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STATE OF VERMONT, M}/

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
BURLINGTON,

November 29, 1897.

General 0. 0. Howard,

¢/o Frank P. Bye, Superintendent of Schools,

West Chester , Pa.

My dear General;-

Enclosed please find a circular in regard to"The
American Magazine", which, with. others, Mr. George S. Benson (who
was a member of Go.- C, 9th Vt. Reg't at the same time I was) is
starting, and I think you will agree with me that it bids fzir to
be a grand thing. At my request Mr. Benson has sent you a
pieture of President Lincoln and a fac-simile of his letter to
the mother who gave her sons to the cause of the war. It has been
sent to your home, and I am sure you will be glad to own it.
It would be a great help to Mr. Benson and to the magazine if you
would give them a strong, encouraging letter. I have furnished such
a letter, and so has General W. W. Hemry, and they have also re-
c:eivéd letters from leading soldiers in Washington, New ‘fork City,
and elsewhere, and if the programme is carried out it will be an
instructor to the rising generations in patriotism. The sooner
this is sent the better,and if you chose to send it through me I

would be very glad.
Believe me, with kindest regards,

Sincerely yours, ﬂé %I/(

| |:||||[;||||1|||i||||z||||4|||;'|||;||||-.||||||||||||||||'|||'|||||||!'!|||||||!||||-|||I|||i||||

5

4

3

-

1

Oin






E 2 &’
A o el
{Z.Q_,;/ U AL ; ""’”Z/éfuﬁf?c
6‘:;/1,.«,_ 7 zf/}‘ ik LS 72 "? y*fj:-/"{ '
o ke # _I,..lﬂ . : /
; / A Tl ey
‘Q(-r-’ " X
Sl s aa
w{. /: . < /4* A A /Ze?‘
: > i Z
‘/l{_ o ( - gy //
/ P A
ﬁ'ﬂ-/-r//q/(;!f/fff 2 f//’! K?FL / ,Z
{_, 2 & A b A—?- £ F /#JA?
2 2 L LAy A

// //’/n:?d(ff

,.{‘Eé?fm Jé’é (/ d/zd- i

gfémm £ JM Mff/m‘%[

/(,{__,, [—tv,
KAt
2
il . i

r /- e /.-
: T R

:? ‘-9,' £ s Ctgr “ Cte 4 ///a

e fl- 7 Atz L2y AA—y % fAil

é"__‘, -/ i (

74 & A /f{(dﬁf/ W4 ,

HEADARTE SEFARTEMENT OF TEXAS,

CONMANDING GENERALIB OFFICE

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, %7 Flarsy q__{,;gjf/

s

i

/E /:’. f‘[_, L-—f'f-ﬁ,ﬁ.g_(_

e

7

: &//f/f

/r/f{pf‘k(/z"d /{_ 727 z-’ 7 deg

o ‘_jw P ad Tk

7y /4

//z}- s ‘Z"’Az;’i

l.._---'::j'r

—A 2 /f“

Wf—f?é—ﬂf,g =l

te—

%/zf/{i_ //'JZ

1 I //f//f‘“‘r /,;‘ = ,{/‘f d""”:f._ M’z//ﬂa{/{ﬂ%
| ‘// ?’Am ﬁ-w{ /;

—

A%*::
/
BV .ff

\%

‘[’I'|'IJ|'!']|I'I'|‘|’I'|' '1|I 1'I‘|'|'|'I ]'I'I'[

Z’AM.;{ D e e AT #;52
/{f/(\__/zfmf 4-}*/#/ Z
M{_, 77 /‘v'égg % /ﬂ/x/}?
2t ”fz‘gﬁfzc,cz”ﬁa{;%ﬁ%
//‘h‘ /Z?x/zi ‘ /f;/ /7&
f)‘\q_______._,_.—-—"’
7 -f_ff/’_"? ﬁy‘f{f _ /_‘,: 3 ﬁi‘l’:’f{___‘_

