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Lo WIBLIAM T. SHERMAN,

Nes /0L, E€lass 18340,
Pied February l4th ilil nt‘;Hew Yerk €Gity,

smvnecse Aged Tly s=ccccn.

@enceral Sherman was bern at hneuter, ®hie, February S$th 183e.

He entered t he Academy at West Point, having received the appeint~

ment te a cadetship threugh his representative in Cengress the Hen.
Themas Ewing ef @hie, July 1st 1836.

He grasduated July 1st 1848, ani was made 8d Lieutenant in the

-
$i Artil lery. Seme of his classmates have attained_natienal

A
among them @&enerals Themas, m }!}g‘\\;, Yan Vliet, ®etty, Shepherd,

Wallen and C€eleonels Kingsbury and Whiting.
:" FEg et — /—.n"ehe Southern side was

everal made their mark in the Rebel li-n%lanaral Richard S.

Ewell whe cemmanded a Cenfederate Corps at Get tyn‘hur‘.’ Sherman

stood 2t graduatieon Ne. & in general standing-}

mh at West Peint indicated ability ef ne cemmen
erder, but he appears te have had ne ambition at that time feor
effice or rank. .
bieutenant Sherman's first utati-_r_l_,af‘ter the usual graduatien
lan'ru)waa at Geverner's Island. Yery seon he was placed in com=-
Illnd"-f a cempany ef recruits whieh he took te St Augustine, Fla.,™
where he first met the fameus Braxten Bragg. Sherman and Bragg

subsequently became warm friends and there was little personal dis-
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2.
savemunt,thnu;h they feught against eaeh ether during the Heig_]_;;
lien.

Sherman next leund himselfa t Fort Pieree, Fla. Here Dieck
Tayler and Stewart Yan Vliet were his cempaniens. All the ri:i: ex~
perience that se many distinguished men ef eur larﬂgmei hara__j_.___,‘

i

ameng the Indiana and the her:ln_&ﬁhemn garnered {f§

i
L

He teuched here and 'lher?as duty shifted his p'st:’till final-
ly he settled demn for abeut five years at eld Port Moultrie, Char-. .
lesten Harber. From this pest an impertant detail en a Ica_:l'u-

amining herse cla.ilil:'ﬂlrr:lei him threugh the Northern ayi Central
- f‘}h (_;._f,..-*-,ﬁd“';"--‘-{ .

parts ef Geergia and Alabama. e
He had a tmpumydﬂtﬂﬂﬂenj! at Augusta, ®a., and was neces-

sitated at ene time to ride threugh a portion ef Seuth Carelina en

herseback, These Jcm;n'rl,-ith his hunting and fishing alf::perii’bia:nﬂ|l

ceupled with his extensive acquaintanship with rln:l]it;t this time

T e 2 “_..-..--—"'-'_—..__
gained in the Seuth, especially fitted him for these Seuthern cam-

paigns twenty }'éurn later that attached te his name.

e

The Mexiecan I'ar‘, whi#h*h n to darken the herizen feund him en

recruiting duty fer his regiment, gathering men frem Pennsylvania
and ®hie with Headquarters at Pittshburg, Pa. Ardently desiring
active service as seen as the cenfliet was joined, the War Pepari-
ment in answer te his applieation sent him te Califermia.

The 14th ef July 1846, with his cempany,he teok passage by the

Us S« Sh "Lexingten®; Captain Tempkins, lLieutenants Halleek and

Ord were seme eof his wmpani-nm
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The ship arrived at Menterey, Cal., January 26, 1847. Already
Frement and Kearney had reached t hat ceast. Kearney assuming cem-
mand ef the Degpartment seen after Shermman's arrival made him (Sherm
man) Aide-de~Camp. A little later upen Kearney being relieved by
Celenel Masen, Sherman was masde A. A. A. &,, of the Pepartment.
When @eneral Persifer F, Smith erganized his larger Divisien ef the
Coast, Sherman became his Adjutant @ensral, ef c.urs:,iith the rank
of 1st Lisutenant.

His career during this first visit te Califernia was a curious
mixture of civil and military runctlt. After the discevery of
the geld ninea.&f—t he seldiers had nearly all deserted, seversal
of the -fficeruﬁmn’: them Shamn‘tuh brief leaves of absence.

Puring these he tried his hand at mining, trading but prinei~
pally suﬂu;rinl)wi th censiderable success. He received much cred-
it at this time fer diplematic talent in settling effieial dAiffi~

oo

cu]tian.}\far his quieckness of apprehension and knowlesdge of law,and
fer his administrative ability. He received the brevet of Captain
fer meriterious services in €alifernia during the Mexican War, May
30, 184S8.

