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Grant.

Washington and Grant compared,

The l1ast gquarter of the 183th century gave to our
country her integrity, her independence; our orig-
inal States became united and were cemented by a
strong Constitution.

The centayal figure cf.that bright historie period
is George Washington, whom ﬂgfﬁﬁceasingly honor as
the fFather of his ecuntry. He first carried off the
triumphal banner of victory from the midst of eon-
tending hosts; and then he held for two terms, by
the voluntary suffrages of a free people, the chief

place of power in our land.

The third quarter of the next eentury opened for

L]

Y ré
our Unimﬁﬁﬁlonmy prospects. A gathering plague,

whieh was under our fathersg but a dark spot, had
spread till the eyes, ears and mouths of vast mul-
titudes of our countrymen were involved;till the

end of our country's life, constantly prediected by

our wise men, seemed near at hand. A part of the







people were ®Mffected by a singular overpowering

weakness, and others entered into interminable jang-

lings, full of fire and fury,- a kind of rqge like
Seenwy

unto madness,- that made them at times bent upon

indiseriminate destruetion.

As a government, as a people, we had reached that
pass described by Carlyle, in his French Revolution,
when "verily if somebody did not do something soon,
things would do themselves satisfaectory to nobody!"

That period of agitation, turmoil and strife has
now gone by. And as we look back we ask ourselves
what has resulted? We answery that plague was stay-
ed. A fever, burning, raging, spreading, eonsuming
like a conflagration, did follow the plague; but it
was met by staunch courage and effeetive remedies:

. o}
decays and putrefactions set in: but the sharp knife

applied without hesitation, acecomplished its work of

J$0, b ﬂ“’e _
ramuva].}nfeace and rest havegj) o come to rein-

o

vigorate and recuperate the system; _‘, the last

el(na® &

quarter of the 19th century 4y the hill-tops
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of victory in the interests of liberty and national

unity,- yes, in the interests of mankind,

In retrospect, amid all the turbulance and madness
of the plague-stirickem and fevered millions, two
figures among the remedial workers were EEEE=EPH most
prominent, Lineoln and Grant. Multitudes at first,
of course, saw¥ them but dimly. Against one, tall
and lifted up, they cried one thing; and against the
other, modest, silent, but never idle, they shouted
another thing; these outeries were full of hate and
distrust; but what a change has come; all hearts are
now filled with love, and all mouths with praise for
these t#o workers. Lincoln kept the lead in life

o>

and sealed his title to nobility, in blood, hwith no
. alﬂhh J ] i
disparagement to this noble Chieftain, Chief of Mar-
tyrs, we are gm@ prepared to reeord of Grant, as of
Washington, that_-)f‘nr the period of his 1'1f‘e;he too,
amid contending hosts, 8 carried off the triumphal

banner of victory. He, too, @ held for two terms,

by the voluntary suffrages of a free people, the







chief place of power in our land.

But few persons at the time knew of or cared for
Grant's humble birth, yet the plaudits of a world
have followed him to his honored tomb, where, on the
banks of the Hudson, whose bosom will for ages bear
to and fro the teeming millions, fev G Will
pass without deserying at Riverside, and naming the
place where thiiﬂavigg'of his eountry rests,

As it is of use to young mariners to study the
charts of the sea, and note the labors of sueeessful
voyagers, so it 1s of first importance to enterpriz-
ing youth to examine well the map of human experi-
ence and carefully note the eharacter and conduet of
successful men, PFirst, the skill beyond price must
be sought out; that skill which makes the very heav-
ens and earth contribute to safety, to fame, to suec=-
cess; and second, it is neeessary to search the
craggy banks, the roeks, and the shoals of sueh hu-

#quEMn'*ﬁxzhﬂ
man sonls, that BER may be shunned. General Grant,

whose work on earth is done, furnishes us an ample
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map for, study.
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Early life.

As men grow older they think more and more of
"blood. ®
"The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church’
The blood of the erueified giveth the highest cleans-
ings The blood of the Seottish Grant-elan ran in
the veins of their descendants.
Noah Grant, an ancestor, commanded a company, form-
ed without regard to color, before the Revolution.
He and his brother Solomon, we read, were slain at
the battle of White Plains, Oet. 28, 1776.
The son of the next generation, General Grant's
grandfather, a lieutenant in the Continental Army,
alae
served kemg during the Revolution, hls service end-
P
ing with that war.
The father, Jesse, settled at Point Pleasant, a

small town on the north bank of the Ohio, in 13820.

e
There he married Miss Hannah Simpanan.In a small

cottage of the village, the 27th of April, 1822, the







G.
first ehild was born. The trying and almost univer-

sal diffieulty of giving a name to the first-born
mmm arose. After family debate it was wisely set-
tled by lJot. The lot fell upon the elassie name of
"Ulysses." "Hiram" was subsequently added to please
a grandsire. Thus furnished this babe set out on
the journey of life as Hiram Ulysses.

It is said of Homer's hero, the Grecian Ulysses,
"in prudence, ingenuity of resource, and finesse, he
was foremost of the Hellenie ce¢hiefs, while in eour-
age he was inferior to none." So to our Ameriean

boy, the very name _ was prophetie and premon-

itory. ! One propensity of childhood, not very rare
but noticeable when the subsequent life emphasizes
it, is to exhibit joy in storms, to delight in noisy
drums and covet materials for explosions,from fire-
erackers to the mimie eannons, Sensitive nerves
often give a child trouble, but they soon train them=

selves to c¢oolness. It is said that Ulysses Grant

even in babyhood manifested this propensity.
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The sharp and unexpected erack of a pistol caused
him to elap hands and ery, "'more:" Surely this pr@-
pensity, like the family blood, and the elassie name,
may now be treasured by conservative friends as pre-
monitory of that power whieh in subsequent years
enabled our Grant in the midst of the rattling of
musketry and the roar of ecannon to preserve his equa-
nimitﬁland to subdue the natural excitement of other
mortals who were smarting under the spur of nerves
not so firmly eonstructed. Early in 1823, the fam-
ily moved to Georpgetowsn, Ohic, where for several
years the father was engaged in @R tannery NS .
Here, when still quite a small boy, Ulysses attended
the village school, helped his father in vacations

;"ﬂwﬁ) do _ |
to haul woodgfbark_.and whatever else his busliness
S
needed. He early betrayed a fondness for a horse,
so that as soon as he had earned a little money by
driving, taking people from the village to the coun-
try, he satisfied the desire of his heart, What is

worth mentioning of any lad, he saved up his money

and soon was able to purchase a niee pony, after
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which, through 1ife he was never without a good
horse,.

e e L e e
e

General Brisbin, who elaims the account from his
mother, says: "One day" (while at the schoo®E at
Georgetosn) "He was puzzling his brains over a sum
in arithmetie, and seeing his perplexed look, his-ﬁuﬂﬂﬁr
said to him kindly, ®"well Ulysses, ean't you master
it?® nCan'tl what does ecapt mean?® The eclass had
been studying definitions. He took up the dietion=
ary and said humorously, "I don't find it; no such
word in my book."™ The feacher eommended his Face-
tious answer and encouraged him to so aet in future
that he ecould always use that phrase, "no such word
as can't in my book.®" Also; when Ulysses was about
13 years of age he drove a carriage il led with
young ladies from Augusta, Kentueky, to Georgetown.