A’M/{_ |

i
2

IJI|!!1|I|I|! | ljI[I|I|I|I|E|I|I{I|Iil|||
2 3 5

O'in



o
g A
i e fﬂr:.L

o /.1_, d;?é_ / - -. F L A B 4’_5 ,/"-‘) =
77 , /s Zz v i /.74_.-:. /94/_ —
ﬂ.f ['1/ [f’ﬁ_, tL.-f // 7 /’/ 7 ) ﬁ,__?bra‘ :__
: /;k/c . i M// /:// ff 74 Z :f/%ﬂ; 20 2 =
2 > .=
7, A ﬁ{f’z i ”’ﬁ: /ﬂlﬂ K/f/,mf_ /; Lé : ﬁ-—/ S
c i e "’5"-*//{ ;,_/"‘- ,_/M;, = ///{ //541_4 M
f,-hﬁ_,}(.f ot
e [4 g
A : il H 2 g “"'///”f‘f{ e 22 |%
”;. ‘JL 'r:f 4 g : - T 4" . /’_-;2 / ﬁ;‘.—;m f i /"'f {-"' f ra ,-' o Eh_
\_T‘%‘,t—) e L/‘{{__ o L ; L ?/. G ;, ; /”J{% | :: -+
o e iy ///,h/_ , y T I
L/f ' m ét /ﬁf&; il Lf the il S 2185 “
‘/Z;/ ad - 7/};?7’_ i M é’ - A ,'l- 4 ‘ ;_
: i e 217 o b
. /M #fﬁf’f m ; ["f-‘ff @r ;,L/', 7 .-g"'.é' f/ lﬂ Iﬂ;‘_,-‘"’ia-r-{"’f La— E.-—-"”"i/;’ﬂ-f e B é ! &-‘.Gfi :__
(A e o v W R i =
. 7 f;fr LA Cce W77 A /& il — e g % {‘_fé =
i > a A ‘?’,.f,..,; A By jf ol s “;f Z |10
ST e : ¥ e -t - e e I AP o
/ & ol ol WXy - S Rl
ASAT~ 5 ze A 7 L ei i 722”/ %m ;nﬁ ﬁ-é’é’“ — A A =
; ,,0-:_1..:;5_--—: ‘_,_;;;/__.{ > e i i f‘{ﬁ:— L:-_.f i ,éi&{:} = V- J ‘ :___,
S /t{—-/ W T 1 At — Lﬂff.ﬁ__ f’(_, > """ ? -'L—:,”:/"/é | =
i e
-r . = t.[ o e 5
T‘}.rff ﬁ:/: /_"_5‘_, ///; 7L "/K & of ~F /;?}’ S
V. ot - AL A W?Lmﬁ/ (;P '7 ({f t—//:fj J_;/? :__'_-5
1T 7 il 2 . % ’/‘/" //— b .
e ;’j Zé%/djwd’#“: M“% Vicua :fm{"” A 753&(5
o ¢ 2 P # 7 ﬁ. T
{:—- #,..- ?J‘-r'f A... /{, f"'ﬂé 'C; F ";’: p -‘_ﬁ/ﬁ—ii 5 = i &’://;Z;// f%/ /"f;ﬂxf‘yf, ,-—.- _C/? o
= d - ;L{....-r( , /’_,/_f.' : "7 ?(:‘-ﬁ.:f' &(__
r{i.i‘f:.f} _,M,m..:._. é'fz 5 .-.. f{ o
e 2 S o e / ::::Z//




