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Genl. 0. 0. Howard,

156 College St.,

Burlington, Vt

Dear General:--

In reply to your letter received last Saturday
(but without date) I have to say that I should be glad to comply
with your request if I were well, but I am suffering from nervous
exhaustion and weakness the result of a four weeks seige of the
Grippe, and am unable to fully perform the duties devolving upon
me., In faet 1 may have to suspend work altogether for a short
time.

The subseription book whieh you used is in the safe and 1 know
of no reason why it ce¢ould not be forwarded to you if you desire it,
but it will be impossible for me to give any thought to it.

I think the better portion of the Americecan people understand
that your work for Howard University was of great magnitude; great-
er than can be expressed in figures.

Regretting exceedingly that my health is suech that 1 am unable
to serve you, I am as ever,

Yours very truly,

i







LienCe Sy Bhonnifoud.
Wﬁ Feb. 16th, 1897

Gen.0,0,Howard,

Vermont,
" My Dear General;--

You very likely will not remember me by name, but you
will recall the young man who was detailed by the National Republi-
can Committee to Jjoin the "0ld generals speoialf at Chicago,and
attended to reporting the various speeches, taking care of the local
press reports, etc., and who was with the party until they disbanded
at Detroit, Your great kindness to me while on the trip prompts
meé to ask if you would not be willing to send me a short letter
stating that my work in this capacity was entirely satisfactory
to you; that is, of course, if you feel you can &o s0 consistently.

This is a small matter to you, but it may mean & great deal to

me just at the present time, and I sincersely trust I am not presum-

ing too much on your time and good nature, and that you will feel
disposed to comply with my request.

Very respectfully yours,
WAL Y e
Please address e — : o
JoHl's-mith’

¢/o Pickands, Mather & Co.,
Cleveland, 0.
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W. P. SMITH, PRESIDENT. C, C. BINGHAM, I5T. VICE PRESIDENT, F. A, PIERCE, anND. VICE PRESIBENT.
M. M, NELSON, TREASURER €. V. PERRY, RECORDING SECRETARY, :-7

Young Men's Christian Association.

—— DIRECTORS: =

HENRY FAIRRANKS, M. F. STONE, DAVID Y. COMETOCN,

of, C, CLARK, A, C. HARVEY, W. J. RANNEY,

E. N. RANDALL, G. W, BANGS, JESsSE JACE,

G, E. PUTNEY, R, MACKINNOMN, REV. FRANK APPLETON,
REV. G. C. WATERMAM, A. H, McLEGD,

E B READ, GENERAL SECRETARY.

St. Johnsbury, Vt.,......EFeb.. 16,....189.7.

Gen. 0., 0. Howard,

Burlington, Vt.

Your letter of the 10th, announeing the subjects
for your addresses, was duly reeeived. Will you kindly let me
know by return mail at what time you will arrive here. 1
gneclose mileage book for your use.

Very truly yours,

f,ff” General Seecretary.
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Committee on American Interests in Turkeysy/'p 7

Hexry D. Hyoe, Chairman. REv. Josian Strone, D.D., Secrefary,
UnitEn CuariTies Buiibane,
HENRY D. HYDE, HON. EVERETT P. WHEELER,
Representing The American Board, Representing The National Armenian Relief Committee,
HON. DARWIN R. JAMES, JOHN 5. KENNEDY,
Representing The Presbyterian Board. Representing Robert College, Constantinople.
JUDGE ENOCH L. FANCHER, WILIALM E. DODGE,
Representing The American Bible Society, Representing Beirut College, Syria.
ALEXANDER E. ORR, JOSIAH STRONG, D.D._,
Representing The American Bible Society. Representing The Evangelical Alliance for the United States,
Dict. New York, Feb, 17th, 18987,

My Dear Dr, Hawes:

My reply to your favor of the 15th iunst.
has been somewhat delayed by absence from the city. Having Jjust returned
from an interview with Mr. McKinley on Saturday, I am able to say that he
desires a man for Constantinople possessing the following qualifications:
1, He must be a man of experience and skill as a diplomat. 2. He pust have
intelligent sympathy with the missionaries. 5. He should bhave ample know-
ledge of international law., 4, It is very important that he should speak
French, and 5. very desirable that he should be a man of independent fortune.
The last consideration is mentioned because there are pnly three things
that impress a Turk: Force, a bribe and show., A man who lives economically,
or what we would call economically, would be considered by the Turks of
little consequence and representing a government of little comnsequence.
Bx-Minister Straus told me that he spent, while there,, $20.000 more a year
than his salary. How many of the desirable qualifications enumerated
General Howard possesses, I am not aware; but he lacks the first great
essential, he has not had large experience as a diplomat which, I am sure,
is regarded as sine qua non., Mr, MeKinley, I think, sympathizes entirely
with our Committee on American Interests in Turkey in the judgment that the
appointment at Constantinople is the most important in all our foreign
service. He said to me repeatedly: I want for that post the largest man
to be had in the United States. General Howard possesses the intelligent
syppathy with missionaries, which is essential, but lacks the training of
a diplomat.

Yours very cordially,

oy
pOzeal - 7 -
s ;

Secretary.
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