In erossing a ereek, the young ladies noticed the

depth of the stream, and seeing as they went on, how

tE'].E f¥agon ﬁ.ﬂ,nlk d'ffﬂ]er &'na_'l ﬂf:ePE'.[’" and the horses
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swiming, they were terrified; then _they sereamed;

10
but the boy, unaffeeted, quietly and safely, guided
his horses aeross, ealling out to his passengers,
: L) Gy )

"keep still, girls, I'l1l take you safe through!~"

From the same creditable sourece I gather another
incident. The Jad had proeeeded to the woods to
haul out some heavy logs. He fonnd no man to help
him; so he hiteched a horse tc the end of each log in
suceession and slid them one by one up a half fallen

e

tree; then he backed under and easily rolled the logs
into his wagon. This sort of ingenuity was charact-
eristic and always at handlu.umn—mfmy
Ry

At the Military Academy.

By 17 he had obtained a fair knowledge for a work-
ing man's son. At this age, finding Ulysses desir-
ous of a cadetship, his father made written applica-
tiocn to the Hon. E. i1.Hamer, Member of Congress from
his Distriect., Fortunately there was a vacaney and

Mr. Hamer at once nominated the young man to fill it.
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In sending forward his name, his father had written

only Ulysses; Mr. Hamer, having to nominate at once,
and knowing his mother's name to be Simpson, called
him Ulysses Simpson Grant in his applieation; so
that at the age of 17, young Grant was enrolled U. 5.
Grant at the National Military School. With humor-
ous conformity he adopted the new name. American
patriots like the letters U. S., whether they stand
for ®"Ulysses Simpson", "United States", "Uncle Sam",
or "Unconditional Surrender. " [ es—amsedr—sellbs e
Mg LI & i tTrviiha 1
The historiam whus a_Badel
Captain Ccpéeﬁsaysl that he remembers hiﬁﬁ:as a
plain straight-forward, common-sense youth, rather
of the old-head on young-shoulders order; shunning
notoriety; quite contented while others were grumb-
ling; ® " " respected by all, and very popular with
his friends. His sobriquet of "Uncle Sam", where
every good fellow has a niekname, came from these

very qualities; indeed he was a very Uncle Sam sort

of youth. He was then and always, an excellent

horseman © t© & @ H







nything. His best |

He exhibit little enthusiasm

standing was he mathematicalfbranehes and their

application to/takties and miYitaky engineering. "
Quiet and retiring as he appeared to be, yet, he

brook_ uh}u,’i J

did not esE# imposition or insult. Once when a =
cadetwprivate in the ranks, a cadet=orfficer é;shed
his brief authority too far and worried Grant with
an irritating and nagging style of command and cor-
rection. At last Wgm# Grant could bear it no long-
er; he made bold to ]leave ranks, take off his coat
and demand reparation of the offender on the spo t:
"You have run it on me enough,now give me a chance!"
The spirited youngster immediately granted his pe-
tition. After a suceessful fight, Grant then turn-
ed to the company and defied to eombat any others
who desired to take up the glove of insult. The

challenge was noi taken, and his timely pluek saved

him from report. Resolute courape gave him then as

ever, the peace which he fought for.

Graduation and Courtship.
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Graduating 21st in a elass of 39 memhers, he left

West Point in June 1843. As a Brevet second ILieut.
in the 4th U. S. Infantry, he joined his regiment at
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. It took him two full
years to get that brevet off and hecome a full see-
ond Iiieutenant. In that period an event oecurred
#hieh had mueh to do with shaping his career. His
classmate, ILieutenant Dent, introduced him to his
father's family at St.Louis, and here he found the
tender-hearted, womanly woman who was to beecome the
companion, the stimulus, the safeguard, and the so-
lace of his chequered life. It was Julia Dent whom
he loved and trusted, and who believed in him from
the first acquaintance when he had few friends, and
who had always a word of cheer and of praise for him
in the darkest days, and whom even prosperity ecould
not divert from her sineere love and simple taste.
Before their marriage, aceording to the fortune of a
soldier, Grant's regiment was sent to the frontiers

of Texas, and so the contemplated marriage had to be
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postponed, not oceurring till after the Mexican War.

Mexiecan War. = First Honors.

The War with Mexieco soon followed the march of
ILieutenant Grant's regiment to the frontier. Throu-
out that struggle the lLieutenant performed his part
with ardor and sucecess. He was twice rewarded by
an honorary rank whieh, unlike his former brevet com-
mission, he greatly desired to put on and not off.

A single instance related by different historians
will give a glimpse of the dilligent and patriotie
officer and foreshadow his genius for war. His di-
vision, when drawing near the gates of Mexico, was
with that of General Worth. Worth had been instruct-
ed to seize a road leading to the ecity from the West.
As he proceeded thither Lieutenant Grant was with
his foremost men. Suddenly at a turn of the road,
from a well defended parapet, they encountered a
brisk musketry Fire. This made our men run to cover;

but Grant, fearless of danger, worked his way around

and across the field of fire t1i11 he had found a
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place in the defences that he deemed vulnerable,

He then quiekly came back and called out to his men
that he could turn the parapet. Several, true as
steel, sprang up and followed him, ereeping for cov-
er from the shot, behind a wall; where, unexpectedly,
they came upon a full eompany of friends under Capt.
Horace Brooks. Grant instantly eried: ®Captain! I
have found a way to flank the enemy." The brave
Brooks answered, ®"Well, you know the way. Go on;
we'll follow you." And so it was done. With Grant
leading, the end of that parapet was carried by a
prompt and eager assault, and the whole defending
force of Mexicans fled in dismay.

Shortly after this encounter, while our troops
were pressing forward and the turrets of the eity
were already plainly in sight, Worth's division ran
ipon another outwwrk which added eannon to its mus-
ketry. The happy Tieutenant was again with the ad-

vance, and the second parapet was quiekly taken.

Now Captain PBrooks, seeing himself under a more dan-







( 1 He
gerous fire from the guns of the eity, sent Grant

to Worth for help. While away, Brooks' men were
assailed by a large force and driven baek, thus los-
ing the important ground. But scon the young man
returned with reinforeements. Quieckly taking in the
gituation, Grant discovered an old church in the sub-
urbs with a high steeple and belfry-opening, from
whieh he could reach the parapet and the eity.

He hurried some artillery to its neighborhood, and
with the men dragging a mountain howitzer by hand,

he made his way to the chureh, over ditches and brok-
en ground. A reluctant priest was constrained to
give up the k?rs; and the gun was quickly lifted to
the top of the belfrey, and Lieutenant Grant himself
so sighted it as, first to drive the Mexieans from
their recovered paraspet; and then he threw his shots
squarely into the city itself. General Worth find-
ing what the Lieutenant was doing, called him, com-
plimented him, and then put a whole company under

his command with additional cannon. That night the
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western gate of Mexico, the strongest in the bel eag-

ured eity, surrendered to our forces. For this re-
markable exploit, Tieut. Grant was more than once
mentioned in the publie despatches; and beside this
praise, he obtained his second brevet for his brave
and skilful econduet,

Return from Mexico and Marriage.

At the close of the Mexican War, Grant's regiment
returned to the North.

