses of those knives, forks and spoons, Pedro, for éexample, who
acquired peld#d4e processes fastest, would spear the slice of b}ead
with his fork, while yet he took the meat in his fingers, Lowis of
the Pimag, who apoke four languages and whose broad braids of hafrf

shining blaek, hung %o hig galves and the demire cld Santo ware
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obliged to hai):? preserve their equanimity,derable meal-time exten
!

sion. My Sabbath drill was for awhile a little
irksome, It was I think at the end of the second day, when the
order was given to halt till Monday, The restless Miguel came to
me, mounted on his gray pony and with a Chinaman's brevity said:!
*Miguel go - his house ; eome back," Mr. Cook shook his head and
long haired Louis said?! *No more Miguell‘ Three days afterward,
when we had emerged from the forest, and had entered upon those
vast over-land stretehes of the tree-less wilderness we caught sight
of a supple horseman ridinqb at an angle toward our party, As soon
as he was near enough for reeognition, I was glad to hear the doubt=
ing Douis savi “He aqud Apache Miguell™ It was indeed Miguel, true
te his word. This return was the more gratifying to me as an ecarnes
proof of the gonfidence whiech I wished to Tepese in these indians,
I have trugted Indians and white men and have been betrayeds Who
has not®# Still, until I lese all faith in man, I shall not cease
to tegt the prinaipler that has usually worked well:i that, Trust be-
gets ttust, The exeeptions may be numbered on the fingers, whereas
the rule is abiding.

A maddy stream and a clear spring.

I shall not soon fofget the second Sabbath, We were ncarfthat
raddy stream in Mew Mexieo called the Puereo. -A little abandened
hut, the only sign of habitation, was hastily cleared of the dust
and rubbish that other sojourners had left on the floors; a fow

sticks for firewood, after much searc&rwere gathered and the provi-
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gioms unpacked and brought in; but soon our men reported that the
animals would not drink the water of the ereek. Then the white men
were vexed at me for halting there. The little town, but a few

amd boad
miles ahead, was across the Rio Grande, I a fervghwas zaid to be
running.l The plaee was full of whiskey and I dreaded exceedingly
the spending a night and a day where the temptations would be so
rreat to the Indians, the drivers and the soldiers. Therefore I
persisted in remaining at the Puerco.

At night we set aside pails filled from the creamy stream,
hoping that the water-mud would settle, Put in the morning the wa-
ter had not clearedy It was 4311 such a elayey perridge that no-
kedy aemld drink it. The thirsty horseg pawed the brink and catche
ing the hateful stuff in their lips held their noses high in air
rejegting it with their own pecguliar indignant prut&st. But for-
funately, for my peaee of mind Ooncepgion and Anteneto, the young
Pima ghief, while wandering ewver some rogcky ground came across a
natural basin of elear water, The anxietv was over and we were
fairly supplied,

There is nothing more effeetive in winning the temporary good
behavior of savagetor unruly men\than to bring them under the influe
enge of a simple religious service. Mnd a permanent foothold re-
sults in behalf of civilization, if the soul is thus brought by di-
vime help intn:?egenerated condition,

Mrs, Browning besutifully savs:

*And, not to work in vain™ (one) "must comprehend







Huamanity, and so work humanly,
And raise men's bodies still by raising*souls,
A3 God did, first,®
The harvest is consequent upon the seed-sowing. In keep-
ing with this faith we held a brief service, C(Captain Wilkinson
gave yeast to the mixture of talk and Seripture by the richness of
his voice in song. Once he sang “the cleansing fountain". After
his closing sdesimg verse:
"When we've been there ten thousand years,
Erirht shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun.”
I noticed that Pedro, who certainly could not have under-
gtood the words, was in tears, He arose, went straight to the Cap=
tain and folded him in his arms, saying with a softened voice:

*Bueno, bueno!® It was about the only Spanish word that he could

utter. Anﬁthnr ineident ocecurred here illustrative of the quiek-
ness of outward conformity to technical usage. I have mentioned
Mr. Cook, the Pima teacher. He was a German by birth, served as a
gsoldier during our war, for a portion of the time in the Southwest
in the neighborhood of these Indians.