—
/wa UdnT P P

= .*?,:*.'A‘-' '
A= Z: /

XA ;{/Aéﬂf(

’ i
3 ;C—_"_‘_‘-'-—’-—_

/ &:/",‘yw{// zf//lf%m‘ﬁ

/,.7 o "’?’mﬂ*”’
. ’"Fj“:,// {_ %

. d‘_,f//ﬁﬂé _’;/cf_ a/" M{_
' 57
//:, 22 pp R
T e

o

|||I|||1|r|l|Itll||1|I|||||I|Ill{l[I]I|il|I|IJI|il|pl11|l|I}IJI[II||rll||II|I[I|III|Ii!|I|IFI

et L

TR

5

4

3

2

1

Oin



= " g

B o B i L -
___:_______.___;___________H___:______:__:__:_ ________h_______._:r__ﬁl__,_____.__._.ﬂ_h_&

f e asce




'"|”E|”'|'”|"']”'1"'l'i't'“f"'|”"'i'|'|'f"'F"'["‘|”'!r|'|'|'|'|'|"'l'|'|"
3

!

5

“;/f/.:"*/f'h ;?/'7#*—1?;;’/&5!‘2”’* ?f}?‘“ -

/ V‘/:::qwem-zﬂ : 2#’:{ h.m-/ Ty el

}/7'-7/5‘——-/ ffwr-_..:,f.f?’f e

r/véfw, ;//ﬂ ;- e v

Ve /ﬁf///?/ﬂfw éf~

— e

4

2 1

0
L]




. i
___________L__u___

..1.n.



S Vsl
IRy
C¥ 7

adzaﬂméﬂ :
éﬁﬁ#{ P ,,,44;) N.,é:—’dwnﬁ'— e
ekl oAt
7@/% e “g/af“
7/ ‘0 "Z/ i
W.sﬂ,édzf oy n ,jf
w-»;L Vo e
LIRS -h-mdéf
V. e i
LA Jﬁ;é T
/hé;{_é&.-m._m—ﬂé;/m mwéafm.%ﬁ_
”"”’;‘é’zgiﬁu s

£ Jm"j&-#ﬂm#/ .‘.}"7/3:-/_

) ,:..Af. :{,T 54 fr
WA ey J{Zu
W;Mm*.-&..f c..ﬂ
ok 7 s e o
wdorzs 6;714&4& B

e S

T||| ||||.t||||.'|||||||||||||i|||_||||||||||| I|I|rl|l!|||||:||!|||!:||!.|||.|||||i|;. HoU

5

4

3

|



R

e LD j:s.

m\\h

X

é%ﬁ GBA-«/— M.Z@m
mﬁ:‘i@ﬁ HJ/J:L/!,:’Z

:Efﬁmﬁzw_—?,{;&uﬁj > E e P M
= ¥ .u/g./‘q 7 /{_

'&"'I-ﬂ-r' s H""’:f sr--"-} .A’-fhmd ,..._.,.._4;.4{,

M,M sy Ladodll v S affrcoendiS

7Y Zﬁf/r“ - s
W g ,zg,z:f@@
PR fm

IR e TR B A
trein (i SRR o Qs R M
A_J et ke N L SNt

W aee

——

|||-|||||1|I|[|I|Ihlll|'|I|!|I|Ii|||i.|||',|||||||l||l|I|I|]|!!||II|||:||||'||||!||5i||||||:

—’|

5

4

3

1

Qin



n, &P 14::«-4(- ﬁmﬂfu%
e A %/ﬁf@f
o 5/2 /4/574 /@mf;fﬁ %ﬁc‘@m
| Mb Sty #tistznrl @L Jrl //%é%
M/é.zw_f %zzzfmﬂé/ém Sz
| W /%m/m %%EM?«

7%”""‘%/(’7’44““5” Il T
! W e v ,9' s D 237

r %mzbgﬂ
%Mfk #ﬁ% Mﬂﬂ:f&éf W

| %W&JW% cé%fm ﬁm/ zé:\,
l

|.|I.|I|I|tlijIII]IiI|I|E|IJI|I1I}I|IfI|I| |||
|

Oin




4 T
2l '{ /‘{%/ ,,4/1- 7 ff}v}mﬂ D21

ey Wm%)%%z Lo P siiores,
O/ &m&#ﬁjﬁ; Mf%q»ﬁi/

I|I|I]I|I|I|I|iIl|I|l]III||’I||ll|!|I|I|I|I'IIIII|4II|Ill|l[l|1li|l|||I|I!I|I|I|I|II||III