In 1848 the happy marriage, so long deferred by
the war, took place. The first year was spent near
Detroit, where the little fFamily, in govermment quar-
ters, began the chequered experience of army married
life,

When in 1852, the 4th Infantry was ordered to the
pacifie, 1t was not possible for Grant to take his
family with him., So the younp wife with one child
went baek to her f‘akhher's-: house, while he, with the
troops, by sea, by the isthmus, and by the Pacifie,

made his way to California.
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After a brief sojourn near San Franciseo, the com-
pany to which Grant belonged went on still farther
to Oregon. At Fort Vancouver and at Fort Humboldt
of Upper California, then near a lonely wilderness
possessed by Indians, some two hundred miles north-
east of San Franeiseco, lLieutenant, and later Gaptain,
Grant spent tw weary years.

His resignation and Civilian life.

In 1854, longing to get baek to his wife and child,
The

worn out ”itﬁaP“Fe deferred of his company's return
to the East, chagrined by some difficulties which
arose between him and his Post Cormander, he submit-
ted his resignation to the War Department. On its
acceptance he made his way back to St. louis, and
rejoined those #whom he loved.

The history of U. S. Grant in private life will,

probably, never be fully known. Tt was, however,

written in his heart, and its fruitage, was seen in

his subsequent 1ife. He entered at once upon a new

ealling, a farmer. With limited means, a few miles
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from S5t.l.ouls, the young man established his Family

in a small log house whieh he himself had built, and

went resolutely to work. Plowing, hauling cord-wood,

planting, sowing and reaping, working early and late,

in season and out; still there were but poor returns

for his labor. After a fair effort, with great dis-
mey &

couragement hgﬁfried the eormmission business. But

this proved no better than farming. He gave that up

also and moved to Galena, Il1l., there he worked

again with his father; with a family now grown to

six souls, making hardly a fair living. Here he was,

appﬂrentlygrnn&mbitiﬂusja quiet eitizen, when the

war found him,

The seven hard years of eivil life, were years of
diseipline. They taught him the struggle of the
poor; how to work; how to bear responsibility; how
to sympathize with others not favored by fortune;

how to resort io expedients in emergencies. They

indeed made him one with the great majority of our

Anglo-5Saxon sons, who by toil have secured a compe-
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teney; who have peapled the vast West: and who came

From farms, stores and warehouses to fill up the
ranks of the volunteers, when the life of our Union
was threatened.

The War of the Rebellion.

£y

The Nation's erisis eame, as in human affairs it
always does come, The war-cloud, which had long
been impending, broke. Grant tried for a staff ap-
pointment with MeClellan and, luekily for him and
the cause of our eountry, in this he failed. He was
soon on his way to Springfield, his State rapital.

There
Hﬁhfdentifieﬂ himself with the volunteers, aided the
Governor with his ready military knowledge, and, ere
long, in June 186)1, had the command of the 21st I11.
Regiment. Next we find him, with his men, reporting
to General Pope, in Missouri. His Gévernﬂr and his
Memhers of Congress observed his quiekness, energy
and patriotism. In a brief time by their unasked

help, the 7th of August, he was made Bripadier-Gen-

eral of Volunteers. His gtation, then under Fremont,
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was at Cairo, At just the right moment, he corre-

sponded with the Kentucky T.egislature, and thus blew
into liveliness the dimming coals of its loyality;
sprang upon Paducah and kept it from the Confeder-
at?;}f eager grasp, and soon after, on the 7th of Nov-
ernbe}?‘ he was fighting the sample battle of Belmont.
He fought his way in and he fought his way out, and
taught irregulars how to become better than regulars.
Ilje put zeal into them, and hope into the hearts of

walting millions behind him. Next, Donelson and Fort

Henry fell before his persistent arms and uncondi-

BLOLaT™
= OF courswnv;f that loves the shining mark,

W Dccan her shofts! "He is stolid, he is
et

reckless, he is brutall" Hl no General was farther

tional surrender.

from stolidity, reeklessness, or brutality. It was

solidity, boldness and earnestness; Grant was e¢lear

n

ighted, quickly convinced by faects, and struck his

enemy, elther front or flank, with resistless energy.







Cry out to him at any junefure of the hattle, "Hja}.
men are worn, weary and hungry!" his brief answer
instantly followed, "so is the enemy!"

At Shiloh he was nearly matched. Albert Sidney
Johnson, the early hope of the Confederaecy, inspired
the assailants with something of the spirit of the
followers of Stonewall Jaekson. They hurried on to
conquer; but though vietory for a while trembled in
the balanee, the end was the same, their leader fell
in the confliet; and the seecond day Grant, helped by
Buell, swept the field.

But now traduetion set in with redoubled violence.
The disasters of the first day, the fleeing of panie-
stricken men, and the awful earnage on the well con-
tested portions of the ground, were all imputed, by
hostile spirits, and numerous journals, to the drun-
kenness and incompeteney of the ]eader. "Grant was

drunk?!" rang out in embittered tones all over the

land. Yor a time the traduced General seemed to be

enveloped in a eloud., General Halleek put him nom-
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inally seeond in cormand; and depressed with SOTTOW,

he followed the mareh of eolumns withonut exercising
authority; but the truth soon began to dawn upon
President and people, the storm of seandal subsided;
tﬁﬂijthe backbiters continued to chatter, but they
chattered in obsecure places and were no longer heede
ed. Halleck was soon taken to a tighter embrace at
cﬁrm%
the Capital, and Grant was set free. Eﬁ?’* e had
been fearfully discouraged and might have left the
front,but he had Sherman, a royal friend; sueh men
always have royal friends. Sherman said, "Grant,
don't go, keep in the 1in€& of active work, vyour time
#ill come." And his time did come; behold the plan
of Vieksburg, defiant of precedents, original, unique,
completei And it was fearlessly executed. The sur-
by ’
render of Pembertons entire army, the 4th of July,
1863, not only erippled the Confederaey but erushed

: : . ﬂfft{.«t,n}-.
Grant's prinecipal traducer; yes, marred hliﬁ?lsaﬂe,

For S i oaT aaedy wiem® heyond recognition.

He was never hea®d from again. I do not wonder that
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Grant was sure of the leadership of the Armies after

Vicksburg and Big Black. It was resistless logie,
the logie of deeds and suecesses.

Grant and Hooker. Aseendaney.

The first time T met General Grant was the 21st
of October, 1863. The 11th Corps was then at Bridge-
port, Ala., a place om the Tennessee where the Nash-
ville Railway crosses the river, and my headquaretrs
were in tents near the bridge. Farly that morning
taking a supply train I went up to Stevenson, some
ten miles distant, to pay an offiecial visit to Gen.
Hooker. While there Hooker said that our new Mil-
itary Commander, General Grant, was enroute from
Nashville; that he was expected on the incoming train.

Hooker had made preparations to receive him and
have him condueted to his own quarters. GCrant was
very Jame at the time and suffering from thre injuries
ocecasioned by the falling of his horse in New Orjle-

ans. Hooker sent a spring wagon and an officer of

e
his staff to the Steveson depot, but for some reason







did et go himself.

As T must take the same south-bound train to get
back to Bridgeport beofre dark, its arrival found me
wWmaw at the station in waiting. Grant would prob-
ably remain over night with Hooker, Several acqualnt
ances among the officers who were on the train met
me as I stepped into the forward part of the ear.
General Grant, sitting near the rear part of the car,
¥#as pointed out to me and I passed on at once, as was
proper, to pay my respeets to him.

Imagine my surprise when I saw him. He had been
for sometime before the publie; the snecessful eom-
mander 1n important battles; the papers had said
much of him, and several virulent sheets muech against
him; and so, judging by the aceounts, I had econceiv-
ed him to be of large size and rough appearance.