He became religions while a soldier. After his discharge he
worked awhile in Chiecago. Fut his ardent mind found no rest. The

impression was upon him that he rmst return to Arizona and teach
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t+he Indians so ag to bring them to a knowledge of Christ. So he
did, He worked his way back in his powverty making a remarkable
journey with little money, of more -than three thousand miles. We
found him esondugting two gchools among the Pimas and Marieopas.
Like all suwecessful miggionaries he first learned the language of
the people that he designed to instruet, So that now MF. Cook
talked quite freely with Lounis in the Pima language.

The imcident to which I referred was this: Louis, en this
Satbath of the Puereo, had been drawn into a dispute with some of
pur party and after a time begame Impatient, fretful and then sElkyas
Tor this gonduet Mr, Cook reproved him, He theré&upon becgame angry.
I ealled him to me and asked: “Rouis, what's the matter” *I'm goigg
back®, he replieds "What for#® "Teachey dont treat me vipghit, he
ingults mey, He say - Bouis no Christiand*

Pogtor Bendell, who was a jew, then Inquired into the serious
trouble and sucdeeded in adjmsting “the diffienlty, Louls" tributq
thus given to his christian progress was indeed of a meager and
doubtful character, vet it is gsomething gained when an Indian e¢an

be insulted by being ealled reproachfully "no Christian,”

€rossing the Rio Grande,
I had congiderable dread of this great riwer, One of the most
yigorous of my West Point elassmates, Licutenant Davant in attemt-
ing tc eross this river with his horse, was carried away by the

oyerwhelming foree of the current and drowned, The difficulties
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of the passage when the water was high were proverbial in the army.
#t this time the Rio Grande had risen far beyond its usual bed and
was as gwift in its flow as the Mississippi,

As we approached the bank oppesite the little town of Albuquers
que the Indians were full of wonderment as to our crossing the flodd
when presently they caught sight of a flat-boat coming with great
swiftness from a point high up the other shore. It landed below us
and was dragged by ropes back to our positioh. @An oceurrecnce heres,
which game necar resulting in a fatal blow, made this ferriage meme
orable. We had in our party, going East with us, a young wan of a
peeuliar temperament, Tall, lank and sombre, and having his mind
replete with stories of wonderful adventure, he invariably shaded
his yartis, of which there were many to tell, with a dark and gloomy
coloring. He was dubbed ™Dismal Jeems®, It required close pack-
ing to get all of our company on board the flat-boat. As I stepped
from the Bhore, I saw "Pismal Jeemg™ standing close to a mulé near
what the Detroit Free Pfess would call "the south end" of the animale
The young man's apprehensions of a dismal naturc were doubtless
aroused when the boatmen were pushing that ungertain eraft into the
swurrent, but never for onc moement did he suspeet trouble frem that
quiet smle who was standing demurely with steady upright ears so
near him, Just how, no one could tell, whether with one foot er
with two - it was ungertain - but something struek poor Jeems below

t4he breast, when he turned a quick summersaunlt into the waters,
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“Tuekily ¥t was on the shore side - for in a mimate he was reseued;
erying ocut lustily as he emerged and regained the deck with dripping
garments: "0h, dear, Oh, dear, help me!? This inecident added anoth-
er link to our Jeems' dismal ehaina Those naughty Indians, savage,
as they were, would clap their hands, bend their flexible bodies anj
laugh, remorselessly erying: "Jondaisie tonejudah.® (the mule bad. )

The flat-boat gould only reach a sandbar about two thirds of
the way aerosgs, then followed the wading with a horseman for a pi-
lot. One wagon was stalled and many important articles lest. The
miles wallowed in the mad beneath the shallow water and often sank
in the quicksands so that it was with great difficulty that they
were saved Irom drownings We were indeed in a sad plisght when we
reached our camp a little outside of the town. ANnd to add to omr
misfortunes the wvery Adisaster that I had feared came upon us, Part
of the men, ineluding the driver of my own wagon became¢ c¢razy with
liguor, Put to my satisfaction the Indians kept the promise, which
thev.dad made me, not to deink, Even Coneepciom, who had an almost
uncontrollable thirst for the insane beverages restrained himself
at“Albuquerque,  In gonseguence, at Santa P& which we shortly after
wigited, he compensated himself for his abstinente, and showed usg
most plainly what effeet abundant fire-water could produece upon
indian blood. From spasms of sereaming to spasms of laughter, from
praving and begging to fieree eursing, in briefy the Fapid and Gon=
tinuouns transiftions frowm seeming pood nature to bad blood were both

ludierous and terrifies This finally ended in the ﬁsual besotted
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stupidity. Miguel and the other Indians watehed and held him £ill
his dArunkeén sleep relieved their guard. They here too kept to theigp

premised sobriety,
The first Rail Road.