[T

5

4

3

2

1

| Oin



CABLE ADDRESS,

Lr{ s
E5TABLISHED /
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JAMES B. POND,

=l PRoPmEmE AND MA*;,.GER @

«+EVERETT HOUSE, CORNER 4TH AVENUE AND 17TH STREET, NEW YORK.s

Lecrrkes, CoNCARTS AXD ALL pDEsCEIFTIONS oF Musicat, LycEuM, axp Lrrerany ENTERTAINMENTS " EXGAGEMENTS WiTH ALL THE MOST CELERRATE!
LEcTuRERS AND MUsical ARTIETS MADE THREOUGH THIS AGENCY.

SEASON OF 1B87-88.

KUNE GEORGE F. (Isstrated.) i

R, g g |
a | TPIE DN CALIFORNIAY A FPletuno

A Comuedyg by Jamos Hownrd Bridges

H’t‘it‘}lﬂ;x Hﬂ' *EDWARD { with m'l:lu. wtlons. The Mt of Ihrn Hus

HETAMPHIX,"
HAW YORK.

LECTURERS.
ABEOTT, REV, LYMAN, D, D,

i COMBINATIONS.
ADLER, FELIX, |

A HICHT WI' IAN MACLAREN. Hoad:
ings irom ““Beside the Domnbs Briar
=t and “ kuld |£-1||E-$_1'M."‘ Hoad.
J aeArthEr &nd

ALLEN, THOS. 1
HBACHMANN, MAX. 1\|alr.]

BELL, M85 LILLI HOAS0T Al In.ub by Mr.

BLACE, ,|||,1,.|:xuu|:3.,, Tlbustrated. MeKELWAY, 8T, CLAIR. {Edlior Drook. " u|.,-|z.n..mw.'~ Pleturs Play, by Alex. Bealel Fl.r:-mm by & (nartetic es-
|.|||:4.|'|.Pf|'_|||.n‘ REY. AMORY J., .10, fym Eagrle, : | nodor Blagk. Latrat Literary and inlly pre for the tiaagoew and
BRITGMAN, L m.-... J HeENIGHT, J. A, Mapalson Uf B | Artlatie fuceess, Also Mr. Elack's New I1.||1.lm [V u.nl. A delightfol eniea-
CABLE, GEG. W | Hedena " {1111, ** Spaln and Coba. * anil Latest Succos. = A Caplial Court- Lalnmmen

CAFFI®, CHARLES IL (New.) | MILLER POLE. (Humeorlst. } S ship,’? wu..‘rlmu.mmwz.ilm Lils Orehestrs
CAINE, TALL. 1597-54, | “Fimus Down outh.s AFRIBON, 5. M. Rnpld Drawlngs and Talks of Hoventy Masicins.

COLLETT, AL-RED M. (¥ow.) | MOERRIS, SIR LEWIS, [New.) LAYMAN, The Man of 1,000 Ficea, PARE BIRTERS, Veeal and Instrumentsl.

NAET, THOMAS [II Lot Jscturenl.

:,RL'I'NRD F. MARION, {Mew.) .EUDI.E‘I' BhG‘E;-IHTE'lTB-

1
CHOCKETT, 8. K. Sonson 16083, PFEARY. LixUT. K. B | R. & MRA. MII
ELIOT, Rzv H.I.M'l,"}l A. PROK, Miss ANNIE 8., M_A, | MONOLOGUE, METROFOLITAN QUARTETTE. (Male]}
ELLIOYT, MATD HOWE. PETERS, REV, MADISOX C. | HEBFOED, MIS3 BEATRICE, NEW YORE PUILHARMONIC CLUE.
ELLAWORTH. W. W, FOTTEHR, Miss HELEX, THE GLOSE FAMILY,
FAGAN, LEW lzub#nrndm. (M) Mlust'd. :.m.uugx Jllilu MAKY. (Astromosny.) EADERS.
FOEs, SAM, WA LW
FOX. JOIIN, J SHRVISS, GARRETT F. | CARLETON, WILL. S0LOLISTS.