The actual man was quite different; not larger than
McGlel lan; at the time rather thin in flesh and very
pale in ecorplexion, and noticeably self-eontained

and retiring.
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Without rising he extended his hand as I was pre=

sented, and smiled pleasantly, and signified very
briefly that it gave him pleasure to meet me. He
then permitted me to continue the conversation.

Hooker's staff officer eame with the tender of the
conveyance and the offer of hospitality.

The quiek reply made with quiet firmness, at the
time, astonished me: "If General Hooker wishes to
see me he will find me on this train.® I hardl vy
need say that Hooker very soon presented himself and
offered his courtesies in person,

Hooker was tall, of full build, ruddy, handsome:
then in the very prime of his manhood. I wondered
at the contrast between the tyo men and pondered
upon the manner of their meeting. Grant evidently
took this first oeeasion to assert himself. He never

gathing
lefi the necessity for gy 2 proper ascendency
over any subordinate, where it was likely to be que s-

tioned, to a second interview. Yet he manifested

only a quiet firmness.
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Howard's Tent.

Deelining Hooker's kind hospitality Grant and stafr
_ | Als.
went on with me to Bridgeport, where, as mv house-
keeping was not the hest in that eold muddy, desn]aﬁb
forsaken region to whiech we had but recently eome,
I was not a little anxious eoncerning my ability
properly to entertain the distinguished guests.
General Grant and I shared a cormon wall tent
between us. He had a humorous expression whieh I
noticed as his eye fell upon a liquor flask hanging
against the tent within. ®That Fflask is not mine;®
I quiekly said - "it was left here by an officer, to
be returned to Chattancoga; I never drink."
"Neither do I" was his prompt reply. His answer was
nlﬁap—mur
not in sport, and he was O rTawmp free from every

appearance of drinking.

Persistence under suffering. Chattancoga.

The next morning, after a sunrise breakfast, his
Chief o staff, General Rawlins, who in subsequent

years became Secretary of War, lifted into the sad-
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dle his General then "lame and suffering® as if he

had been but a ehild. The direet route across the
Tennessee was held by Era.%JI and the river road by
way of Jasper on our side was much exposed to sharp-
shooters from the other bank and to Wheeler's spas-
modie raids. Yet almost without eseort Grant risked
the journey along the river: through Jasper; aeross
swollen streams, through deep mud, and along roads
that were already deemed too wreteched and too danger-
ous for the wagons. This route was strewn with the
wreeks of army vehicles and dead mules, which our
indefatigable quartermasters had been foreed to
abandon. It would have been an awful journey for a
well man, a journey of more than forty miles. At
times it was necessary to take the General from his
horse. The soldiers earried him in their ATrmS across
the roughest places. Yet yielding to no weariness
or suffering he pushed through to Chattanooga, reach-
ing General Thomas the evening of the 23rd of Oect.

It was this remarkable journey which put Grant en-
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rapport with Thomas and Hooker; gave practiecable

shape to all good existing plans, and soon changed
an army on the very verge of starvation into an aet-
ive, healthful, well supplied, conquering force.
While with the General during his wvisit to my
Bridgeport tent, we were speaking of officers of
rank who were dissatisfied with the size of their
/ =

declared fre
cormands, He had no sympathy with sueh grumblers

P 7

q,ﬁﬂﬁf

and as little #itﬁ/@he selfishly ambitious. He said
in answer to a remark of mine to the effeet that it
was hard for an officer to pass from a higher to a
lower: "I do not think so, Howard: a Major-General
is entitled to an amy-division and no more. Why!
I believe I shuultbkh ying in the faee of Providence
to seek a command higher than that entrusted to me, "
Such was my fFirst instruetive lesson in the great
leader. His trust in Providence begat in me a eon-
Fidenee whiech years and experience never lessened.

GRANT, SHERMAN, AND THOMAS. PLANS.

For an interview with General Thomas, then cormmand-
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ing our Army of the Cumbeérland, I went, on the 14th

of November, 1863, from lookout Val ley to Chattancog,

In the evening several offieers were sitting to-
gether in an upper room when General Sherman arrived,
having left his marehing eolumn back at Bridgeport.
He eame bounding in after his usual bouyant manner.
General Grant, whose bearing toward Sherman differed
from that with other officers, being free, affection-
ate and good humored, greeted him cordially. He,
immedilatel y after the "How are you, Sherman?® and the
reply "Thank you, as -well as ean be expected!" ex-
tended to him the ever welcome cigar. This Sherman
proceeded to light, but withonut stopping his ready
flow of hearty words, and not even pausing to sit
down. He seemed like an animated boy just in from
exciting out=door games.

Grant arrested his attention by some apt remark
and then said! "Take the chair of honor, Sherman!*"
indieating a rocker with high back. "The chair of

honor, Oh no, that belongs to you General." Grant,
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not a whit abashed by this compliment, said: I don't

forget, Sherman, to give proper respeet to age. "
"Well, " said Sherman, "if you put it on that ground,
I must accept.n®

That night I had the opportunity of hearing the
proposed eampaigns diseussed as never before. Sher-
man spoke quickly but evinced mueh previous thought.
Grant said that Sherman was acenustomed on his horse
to "bone" (i. e. study hard) his eampaigns from morn-
ing t1ll1 night.

General Thomas furnished them the ammunition of
knowledge, positive and abundant, of the surrounding
mountainaus regions of East Tennessee and Northern
Georgia. General Grant listened with pl easant inter-
est and now and then made a pointed remark. Thomas
was like the solid judge, confident and fixed in his
knowledge of law, Sherman like the brilliant advo-
cate, and Grant, rendering his verdiets, like an in-

telligent jury.
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Battles of T.wokout and Mission Ridge.

The 23rd of November a reeonnaissance had been or=-
dered. General Gordon Granger deployed one division
of the 4th Corps into line in front of Fort Wood,
and supported it by his other two divisions. The
l14th Corps, under Palmer, supported the right, and
the 11th, under Howard, the left. Grant and Thomas
stood by the parapet within the fort, and their staff
officers and orderlies were near at hand. I eould
see both Generals from my point of observation. 1
was curious to observe them in the approaching act=-
ion. At first the movement afforded a bright array
of arms. The flags ‘waved, and the bayonets, or the
barrels of the guns, flashed in the sunlight. Skir-
mishers sprang to their places with gladsome glaeri-
ty, and soon the whele front was covered with them,
and the buglers sounded the advance, all as if on

parade. The Confederates, in front, doubtless think-

ing 1t Grant's review of troops, stood on their em-

bankments to behold the fine display. The men flew
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over the intervening space to Orehard Knob., OFf

course resistance soon came. Skirmish against skir-
mish, batteries all along the line were awakened,
and the air was ful]l] of noisy misseles. The enemy,
ho wever, was surprised and his outer wrks soon taken,
All this time, while staff officers became excited,
and orderlies could not keep still, Grant and Thomas
stood side by side without exchanging a word. Grant
quietly smoked his eigar, and Thomas, to get clearer
views, pressed his field glass, now and then, hard
against his forehead. At last the Orchard Knob is
covered, and Rawlins steps to Grant's side and seems
to plead with him. He thinks the men should not re-
turn, as usual after a reconnoiter, but hold what
they had gained. "It will have a had effeet to let
them come back and try it over again." Grant gave
no sign, but when the desired moment had come, he
said quietly, "intrench them and send up support, "
It was so done.