Pueblo was on our route, It was the termimus of our stayping,
for herc began the Pénver and Santa F& narrow guage Rail Road. As
we meared the town we suddenly eame mapon the track. The Indiang
ran to the track roafl and sat down beside the curious  frame-work;
timidly and euriously they felt of the spikes whieh fastencd the
iron rails; looked long at the freight and cattle gars,; which were
standing near at hand, and then, like ohildren after the first sur-
prise of new gifts, elapped their hands with great glee, Soon the
#rain excites additional surprise as it baeks slowly to the terminug
to take us aboard, The papty files slowly inte the small goaches
and takes seats, two and two. I was astenished myself at the evi-
dent terror the Indians manifested.,. They fairly erouched betwcen

*he high backs, put down their heads and govered their darkening

fages with their hands, ™¥Fhat's the matter now, Eskeltccelat™

The interpreter translates the old man's affrighted reply: "He've
said we'll go with you, We've given you our whole hearts and we
will go where you go!* "Put what makes them so queer, Concepecion®™
"hy, sir, they are afraid.¥ After a few miles of the safe and

easy riding they straightened up and began to take acceounts of the
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hills and mountains. The fear was allayed and gave plage to other

emot ions,
WMew Yorks Philadelphia. Washington.

Yew wonders opened before them as towns became larger and more
frequent, and the size, variety and grandeur-of their structures
inereased, The climax of surprise was reached in New York City;
not in the magnitude of that cosmopelitan eity; mot iIn the throng-
ing multidudes, nor the beautiful buildings; not in the Central
Park, which they visited whose abundant ¢ellections and natural ob-
jeets delighted them; nor in the foreet of shipping, the like of
whiech was beyond their wildest dream; no, it was om beholding, for
the first tim%,onc eyed Miguel with twoe eyes, being apparently re-
stored to sigh®, An artificial eve had been prepared and introduced
inte his poor vacant secket. ¥t was indeed so like the real eye as
to defy any but the elosest serutiny.

The Indians in Philadelphia visited the Park, the Girard Col-

lege, the manufacturies, the many ammsements and were made happy

there as all strangers are by the cordiality and notice of the peo-
ple, but they paid their most marked attention to the Penitentiary.
They walked up and down the different galleries, These branch out,
l1ike the spokes of a wheel in horizontal position, from the central
hall, The Indians as they sauntered along stopped to gaze through
the grating and were filled with compassion for the inmates, Fefore

leaving the building Miguel came to me with the interpreter, He
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had a wery solemn aspcets He said: “Is there one man confined in
here who is innocent of any crime? If there is sueh a one, I want
to spesk “to him, For I was once taken prisoner and carried to
Santa & and kept in prison for a year. I was innocent of any crimes
I was very sad and lonely then., I dont want anmether man to bhe se
unhapp¥ ©

Next came the Washingston visit, Here a week was put in to good
purpose,. We had glimpses at the myriads of euriogities at the
Capitel and other puhlic edifices, We saw the great father and
his first and second friend with whom the Indians would always have
te do. We looked at the Mavy Yard and the Vashington Arsenal ,whose
big gunsg and little ones have taken tlhie heart from so many other
delegations from savage life, We took our way to schools, uni-
versities and churehes, but nothing imparted such rieh enjoyment as
our vigit to the cellejge of the deaf-mates. PFor here bright eyed
bove quiekly established their sigh communigation with the Indianu.
They all rivaled the boys in their curious imitation signs. The
bear, the cat, the dog, the horse and what not were successively
caricatured by the oddest, most expressive motions. The Indians
were greatly entertained and often afterward mentioned these boys,
"who talked with their hands and arms.,”

Howhin July 1 made m% préparvations for the zecond trip.
I will defer an acgount of it %o the next paper, It has been my
fortune sinee my Tirst entry into the Government serviee to have

much to do with the Indians, 01ld Eskeltecela expressed a thought
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one day ag I talked with him, *White men seem to think Indians

are all alike, There are good ones and bad ones,™ Terue eneugh,

In their savage warfare when age and sex are never spared by them
frem demoriac owtrage, all inteinsic geodness may well be doubled

or denied by the people who suffer, Yet when peage cemes, and goad
will has won wupon them, the wvery same men, who were demons in war,
have become children, Win their confidence and change their semls,

Therr $he vietory is won, ,
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