CULERERT=0%, MIS8 VIRGINIA, NORDICA.

| EKRHNEDY, rL'I‘.{..I. BETH Dz WITT. DE YERE, Mig2 CLEMEXTINE. Eopranao.
OLIVER, s':..u EATHARINE E. {Keaw.! BARKER, Misg EIMIESNIE, Sopraso.
WIOH A KDBOK, Fror. LOOKE. ELAUVELY, Miss LILLIAN, Sopi&no,
ROERERTS, CHARLES, JE. WHITE, Migs PRISCILLA. Bopramno,
HHORT, Miss MARION, GLOSE, ADDLPIL. Flanit
WILSOH, Miss JEAN, FlECukKit, EMIL.~ Basso.

AMITH, Fror. (HARLES BFRAGUE.

HAWEINE, 'ANTHONT HOPE, |Hew.} |
BTODDARD, 8, K, ﬁlﬂu.unb.-l:

HILLE, LUCIUS MERRY. The Bouthers |
Foet and Humorlat (N ¥ | YAMN DYEE, REV

HOWARD, JOSEFPH, Jr.  Idwsirated WATRON, REV. JOHM, * Ian Maelnren,”
s How York as aho now e 1650- 10,

AOWE, JULIA WARIM W EILR, Fror. JOMN F., N. &, M. &,

HOWELLS, W. 1IN, [Row.} ?J.'QH-EILL M. L "\I-'FJ 19810,

EING, Gex, HORATIO C,

i, withowd proprictary right in amy of dhese mteviainmenss,
G el i JAS. B. POND

[rra—— =

pon the ability of the Artists or Lecturers to fulfill them. [In case of detention by sckness, accident, or any

de by this Agent mediticmal &
All engagements ma v this y are conditicnal u L ot o A will alwai b ST i G epsl e

jegrtimate or unaveidabie cause, it is understood that there shall be oo chaim
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EDGAR 0. ACHORN, (/’é

i/
COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 27 TREMONT ROW,

Boston, Tov. 30, 1897 .

General 0, 0. Howard,
My dear General:-

It seens as if my troubles would never cease.
I should like to have vour opinion as to what should be done, if amy-
thing, under the following cilrcumstances.

Under date of October 2nd, lir. Cridler wrote
me saying, "It now gives me pleasure to say that he (The President)
hag directed your appointment as Secretary of the Legation at gt.
Petersburg. It was practically the only place opnen”. Then ir.
Cridler went on to recite what the salary would be and the advantage
of the position, and urged me to itake it.

Under the same date, Governor Long wrote me
gdvising me to take this position.

I wired rmy acceptance, and wrote z letter at
the same time both to Governor Long and ir. Cridler, stating that I
accepted the position.

Under date of October 5th, I received a letter

from Governor Long sayving, "I am glad you accented the position offered

you by the President. The President wished me to say that yvou would not

be expected to go to gt. Petersburg for at least a month or two, as
the new iiinister would want to retain the present sSecretarv until he
had familiarized himself with the dutiest From this, I assumed that
I should be sent out about the middle of December, and I began to make
oy arrangements accordingly.