In this brief combat, I could vbserve the perfeect
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self-possession of our leaders. Grant's equanimity

was not disturbed by danger or by the contagious

excitement of battl e.

— The Visit to Ral eigh.

Just after Lee's surrender, General Grant visited
General Sherman, at Raleigh, N. @. Our tents were,
many of them, in the ample front vyard of the Female
Seminary, so that the feneral had quite an assembl y
of observers, when one morning he paid a visit to
the Seminary; for the offieers and soldiers camp ing

“V€u1H01€f'lnxb-ﬂ’JﬁﬁHﬂ
thereﬂwpre very desirous of seeing him. As he emer=
ged from the §Seminary-hall, he descended the steps
and then took the straight path toward the street
gate-way. A new set of ohservers suddenly appeared
at many windows of the large building. They were the

v e

Misses asfl young ladies of the institution, who ap-
|
peareq%ager to cateh a glimpse of their stalwart

1
enemy. Many of them we could see were making wry
faces at him as he went down the walk. 0f a sudden,

as 1f he had eyes in the baek of his head, or in-
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stinetively apprehended the situation, he whirled on

his heel like a cadet-adjutant at parade and faced
the beauteous hostiles. The fun loving girls were
caught, and, with slight sereams, their heads popped
in and disappeared in a triee. With an amused and
kindly smile, General Grant turned apain and walked
away.

Trust begets Trust.

In Washinpton City, after the War, when President
Johnson changed his front and unexpectedly beecame
lenient in his poliey toward the Southern white peo=-
ple, and Mr. Stanton, his Secretary of War, eclave to
Tongress, there were for a time great fears of eon-
spiracy and revolution. One night in the War Depart-
ment, several of us officers were assembled, and the
air was filled with rumors of eoming dangenﬁg The
Capitdl was said to be full of traitors; that parties

were conspiring at the prineipal hotels; some all eged

that hostiles were approaching from Virginia; and

Bal timore was believed as dangerous as it had been
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early in '61.

Eﬂgenaﬂﬂ ¥#as rife and every body exhibited a live-
ly apprehension. General Grant joined us in the
Secretary's office. A guard was ordered for the War
Pepartment. Speaking of one who was to command the
troops, some one said, "Why you eannot trust that
officer, he is eoppery!" General Grant turned to
the speaker and said severely: "Sir, yon must trust
him, if you do not have confidenee, soon you ean
trust nobody. Trust him, Sir, and he will be true. "
This time Grant's confidence was reposed in the of-
ficer referred to and it was not betrayed.

Grant's reproof.

During 1865, I often had oceasion to visit General
Grant at his Headquarters, situated on 17th street
opposite the old Navy Department. On one oeceasion I
found an anieiﬂ;F rank with him, who was muech given
to making bitter complaints beecause he had suffered
in the war of the rebellion and had been, as he

thought, very poorly rewarded.
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General Dan. E. Siekles had just left General

Grant's room when the corplainant irmediately spoke
ill of him and unfavorably contrasted him with him-
self. Grant had been silently listening. At last
without any apparent change of countenance, except

a humorous twinkle of the eye, he said: "0Oh, yes,
Sickles may have his defeects, but there is one thing
in his favor, he never worries you to death pressing
his own eclaims. "

The grumbler saw the point and reddening with vex-

ation immediatel y took himsel f away.

Mere policy rejected.

Before General Grant's first term for the
Presidensy; one day a story against him was published
in a New York paper, accusing him of habitual intem-
perance. The Hon. W. E. Dodge came tc see me about
it, He wanted General Grant to be elected and he
feared much the effeet of sueh reports. He suggest-

ed that it wmould be well if the General could be in-

duced to join the National Temperance Association of
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whieh he, Mr. Dodge, was President. He begged me to

visit General Grant, and see if he would be willing
to take this step amd thus put to silence all oppos-
ing lips.

T visited the General. He was at that time Aeting
Secretary of War, and was sitting in the YNorth-east
room of the old War Department. Grant heard me qui-
@tly. Then he said! *Tf they do not say these
things, Howard, and accuse me of intemperance, they
will aceuse me of something else. Oh, no, General,
I have never done aught just for poliey's sake and
am unwilling to begiﬁ? He thanked us for our inter-
est in him but deecl ined to unite with any assoeciation
simply to seeure influence and favor. Our notion,
of course, went beyond a transient poliey, but,
though disappointed, we admired his c¢lear-sighted
prineiple and firmness of aetion.

Belief in Providence.

As an instanee of the ever present eonvietion in

his mind that there is an All-controlling Power which
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somehow moves in the events of life, 7 give a brief

conversation that I had with General Grant after the
death of Colonel Bowers, who had long been his favor-
ite Adjutant. I said, "Is it really true, General,
that Bowers is dead?" *"Yes," he answered, "by a
terrible aceident on the liudson River railroad." He
then deseribed to me more in detail the painful eir-
cumstances.,

"It was strange that he of all others should have
been thoughtless or careless,” I remarked.

"He was not, Howard, It could not have been helped.

It was to be."

Benevol ence.

I onece entered the registering-room of the War De-
partment, and caught sight of a group of gentlemen
and General Grant with them. A strange looking wo-
man had stopped hims T had often seen her about the
offices of the hotels, and the hallways of Congress,
on one pretence or another, pleading for money. 1

believe she had really at one time extended some
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kindness to our prisoners in Charleston. Genera) =
Grant said not a word while the woman talked but
turned to a desk and wrote something. I saw as he
handed it to her that it was a check for a consider-
able amount. As soon as T eould with propriety do
so, I told the General that I feared that the woman
was an iﬁpnster. "Never you mind, General,® he said,
"She has the money. Tf she was kind to our poor
prisoners, it is enough.® And indeed I agreed with
him. The generous soul often makes mistakes in giv-
ing. And certainly God will forgive suech lapses of
Judgment.

Grant's humor,

One day while he was President, I was seriously

urging the appointment of a worthy man to some offiece

under the Government. 1 said of the man among other
qualifieations that he was midd]l e-aged. General

Grant stoppes me: "Pray tell me, General, what you
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deem middle-aged." T answered. "About my own age,

about 40." General Grant was eight years my senior.
"Oh, " he said laughing, "I used to put it at 40, now
it is about 50."

His fun e:slqa{g took that quiet, rallying form; ek
he always enjoyed the cheerful hmmor of his intima=-
tes.

Sense of responsibility.

Soon after Grant had been elected to his second term
of the Presidency, I met him just as he was coming
out for a walk.

After the usual greeting T said! "General, permit
me to express my hearty congratulaticons that you are
re~al ected. "

He looked at my faece, but his thoughts seemed far
away. Then as if arousing himself from a revery, he
replied, "Well, General, it is a hard office to fill®

offfeoffice
The respunﬂihilitiesnund not the joy of the distinetst
ion possessed him.

Visit j._g Yaneo uver.







41.
In the fall of 1879, General Grant was completing

his journey around the world. He decided to go Ffrom
San Wrnnclqco to ﬂregon and Washington Territory.
fha ¢

I was fﬁ%n 31 Fanrnuvpr cormanding the Department
of the Columbia. The steamer "St,Paul" having on
board GranEjand Miller, Sargent, and other gentlemen,
with Mrs. Grant and several ladies, arrived in the
Columbia the 12th of Oetober.