September 20th 1850, after having returned te the Rast, he was
premoted te a Captainey iy the Ceormissary Department, and statiened
at Jefferson Barracks, Me. Fer three years he gave himselfl mainly
te Cemmissary duty. The acquaintanee that he thus gained with the

metheds ef Iup'.lfinl an Amy were afterwards of incalculable ser-

viee te him.
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Te @ man ef his sanguine temperament and nerveus cnarl:r.,' pﬁ-
; ‘&ﬁ-tu-t‘--
mo tien naﬂt-u slew and preospects teo uninviting, se receiving an
effer in a business epening, he went aghin te Califernia, beceming

the business manager of the Califernia branch eof Lucas _Turner and

s

@o., of St Leuis, Me. In Califernia amd lastly in New York while
connected with the same cencern he wen for himself marked credit

for clear headed business management, When the business was at

1958

last clesed up, in 1358, all debts were paid and obligations met
theugh
SRR Sherman himself was left with little preperty and unemployed,

He nuzwni in & law fim, htﬂnkiurin; tin me=-
_.-...-'_,..-bl-lh-I'I—.

ments ef leisure studied law very th-nuﬂt'&f_ﬁnvenﬂrth !ima:l;

Prem this empleyment, in July lm. he engaged to take cermand
as Superintendent of a new Military Academy at Alexandria, La.
His cenduct of this Institutienm in erganizing, develeping and eﬁﬂ'
tablishing upen a firm basis affords an example ef Sherman's quick-
ness and energy.

When in Leuisiana the evert acts of Rebellien began, the Bar-
ten Reuge Arsenal under Majer Haskin _having keen eaptured by State

B S

autheritids, Sherman q:; quasi State efficer, threw up his cem-

missien as Superintendent ef the State Military Academy and came
Nerth.

Believing that a great war was tlr?iy upen the Natiemn, he

pressed his views ardently at Hnahinm 1861, and meeting

with teo little respense, he went te St leuis and there accepted

the presidency of a street raijreads,
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S.

As the war cleuds thickened,and such military men were mere am
mere in demand, the feurteenth o¢f the ensuing May he was cemmissien-
ed Celenel of the 13th U. S. Infantry; serving for a brief time en

T

@enaeral Scett's staff; tm cemanding a Brigade in Me Dewell's
amy near Washingten; cemmissioned Brig. ®en. of Vels., the 17th eof
May, and engaged in the first battle ef Bull Run, Jdly R1st 1861.

Frem the 254 «SMMR to the 28th of August he with his Brigade
o,

"

was kept in the defenses of Washingtens
At the request of General Rebert Amdersen, the last ef August
he was ordered te his Bepartment, Department of the Cumberland,
after a short time sueceeding him in the cenmand. He seized and
ouup_iei Muldraugh Hill, resisting attempts made by the Cenfederate
Buekner, ani erganized new troops as fast as they came fer the de-
: fense of lLeuisville and fer the heped fer campaign te clear Kentuecky,
His cemplaints ef the want ef sufficient ferce for the inte-
rier celimns put him temperarily under a cleud, se fer a time he

was sent te werk under Seneral Halleck, in the Pepartment of the

Misseuri, frem Nevember 23, 1861 to February 14, 1888, deing stafrl

and inspection duty, and @ilf instructing treeps at Benten hrnc!ﬁ

@ for = time he MMM 2 leave of absence during which he remain -

ed quietly resting at DLancaster, ®hie. - E bF_ p'-h‘_"
im

The latter part of February 1862 we find h cemmand at

X

Padueah, Ky., ce-operatimg with @eneral Grant whe new begins te be

preminent en the stage ef active eperations en the Tennessee ant
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8.

Cumberland Rivers, Sherman supperting him strengly, ferwarding
eps and s‘?ppliu.
rY e’ @

commanding the

feennsns

2 part ef Grant's amy,

is was his Pivisien in the fameus
battle of Skileh April 6th. Here he wen great distinectien, sharing
#ith his chief seme public adversjcritieism. He was twice wounded
in the Battle but remained en duty te emgage successfully in the
dembat of "Briar Creek Bridge®, April 14th 1862, and in the prelong-
ed sege of Cerinth up te May $8th. His ®Brilliant service had du%’
ecauged hiz premetien, May lst 1862, te the rank ef Major &eneral
of Velunteers.

Seme able and efficient cermander being needed at Memphis,
Tenn., he 7as kept in charge ef that Distriet te the mth'-f Jhe

ensuing December, Wut meanwhile was engageid direetly nniﬂ

with @eneral 6rant in pushing the Cenfederates soeuthward as far as

éranada, Miss. December 27th he set out te attempt Vicksburg by a
‘i de ;u.:[ﬂ!iut had net ferce eneugh te carry eut the plan.

#n Jan. 2, 1863 he rese to the cemand ef the 15th Atmy Corps .

His first expeditien te "Arkansas Pesti" was a success. The Cenfed-
erate werks were carried by assault January 11th 1863.