October 24th, I went to lew York and saw the
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EDGAR O, ACHORN, M 7
COUNSELLOR AT LAW, )

27 TREMONT ROW,

Boston, 18¢

new Minister. He sald that he had not heard of my appointment until
he came to Washington, and that it had somewhat embarrassed him, as he
did not know but that I had made preparations to go at once, and he
was anxious to avall himself of the knowledge of the present Secretary
for a while in carrving out the policy outlined to him by the President;
that is, the promotion of American enterprises in Russia. He said,
farther, that lir. Andrew J. White and others had written him, advising
that the »resent Secretarv be retained. Mr. VWhite's letter he had
forwarded to ithe President. Considering what our relations were
likely to be for the next four vears, I felt it inocumbent upon me 1o
gshow an obliging disposition at the start, and I told him to take such
time as he thought necessary with the old sSecretarv to get his bearings,
and that it wouldn't make any material difference to me whether I went
slx weeks sooner or later: that Secretary Long had already advised me
that my appointment would be delayed for a month or two to convenlence
him, After a pleasant hour together we separated. He remarked that
he didn't know what lir. Plerce the present Secretary's attitude was.
When I returned to Boston I wrote a note asking him,
among other things, if there could bve any objection to my writing ir.
Pierce and making ..ome inauiries as to the cost and menner of living

in St. Petersburg, etc. He wrote me in reply, saying that he did not

- think it advisable for me to write lr. Pierce, as he did not understand

the situation and it might lead to comwlications which may as well be
avolded. He further said, "As understood with vou the other day, it

will be necessary Tor me to look the situation over very carefully, and
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EDGAR O. ACHORN,

COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 27 TREMONT ROW, V

Boston, 18¢

Senators of my appointment, I wrote both lr. Hoar and lxr. Lodge a few
days ago, stating in positive terms that the apnointment at gt.
Petershurg had been tendered to me, and that I had accented; that nmy
name would shortly be sent to the Senate, and I said that I supposed
ther would take care of me there and thanked them for what they had
done in my behalf. Yesterday I recelved the following reply from Mr.
Lodge:

My dear L., Achorn:-

I have received vour letter of Nov. 22nd. I shall
always be glad to be of service to yvou in any way I can, and of course
if the President should nominate you as Secretary at st. Petersburg
I shall be glad to give it my support in the Senate. The present
secretary at st. Petersburg however is a very old friend of mine,
and although appointed by lir. Cleveland suppvorted Mr. McKinley at the
last election. He has made a most excellent officer in his »resent

position, and I was in hopes that he might be retained, having no idea

~of course that you were a candidate for that place, which you have

aver mentioned to me when we spoke together. I had understood it was
?ﬁur desire to go to Ecuador, and I had urged vour appointment on the
Depariment for that post. I have no doubt that the administration
intends to give vou some very desirable place from the fact that they
have been considering vour name for St. Petershurg.
Very truly yours,
H. C. Lodge,
This throws & whole flood of light on lr. Thite's

and other letters to which lr. Hitchcock referred and confirmed my
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EDGAR ©. ACHORM,
COUNSELLOR AT LaW, 7 TREMONT ROW,
Boston, 18¢

apprehensions. You see, lr. Pierce is the son of Professor Plerce at
Harvard, and nc doubt the scholar in politics side of this case has
been worked for all it is worth.

I translate Mr. Lodge!s letter to mean that if mr name
is sent in to the Senate, he will not take issue with the administration
on ny appointment, tut that he doesn't propose to vermit it if he can
poesseibly help it. It is a disgusting exhivition of trickery, because
Mr. Lodge knows that when I asked him to support me for linister to
Ecuador he flew into a towering rage at the Capitol and wonldn't even
give me a hearing, and I then and there abandoned the nroject. Again,
I wvrote him in positive terms that the poaition_ﬂigjgﬁﬂL}endﬂr ne
at st. Petersburg and that I_Egg_gccentgg it. He replies by saving,
as you see, that the fact that mv name has been considered for this
place shows that I am to get something desirable. I haven't replied to
the letter and haven't said amrthing whatever to ir. Long in regard to
all this, because I thought that perhans it was better that he should
not know it; but I have written Mr. Long asking to have mv name sent
in at once, in order to get awav to Paris before Plerce and his sallies
gbroad influence lr. Hitchcoeck to oppose my coming, and because I
believe that the great argument against me will be that I cannot sneak
or write French fluently, all of which I wlll be able to do in two
months with what I now know.