The 13th, all ascended the great river one hundred
miles. Our special eseorting steamer - P

ot terian L

"St.Paul " to Vaneouver, wheréAFhe troops¥ and the eit-
izens of the town were ready to receive the visitors.
With tnrch;]ight proeessions, firing of ecannon and
abundant musie they were conducted to my house. He
enjoyed everything. We passed the "Tngalls House."
He explained how he had lived there when a Lieutenaﬂg

shewed his wife where he made his First speculation.’

It was an open field, toward which he pointed, not

distinetly diseernible in the night. "We raised

potatoes there." "Did you make anything? * Mrs.
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Gi'ant asked. "0Oh, no.|Out of poeket For the seedn

— S e —
Eg-sﬁfa_#ith his hu;ﬂrmns ;ETTE?

We rode through the town of Vancouver. As we pas-
sed the Brewery he said: "Things hav'nt changed
mueh, Julia, since I was here, " Notieing the Brew-
ery, he pleasantly remarked: "That's new. Tt didn't
exist in my day. It must have been put up on your
account, Hfoward. "

At my house, the Governor of Washington Territory,
the Mayor of the eity, the commander of the garrison,
citizens and officers of the army paid their respeets.
To addresses of weleome General Grant made a brief
and beautiful rejoinder, in whiech he complimented the
Pacific coast and its thriving pecple and pointed
out to them the prosperity in store for their extens-
ive country and their indomitable energy.

Governor Ferry said to me, with surprise, as he
saw the effeet of the General's speech: "Why, I

thought Grant eould not talk.r®

He, being near us, must have heard the remark, for
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he quickly said, laughing; "You see, Howard, I have

been praetieing this business of speechmaking since
S i S prafl

I have been abroad, but it is hard yet to coepeses

EEEELE to an audience.

During the evening General Grant took great inter-
est in his friends and expressed himself with mod-
esty, gentleness and sympathy. His tenderness tow-
ard *"Julia", his wife, was never intermitted,

In the MJI'TIil'I!THE‘j\Eth--‘L‘IT éﬂgl‘“ﬂﬁhtinn, Hﬂﬁe-ra-]:—-ﬂmn-i‘]'lﬂ
visited the "Ingalls House" with Major Sawtelle who
then lived in it. The house had, before the time of
Pacific Railroads, been pPepared on the Atlantie
coast, and put into eomplete order for erection and
then transported around Cape Horn to Fort Vaneouver.
Here it was ereeted about 40 vards from the Columbia
in the midst of the plain.

By ecare and frequent repair the building had been
well preserved. Grant and Ingalls and many other.

well remembered friends had been quartered within

its wall s. The General entered with Sawtelle and
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looked over the rooms and spoke of the alterations.

When he aseended the stairway and went into what had
been his own room, he stopped and stood motion]ess
for some time, without uttering a word. Who has not
thus in pregnant moments made viwvid groupings of
scattered friends and 1ived over again some bright
hours of the dimning past®?

Visit to Portland, Oregon. Fopularity.

The next day the steamer took all to Portland.

B &ﬂ?pgag _
I Snow Mountains, Hood, St.Hel ens, Adams and Tacomqv
w—*ﬂ—aﬂha A e
hen, near

were all in sight A the eonfluence of the

T — o —

Columbiénénd the Willamet il The broad expanse of
S S

water dotted with islands, the high banks still ecov-

ered with fir forests, and the straggling settlements
here and there, afforded peeuliar and attractive
landseapes. It seemed as though General Grant was
never happler théan thurerbehu]ding and ecalling up
hils varlied assceiations now a guarter of a century

Ul .

As we neared the echarming eity of Portland spread
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ipon the natural terraees, higher and higher as they

recede, and fringed with the dark green trees, the
beauty and. glory of the scene eulminated. All Oregon
and part of Washington had congregated. Streets and
docks were crowded; windows, roofs, and baleconies
were loaded with people, bright with waving handker-
chiefs and flags. Bands struek up thelir loud aeelaim
and salutes were fired. I was standing Just baeck of
General Grant's party. Mrs. Grant stood beside her
husband near the gunwale looking interestedly upon
the irmense erowd.
"Why, Julia," he said suddenly, "all this must be
for you. There were not more than six people on the
dock when I came here bhefore,"

The Columbia. Statesmanship.

SHeasisn

The next day the finest of the Oregon E:?éﬁ, a

palace in itself, took the distinguished guests up
the Columbia to the Cascades. It was a memorabl e
Jjourney.

For the greater part of the time, the proprietors
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of the steamer, the guests, and citizens Sapeedadly
AL
inwited, were in an el egant room just under the
lofty pilot-house. The ample windows gave views in
every direetion, views of the river-scenes, the rough
banks, the forests, the oceeasional farms, and of the
stiperb mountains, straight through which the marvel -
MR}O

ous Columbia had broken its way. Here quietly smok-

ing his ecigar, General Grant gave us an aceoiiht ol
¢ A

his visit to Japan. Partof—the Ttory interested -me
gruatlo

In one city a delegation of grandees visited him,
and said substantially: "Genera] Grant, we have heard
muech of your eountry and vour free Government., We
wmould also like a eonstitutional government, but wedﬂ‘
not see how to come to it without passing through
the horrors of a revolution, " "Well, gentlemen, " he
replied, "let me explain to you our system."

Then he told us how he gave them the details of

our iri-form organization; and shewed them how each

part of the trinity, exeeutive, judieial and legis~-
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lative, performed its separate and independent funect-

ions.

He dewlt upon the division of powers, the checks
and balances which, like sails upon triple masts,
distribute the strain and have thus Far enabled the
State to weather every gale. Then he told them to
try the system. "But, General," they responded,

wens Lo
"If we give all the people a vote they would upset
us and we should have anarchy.?®
"Oh, be not in sueh haste, gentlemen. Begin gradu-
ally and work toward the desired eonsumation. let
them vote first for school boards and unimportant
offices, and little by little, voting will teach
voting, and you must then enlarge their privileges.
As wise rulers you can lead the people step by step
in their advancement, but if you negleet to do this,
sooner or later you will lose your pn#erjfor the
people will lead you."

There was no part of our Government with whieh
I

General Grant was not familiar. This I knew. His
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education and experience were ealenlated to so furn=-

ish him: But I was struek with his familliarity with
the genius and philosophy of free government and
with the conservatism of the methods whieh he pro-
posed to ambitious princes, wshose personal interests
seemed to lie only in despotie systems.

The Japanese grandees thanked him heartily for his
sound advice, and he prophesied, truly, that Japan
would, as she has done, continue in her progress so
well inaugurated, in her fur#?rg maovements for out-
Side cormerce, and in her geesd orpganization of

schools.

The last Siekness.

On Wednesday, the 25th of March, 1885, being at
the house of a friend in Brooklyn, I received g
kindly note from Colonel F, I. Grant, saying that
his father would be glad to see me at any time when
he could see any one, "About the middle of the day

is generally his best time, between 12 and 2 P. M, »

The next day, Thursday, at half past one, my bro-
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ther and myself appeared at the General's house on

6Gth Street. A servant showed us into a little re-
ception room to the right of the main hall. We were
afraid of too much company when we saw the numerous
coats and hats lodged in the corners and on chairs,
but in a moment Colonel Grant appeared and gave us a
warm welcome. He led the way. At the foot of the
stailrs he said: "Father wished me to apprize you of
his inability to talk; so owing to his trouble yonu
must do the talking.™"

The Colonel left me at the door of his father's
room. It was in front on the south side. The Gen-
eral was alone; though through the open doors I
could see members of the family and friends on the
same floor and within eall.,

He reelined on his favorite chair opposite the hall
door. The chair seemed like the ordinary sea-chair,

wEL_s
covered, FHis Feet\rﬁsting upon the extension and
his head leaned against the high part. "How do you

do, General,® he said, as he turned his face toward
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me and extended his right hand. I took his hand and,

heeding Colonel Grant's warning, began to talk. I
expressed my thanks for the interview and my deep
sympathy for him in his afflietions

His face was natural exeept the large swollen ap=
pearance of the left side, extending from his lip
down toward his neck. The swelling seemed as large
as a hen's egg, only flattened and more extended.