Sherman's eennectien with the Vieksburg campaign, frem Jan.
te July 1863, is elaberated in every histery, emphasizing his ex-
peditien via Steele's Bayou te the Yazee in Mareh.

Te facilitate @rant's -parl.‘tin!!_l_.a 1ittle later, April 20th

L
and J0th, he made his demenstratien upen H-t*' Bluff, the ebject

&7 A :
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being te prevent the enemy leaving the Vieksburg werks.

He was in the advance te @rand Im firat week of
May; in thfﬂag::ri-l at Peurteen Mile Crkek, May 12th; in the at-
tack and capture ‘of Jli-;;il, May 14th; in the passage eof Black
River and cennecting eperatiens, frem May 16th te 18th; he seized
Walnut Hills, May 18th; and engaged in the assaults upen Vicksburg,
May 19th and 22d; he alse teek preminent part imn the siege from
this time te the uncenditional surrender the 4th ef July, 1863;
then immediately he, with others, turned against the relieving
ferces capturing Jacksen, Miss., July 16th. Fer these grand ser-
vices Sherman was made & Brigadier @emeral in the Regubar Amy,
July 4th 1853. |

As seen as Grant was placed in command ef the Military Pivisien
of the Mississippi, Sherman succeeded te that ef the Army and Pept.
of the Tenmessee. In this he led the expedition via Memphis te
Chattaneega, being engaged at Celyersville, Misse., ®ct. 11th Iidi;
made a difficult cressing ef the Tennessee River at Eastpert, Ala.,
Nev. lst, and had a preminent part in the battlg of Chattaneega,
lasting frem Nevember ﬁ&\u November 28th., Mis cressing ef the
Tennessee abeve Chatancega and attack upen the eastern extremity
of Missienary Ridge had a marked effect upen the final result.

His pursuit ef Bragg and cemmand of a column te relieve Knex-
ville ending December lst 1863, wherein he compelled lengstreet te

raise the siege and flee merthward, and his immediate return te
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. 8.
Chattaneoga, making a lengthy march up and back eof ever twe hundred
miles without a mements rest to himself er te his troeps, afferd
glimpses of the energy eand enterprise ef the man.

Buring the fellewing winter he cenducted that singular expe-
dtitien, using abeut twenty theusand men, to Meridian, Miss., and
back. In this expeditien he lived upon the ceuntry; breke up and
destireyed railreasds, and greatly puzzled the Cenfederate autheri-
ties as te his fin;l destinatien.

When @eneral Srant was called te the cemmand ef the Armies
of the United States, Sherman teek his Military Divisien, March 132,
1864, He began the invasien eof Geergia, May 24, using the Amies
of the @hie, Cumberland and Tennessee. The impertant engagements
are as fellewsi:= Tunnel Hill, May 7th.; Palten, May 14th.; Resaeca,
May 15th.; Cassville, May 19th.; Pickett's Mill, May 27th.; DPallas,
May 28th.; Kennesaw Meuntain, June 27th.; Smyrnia Camp @reund, er
Ruff's Statien, July 4th.; Passage ef the Chattaheeochee, July 13th
te 17th.; terrific battle eof Peach Tree Creek, just after Heeod had
relieved Jehnsten the Cenfederate Cemmander, July‘it.; battle
Just East ef Atlanta, July 22d.; battle Seuth ef Atlanta (Ezra
Ghapel) July 28th.

The movements upen the enemy's cemmunications began the 285th
ef July; then after that the battle of Jonesbere, August Jlat and
September lst; Atlanta surrendered September 24.

Fer cenduet during the preceding campaign, Gen. Sherman re-
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9.
ceived the rank ef Majer &eneral in the Regular Amy, to date frem

August 12th 1864,
New Heed underteek te interrupt Sherman's cemmunicatiens;

ATHWIE
Sherman turned upen him and had frequent small un:a:mmts‘tu the
a0

rearjaleng his line esaca, and pursued Heed threugh Snake Creek

@ap and Seuthward te Saylesville, ﬂa-

After a shert rest, while he mas re-erganizing his r-'.r-';;;. he
sent Themas and Schefield Back te Pranklin and Nashville te meet
Heeod, while he himself entered upen his marech te the Sea, Heward
commanding the Right Wing, Slecum the Left and Kilpatrick the cav-
glry of Sheman'w-ltmn.

