310 West 128th Street, :
NEW YORK, Sept. 16, 189&.

General OLIVER O, HOWARD,
Governcr’s Island, N EW Y O R K,

My dear Sir, -- ¢
Learning from the newspapers some weeks ago,
that you are engaced on a book shortly to be preduced, I beg te intro-
duce to your notice the business that I have been engaged in foT the
past eighteen years, imn the hope that you may find that my services my
be of some use to you,

T have recently concluded an editcrial engagement on ihe
Standard Dictionary, of which you are the Military Editor. If Dr.
Gregory, ‘he Managing Editor, has not abready menticned my name ¢ you
(he intended tc, at an early cpportunity), I refer you to him person-
ally, or toc the enelosed copy of a letter he wrote for me on the occa-
sicn of my leaving the Dietionary., For details of my work I can also¢
refer you to the printed copies of letters herewith, and tc any of the
authors, publishers, and others named in the enclésures.

A specialty with me is Imdexing, and in that line I have had
an extensive ewperience, having nade, and being now engaged in the mak
ing of, Indexes to several ippoetant books. Amone these T may mentim
Kennan'’s *Siberia; " Jeffersonls 'Autuhin;raphyi' "Iife of Linccln, ' by
Hay and Nicelay; Speeches of Linecln,' by the same authors; Duruy’s
*Middle Ages"; some of Longmans’ seriés of "Historic Towns'; besides
many law books, and smaller works,

The preparation of MSS. for the press {(in some instances, I
copy the MS. on the Caligraph and revise at the same time), eiving za®
careful attention to unifermity of style, ete.; the reading of a set
of author’s proofs, either before or after his reading, oT, sometimes,
to save his time, instead of his reading ; recearch in libraries for
new matter or for verification of dates, names, ele.,=--all fall within
my field of work, and the success I have met with in these lines is
such as toc justify my offering my services to you.

Skould you have need of assistance, I shall be very elad to
hear from you, and I can assure you of prompt and careful WoTk.

Very truly yours,

A A O sne “‘f’"’f’/

If you have an oppcriunity, from your knowledge of others J
having similar work in hand, will you kindly use the enclcsed cards. '
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Hotel New Netherland, New York;
September 18thyl893.y

’

'.ﬂear General Howard:-

I thank you for your kind reply. It is too
muech to ask of you, and whereever it may be hecessary again
I will not object to the writing by ammarmuiensis.
They have returned the paper from Tuskegee but I dont wish to
gend forward this deed to be recorded till I am sure they
: satisfied that Mighton ? ? elaim as to a hundred or two
W the boundary line. They promiésed to go and see him,
B 05¢ who with him said the fence was not straight and
Wit right and let me know. When these points are all made,
not better bring the paper to you to.sign than ask you
®lone away up here ? Still this is a very pretty house, well
% a visit.
%' I hope I shall be able to winter here as I have a com-
@table room here at very moderate price, the food is rather
gear but I know a restaurant near where some artists and wives
Miwe, and where the table is very nice, so after my coffee and
roll , I shall go aften there. _ B Teu
Dear General, dont say " Blacls,few of the.as I know them™ i
are the ebony type. Born under slavery, a remove from savage- ...
ry, they mellowed in tone and among the myriads on Aunt
Chenney's plantations I recall few positively black people, I
I think about 70 per cent of the negro element of the South Y
are of Mr. Douglas's complexion to say nothing of the tens of
thousands of mixed blood that we with one consgnt place under
the negro bane, éfhere with more fitness Gocejicic: aug [0 Lhe
laws of progréssion they could claim the affinitfes of the
higher type. But this is not so much the phrase as it is the
cue it gives the opposition, ever alert to say Aha ¢ dont you
see the covert admission withal. The Blacks - the monkeys,
Mre Dodge or Bishop Potter used the same term and It jarred
on we then as now. Why should they or any body objeel to the
horst name of Negro more than Mongolian, Irish , etce, I
cand see. " Colored people " is such an affectation. I like
Afra-American it is manly and strong, carries on its face a
sug®estion of awakening puissance. I do always manage to make
sheWss for you. Well, you seem to have made such a nice pati-
ernl of the Master to govern your life, I cant help speaking &
out" " to U0U.

|

\

Sincerely, yours,

M. E. BERRY.
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Manzion Louse,

D. BOWDEN, FPROFPRIETOR.
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