His face was whitish but not emaciated. He turned
toward the south window and asked me to pass around
and take a seat on that side. This was evidently
easier for him and a chair had heen placed there
near his feet.

The General's own voice eould hardly be recopnized.
It was the sound of a voice muffled, stifled by some-
thing in the mouth, Yet, notwithstanding the diffi-
culty and my effort not to let him do so, the Gener-
al kept talking to me with an indistinet utterance.

"Who came with you below, General?" wMy brother,

I

We thought he had not better ecome up, - you see so
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many." "Well, yes, but I do like to see my rfiends.
m n # Eyerybody is very thoughtful and kind.n
"Yes, General Grant, you have hosts of real friends
all over the land, and in every part offi the world.
They are filled with tender interest, and eonstant
sympathy for you."
®"Oh, yes lndeed, I know it. And they are remember-
ing me now, the echurches are, in their prayers; all
the denominations, - all that I have knowledge of,~
and one Society in the East, that does not belong
to any denomination. They hope for some faith-cure,
as I understand, or some help. They wrote me to be-
gin with the first of the month (Mareh) but I didnot
me
see the letter till the third., Somebody about made
answer." The General indieated his willingness to
co-operate with any sineere affort for his good. His
s
last remark on that subject was: T trust I have not

put any hinderanee in their way.® I spoke of the

action of Congress, and of the different leEislatures?

of the thousands of his old soldiers gathered into
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the Grand Army Organizations.

"You will not be forgotten by them at this time Gen-
eral Grant, and never will be.*®

He expressed his gladness at this, but desired me
to return to the subjeet of prayer and its fruits.
I then said: "At our house, General, you are always
thought of at the hour of prayer. Mrs. Howard takes
the deepest interest in all that coneerns you, and
the children do not forget you. And you remember,
as I onee told you, how an old minister (a German
Lutheran) and I stood at the ecorner of a street in
Washington, took hold of hands and promised each
other to pray for you.?®
"Yes I know, I remember,t
"The old minister has since died and gone to his re-
ward, but I have tried ever since sincerely to keep
my part of the cuv%&n&nt. We did it before you were
President; we then believed that you were to be our
leader.®

*Yes, I remember that; it was right: Dr.
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Newman has often been here and has talked with me

faithfully about such matters,®

"Yes, I saw by the papers that he th come from Cal-

ifornia to wisit you."

"He has come. He comes up often to see me, ever

sinee his arrival in New York. He talks on that part,

on religious and spiritual subjects.®

"He is, I know, your faithful friend, and I hope he

is well, "

"Yes, he appears to be well. I enjoy his visits,.,"

"It is good that he comes: (I ventured the remark)

while your best friends all feel deeply that you suf-

fer s0 much, yet, the physieal relief is not the

most important, it is your spiritual unison with God?
To this the General, and it ecomforts us to reeall

it, gave an unmistakable and thoughtful assent.
During our conversation, General Grant was cheer-

ful and patient, but now and then, he changed the

place of his head quickly as if in pain, and this

motion®® warned me, I rose and said that I must not
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stay too long, for I would not weary him or add to

his suffering.

I declared at parting:- ®0Oh, General, how much I
wish I eould do something to help you." "But you
can always command me; if it should oecur to vyou
that I eould do anything." Then 1 asked, doubtless,
vith some show of emotion as I held his hand: *Is
there anything General?n
He answered slowly and very kindly: ®"Nothing more,
General Howard; nothing besides what vou have been
doing."

"Good~bye, General Grant, may God bless you.n"

"Thank you, = good-bye." Such was the interview!
The General had the same complete self-possession
as always, was cheerful without a lisp of impatience
or complaint under his afflietion. Was it not the
submission af a great heart, in its own unstudied

way to the Heavenly Father, the Eternal Friend.

Character reviewed,

One who knew General Grant intimately Ffor many







years says:-= "He was always the same in manner,
Never elated by vietory, he was al so never ecast
down by defeat, He met all sorts of fortune stolid-
ly. His confidenee in himself never failed."
Possibly this is a true analysis of the character
of General Grant; but I think not. It may be the
seeming. The outward look of a reservoir which sup-
plies the city with water is always the same. Yet,
to-day the water rises high within its lofty walls,
while to-morrow the water may sink to the lowest
level. Once, during a very exciting period of Grant's
Washington life, I heard his wife say: "people think
that Mr. Grant" - she ever spoke of him as Mr. Grant-
"can bear any amount of strain, but it is not so.
His system is sensitive and he suffers much with
dreadful headaches." Who but this sympathising
friend would have made suech a discovery? Notiece the
same charaeteristies in that last dread sickness in

its utmost detail of suffering; no complaint; no

murmur; whe was always the same in manner.n
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"He met, apparently, all sorts of fortune stolidly."
N
"His confidence in himself never failed." How str-
ong then he must have been at Shiloh, if he had a
human heart, an active brain, and ordinary nerves,
to maintain such perfeet governanece over them, as
not to flush or tremble or otherwise show exeitement
when on the first day his troops were giving baek.
Or when, in the blind wilderness of Virginia, hun-
dreds of ecomrades were falling and perishing around
him, or when after the Petersburg mine disaster, the
mangled forms of the dead and dying bestrewed the
ground. Ah, it was not want of feeling, not want of
sympathy, nor stolidity or indifference which en~-
abled Grant to preserve that cheerful, hopeful, un-
changing demeanor!

The ancient stoie urged that "contentment and ap-
athy were not to permit grief even for the loss of
friends, -~ that we ought to treat the afflietions
and the death of others with the same fripgid indif-

ferenee as our own." Was it stoieism like *3 ety
i




i,
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which was fostered at Grant's home, taught at West-

Point, and kept up experimentally in army life, which
produced Grant's remarkable steadiness under trial?
His family and friends will not aceept such a the-
ory. A degree of stoieism has, doubtless, been
mixed with our Christianity; or, to state it better,
mixed with the faith and practice of the friends of
Jehovah; from the days of Moses and Joshua down 1o
the sufferings of Christ; from the days of the mar-
tyered Apostles through all subsequent changing per-
secutions of Godly men till to-day. But it was not
stoieism which nerved David before the prinee of
giants, and kept Daniel calm and fearless before the
lions, which brightened the features of Stephen in
the face of & furious mob; and enabled Paul and
Silas to sing praises when [ast in the prison stocks,

;‘F had eonfidenee in himself, it is true, but it
nas.bEcause he knew of a power beyond self, because
he was helped and strengthened by that real Power

beyond self. You may e¢all it Spirit, Providence, or
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God. The name is not material. E=ts—ari—bSo—oame.