The first sattle defeating the enemy, eccurred at Srisweld-
ville, Nev. 20th, near Macen, #a, After that there were enly meser-
ate skirmishes aleng the reutes of the three and feur celumns, till
Sherman reached the vieimnity ef Savannah. Pert Me Allister was
stermed and captured Pec. 13th, and Slnm:nlh surrendered Pec. 21st
1864, His army ﬂ.; ingside the City by the 25th, enabling him te
make his Christmas gift ef the City te President b;nclln-

The campaign ef the Carelinas began about the first ef January
1868, Heward's Right Wing passed ever by sea te Beaufert, 8. Cs,
and thence Nerthward te the main land. A severe skirmmish eccurred
the 15th ef January, r.sultin: in the capture ef a fert and uncev-
ering the railreai te Pecalaliges The Left Wing under Sleewm, with

the Cavalry, ascended the right bank ef the Savannah, cressing at

Sister's Ferry,
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10,
The treops eccupied Celumbia, after several miner cembats,
February 17th. They eccupied Cheurau, March 3d.; Fayettville, N.C,
Mareh 12th.; cressing the Cape Fear River, N. €., March 13th.;
foeught the dattle of Averysbere, March 16th. Sherman's army was

F]

engaged March 20 and 21st in the last ecensiderable Pattle at Benten—

66 ”uﬂ&n , :
villx They eccupied 8 , March 22, and entered L

April 3i.

After censiderable negetiatien, at Durham's Statien, N. C.,
the Cenfederate ferces under J. E. Joehnsten were gurrendered te

General Sherman April 26, 1865. The whele ammy was thereafter

marched via Richmend te Washingten, arriving May 24th 1865. In thigg -

campaigns seme 2,600 miles were cevered.

July 25, 1866, fer the censumation ef his great werk in the
war, General Sherman was premeted te & lLieutenante@eneraley in the
Army .

After 3]1- #ar and sfuring the precess eof re-grganizatien, &en.
Sherman commanded the Military Divisien ef the Mississippi with
Headquarters at St. Leuis, Me., frem June 27th 1865 te August 11lth
1366, When the changes by re-erganizatien had been completed he
cemmandes the Pivisien of the Misseuri, frem August 11th 1866 te
Mareh 5th 1869. At this date he received the highest rank By pre-
metion, that ef @emeral im the Amy. Frem this time en te Jume
30, 1882, he was in m.stive cemmand of the Army, embragging the Pivi-

gsiens and Departiments inte which eur wshele territery, fer military

purseses. was geegraphically divided,
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1l. 1l1.
He retired frem active service FPebruary 8, 1884, upen his ewn ap-
plication, accerding te the law of June 30, 1882,

The degree of L. L. P, was cenferred upen him by Bar'huutﬁ:_
Cellege July 19, 1866, and he was made Regent eof the Smithsenien
Institutien in 1871. He received the thanks ef Cengress, by a
Jeint Reselutien,dated Janwary 10th 1865,

Such is a brief transcript of Hll R Sherman's carrer.

In eivil 1life he was intensely active; President ef the Seciety eof
the Army of the Tennessee, and eccupying varieus active and henerary
pesitiens in ether erganizatiens. He made many publie addresses
which never failed te shew t_he largeness ef his miii) the patriet-
ism of his heart,and his devetien te the best interests ef the

L
American peeple. Puring his last years he was a welceme guest at

e Sl
every anniversary, and, in fact, at every heme !?-

In anether paper the writer said ef Ilﬂneral Sherman =

Wt
His intelleet furnished a mind rich 1n;md sparkling J\J

diamends, yet cemplete after nature's emm erier.

He was ever at heme in science er cemmerce, and never failed te

interest the ebserver en his ewn fields.
His perception was like a flash ef light.
War prewlems, large er small, were his ferte; Wut the great enter-
prizes of peace, like the Pacifie railread, whese beginning, pre-
gress and cempletien he se much aided, were a delight te his mind.

His werking pewers have been tested by results.
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12.
He generously gave cenfidence and scope te his efficers, just as
€érant had given cenfidence and scepe te him.
His memory was phunam’inl; he had acquired knewledge with intense
rapidity frem observatien and books frem childheod te age, and
surely by a thousand tests he shewed that he had fergetten nething
that he hammui.

e -2

He was usually mest cerdial and yet many times newspaper
correapendents whe published what he desired te witheld, received
frem him sharp reterts.
At times he was c-mbﬁtive and resentful; but the passien passed
with the day, when the natural sterm abated ne hatred remaines.
I de not think ﬁmat @eneral Sherman meditated the deing ef a wreng
thing.
Whether he knew it er net he ewed much of his seul's illuminatien
to the presence of the Pivine Spirite.
Mhile he abeminated quaekery and hypecriecy he had great asmiratien
fer sincere Christian people. .
Ileyality te famiiz’ leyality te fri&nig’ loyality te a.ciaE}' loy=-
ality te duty and ceuntry, he gquickly ebserved in ln"t-hil}‘ and this

loyality was a suality among the marked characteristics of his ewn

great senl.

OCicirn O Howrard

Majer General, U. S. Amy.
Geverner's Island, N. Y. H.,

e
Aprid 237 1801.
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