The great question is whether vou think it nossible that
the President, having promised me this position, would now withdraw

the appointment under any influence that might be brought to bear. If
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EDGAR O. ACHORN, - /

CDUHSEL.LOF! AT LAW, 27 TREMONT ROW,

Boston, 18¢

a8 spoon &8 nossible reach such conclusion as will meet the nolicy out-
lined to me by the President, and this I will do as aulickly as existing
conditions will permit".

This letter was couched in such ambiguous terms that it
raised a doubt in my mind as to exactly what it did mean, and when I
recalled Mr. Hitochcock!s asttitude in New York and certain statements
made to mes the embarrassment of my appointment to him, the question of
his ability to carrvy ocut the policy outlined by the President without
the presence of the old secreiary, the advise he had received to retain
Mr. Pieraa,*;he doubt grew.

A day or two ago I met & classmate of Pierce, who, as
you mey know, is & son of the professor at Harvard of that name, and he
ipformed ne that lir. Pierce was, he understood, verv anxious to retain
his position at 5t. Petersburg and he thought would use all nmeans to
that end. I then began to wonder whether M»r. White's and the other
letters lr. Hitchcock referred to had not been inspired, and vhether
after Nr. Hitchcock reached Si. Petersburg lir. Plerce might not convince
hin, already evidently somewhat uncertain of himself, that he (Pierce)
wvas indispensable to the mission. Mr. Hitchecoek told me that he was
going as a favor to the President. If he found that the retention of
the old Secretary would make things easy for him, he might ask it as s
:E'E'VOI' in return.

Mr. Hitchcock impressed me as being a thorough gentle-
m4h, and my apprehensions as to any action he might take may be wholly

urFDuncled., btut I thought it might be well enough to disclose them to

vap.
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EDGAR 0. ACHORN, /
COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 37 TREMONT ROW,

Boston, 18g

I have proceeded upon the theory that there could be
no question of my appointment, the President having given his nromise,
and in the last two months have sold ny house, stored nmy furniture,
adjusted my private affairs, ineluding the care of my baby, arranged
for someone to take my office business, and advised mv clients and
friends that I am going away; so that today I am waiting for my msrching
orders.

Now, I understand that while English is generally
spoken at st. Petersburg, a knowledge of French is quite essential to
my nosition, and so I have been working every spare hour under & French
teacher for the last month. I have a fair knowledge of German, but
heve negleclied my French since my College davs. In the last thirty
days I have made sufficient headway, so that I can read any article in
a French newspaper practically at sight. I have no auestion now but
that I could translate any document in French that might be addressed
to the department. I have accomplished something in speaking and
vriting also. I want to acaquire the language. however, as speedlly as
possible, and I therefore wrote to ir. Long to suggest that.if the
Preslident would make my appointment as soon as Congress donvernes and
glve me my papers, I would sail at once for Paris and spend rv time
there upon the language, until !, Hitchecock has had & fair chance with
the 0ld secretary, say two months. That would take it into the niddle
of Februery, and by that time lir. Hitchcock ought to be fairly well

into his seat, and I shall have acquired enough French with what I

'alrea&y know to be master of the situation.

Thinking that courtesy demanded that I should notify the
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EDGAR O. ACHORN, é/_

COUNSELLOR AT LAW,
] #7 TREMONT ROW,

I = - 7
Boston, Hov. 30, 1897 .

4

he did, vou can see in what a mortifving and humiliating position I
should be placed. All ry friends and clients are advised of my intended

£

departure, and I have allowed mich of my business to slip out of mw

hands already, besides having done everytliing except pack my trunk.

Will you be kind enough on receint of this to let me

i)
F4

know what steps, if any, should be taken in this matter?

Very sincerely yvours,
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