When in the outset, in 1861, seeking MeClellan in
order to go on his staff, but turning back in self-
distrust; when afterwards trying his memory over
forgotten military knowledge, he hesitated to take
his first assigmment; when set aside by Halleck with-
out any men to command he followed humbly in the
mareh and was just about to leave the front in de-
spair, as Sherman in pure friendship urged him to
stay yet longer; at these times there was no self-
confidence. The comfidence, the strength, the stur-
diness, the self-abnegation, the imperturable face
behind which surged all the stronpg emotions of a
strong man, with all the qualities of mind and heart
and characeter to make him a successful leader of the
host, - they came From the same source whenece Wash-
ington obtained his nobility, Jefferson his wisdom,
Andrew Jackson his indomitable patriotism, and Lin-
coln his great-hearted loving kindness., It was from

Him who is in all things, over all things; from Him
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who cares for the unicorn, but forgets not the spar-
row, =~ from Him our Almighty Father and Friend,
whose great Spirit dwells in the hearts and souls of
the children of men. You would not then admit the
cormon philosophy of luek? Nol No! One friend de-
clares.! "He had faith, great faith, in his star, his
luek." No, not that. After he left the.anny in his
early life where was his luck? Every venture seemed
against him. He was poor and little known. Even
General Seott, with whom he fonght in Mexico, barely
recalled his name. Later, after his grand career of
General and President, where was his luek? It prow-
ed but a mirage. He found only the shame of the
game at the hands of a sharper. It was not luck.
Sueeess from fields like Padueah, Belmont, Henry,
Donelson, Vieksburg, Chattanooga, and last, Appamat-
tox, - fields far apart,- presenting an unparallell=-
ed variety of cireumstances and diffieulties, suech
sucecess could not have been s0 uniformly obtained by

luek, His knowledge of men, amounting to insight,
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by whiech he put aside the noisy, blustering shams,

and put into eormmand the right sort, = such as Sher-
man, McPherson, Sheridan, &nd others,- did not come
from lueky hits, Plans like that of Vieksburg, whibh
rival, in conception and exeeution, any of Napolean's
and thuseljhich terminated in the final victory over
Robert Lee, at Appamattox, whiech vietory exceeds in
every way the Waterloo of Wellington, - these were
not attributable to lueky ventures. No, they came
from a solid brain, warmed and brightened by a str-
ong, true heart, all of which were helped to enlarge=-
ment by the truest adjuster of human events, the
King of Kings. S0 I have long believed, and so Gen-
eral Grant himself believeqﬁi Fortunately it never
substraets from a man's glory to give glory to God.
The eloquence that sneers at good men and laughs at
the Almighty is short=lived. It may garner fiend-
ish joy, but that soon fades ont into nothing in the
presence of the endless hope and glory embosomed in

immortal love. A note received just before the
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General's entombment from one of our Generalg of

the war, says! "I did hope that General Grant would
have been more pronounced as a Christian, but I
think that he has trusted all to the merey of God. "
Another friend stops me on the street and asks:

"Do you think that Grant was a Christian?® Let us
answer: It is hard for us to run elear of the ruts
of prejudice. I do not believe that my friend and I
eould agree precisely upon a definition of w#hat eon-
stitutes a Christian. But there are things upon
which we must agree; there are tests of living which
all men apply. These tests enable us to form a judg
ment concerning men of old, Moses and Aaron, David
and Jonathan, Samuel and Saul, Ahab and Elijah, Her-
od and John the Baptist, Judas and Peter, or James
and John, the loving Apostles. No less do they fea—
¢h men of history, like William of Oranpge and the
ernel Phillip of Spain, Washington and Arnold, Adams
and Aaron Burr. The tests we uneonsciously bring

upon these men are the eommandments of God. Iet us
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apply them to our hero.

First. Thou shalt reverence God and have no other.
If he had a misgiving here no body ever heard of it,
nobody has ever calumniously asserted sueh a thing.
Second. He has made no graven image, nor bowed down
to wood or stone, if inelined at any time to prize
too highly earthly treasures, he has immediately
lost them, and his heart found in money and property
no resting place.

Third. Though tolerant toward others speeeh, he
himsell was never profane, or hlasphemous. A dis-
tinguished eitizen told me that he had seen him per-
turbed in spirit, and deeply indignant at a ribald
oath. It was said of him that his reverenee was so
great that he could not swear.

As to the Sabbath. How quickly he rebuked one who

had offered him a Sunday railroad exeursion. "I was
obliged to travel during the war on the Sabbath, I
do not see why I should do it now for mere pleasure.

pifth. Honor thy father and thy mother. His pati=-
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ent kindness toward his aged father during the in-

ereasing weakness o atef;years, and the unfailing,
gentle affeetion for his mother were proverbial.
Sixth. Thou shalt do no murder, Surely he, a sol-
dier did not break that law. And how successfully
he worked to settle our diffieulties with England
without bloodshed; how gloriously he led the nation
into peace with the Indians. Perhaps no man in the
Nation loved peace and the pursuits of peace more
than he.

Seventh. Thou shalt not ecommit adultry.

How beautiful his love for his wife and children.
The family, is the touehing pieture of his adminis-
trations. 1In this simple, pure life he has herein
surpassed the brillianey of Ngpolaan and the wisdom
of Solomon. The pure in heart shall see God. The
purity of living is a veritable test of the purity
0} the soul.

Eighth, Thou shalt not steal.

How elearly honest in all things; even his enemies
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attest this. The treachery of Ahithopel gave no
taint to King David. The avarice of Judas did not
affect the purity of Christ; neither can the deeceit

a/
and falsity of Ferdinand Ward soil the white eseut-

o
cheon of General Grant.
Ninth. Thou shalt not bear false witness.
Oh, how ready to ripht a wrong, and to correet a
biassed judpgment; he did that eonecerning that glori=
ous manly man General Lew-Wallace. He never tried
to swoop up and gather to himself what belonged to
others in the way of reputation,or claimed eredit
for others glorious aechievements, No, more modest
unselfish reports than his are on the Record-books
of the Government.
Tenth. And now the last.
Did he covet what belonged to others. FEmphatieally
no! His hands and his heart were always open to the
ery of the needy. At times, as with all generous

souls, his gifts exceeded the bounds of prudenece, and

the unworthy, at times, imposed upon his bounty.
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"But his partial friends are trying to make him out

a saint!n

Well, my friends, ean you and I stand the
test of the plumb-line so well? Let us be wise and
judge gently, that the cup of our own hlessing may be
full and sweet. Infirmities our heroie leader had,
but he knew them, he met them, he fought them, he
overcame them., 1 saw e?idenchQF that viectory often
and am not mistaken. It would be utter folly for a
young man to yield to dire temptation and excuse
himself by the example u?j;tﬁreat man. Oh, what a |

. coneery ity

struggle Grant, at one period of hliﬂ?=£ﬂ had, strong-
er than that with l.ee, Johnston and Pemberton, yet,
thank God, he conguered. Few publie men of to-day
are more agbstemious than he was the latter years of
his life,
And at the e¢lose, what a fire of prolonged suffering

¥ 5e thr M« - T
he passed throug i il {',..9/} e

Did he believe? Notice the words of July Hnd,‘%jg

"If it is within God's providence that I should go




A
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now, I am ready to obey his eall without a murmur."

His faith was as simple and as strong as that of a
child. (He was like his mother.) Mother and- ehild
are to-day in the arms of the RBeloved. In the large
universe there are many mansions, prepared by the
expansive love of Christ. Let us go there to find

our hero, our leader, our brother, friend.
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