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APPLETONS' CYCLOPZDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY,

15 East Tith St., New kal__;,;?f—m;“____ 189

GEN. JAS, GRANT WILSON, Senio: Editor, (
0. APPLETON & CO., Publishers.
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Maje. Gen. 0. O, Howard,

Governors' Island,

¥

New York,N.Y.

Dear Generali-

1 I attended the meet ing of the stockholders of the
Telephone Corpany. The old rimsker B Directors,with one excep-
tion, re-clected. They voted to pay a dividend of 1 1/2% Feb.
15th,for the three months end ing December 31st, The Corpany is
out of debt. Thay haveysin the last vear,improved and extended
their plant quite materially. The President of the Comp any
says that the outlook for the suceess of the Company was never

better than at the present. I asked him what he emsidered the

valne of the stoek,and he said it was worth par,in his judgment,
although sales have been male at 60. He did not say how recently.
Always at your scrvice,
I REemain,

Yours Very Truly,
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®HE FRENGH E€VANGELIGAL PUBLISHING
SOGIEMY AND 1mS (JORK.

— T T A

The missionary work among the French-speaking
population of New England is now an accomplished
fact, It is estimated that 1,000,000 French people
have come to the United States, and that thousands of
them become naturalized and intend to live perma-
nently in this country. Most of them are Roman
Catholics, or at least, nominally such. A large num-
ber are indifferent, and are drifting rapidly into infi-
delity. Besides that, it is recognized that the majority
ot those French people, by their religious and intel-
lectual training, and too often, through a lack of any
proper training, at all, are decidedly hostile to Am-
erican ideas and principles, or, as in many instances,
unable to understand them.

Hence the necessity of missionary work among
the French of New England. It has been carried on
successtully so far as the establishment of French
Evangelical churches and missions in this State and
elsewhere, and the dedication of the new building of
the French Protestant College in Springfield, prove
sufficiently. It is not a bitter and unreasonable
aggressiveness, nor an endeavor to disturb Roman
Catholics. It is a work of reconstruction, the object
of which is to give to those people the same religious
and moral rights enjoyed by Americans. The pro-
moters and supporters of this important department of
Home Mission work, want simply to give the Gospel
to the French and educate them so that they will ful-
fill all the requirements of American citizenship. In
order to further this evangelizing and educational
movement, it has been thought wise to form a society
under the name of ** The French Evangelical Publish-
ing Society,” which was incorporated by the Massa-
chusetts I‘icgislature last Spring. he following
words taken from its Charter, set forth the ends of
the Society :

“ This Society, recognizing the power of the press
to-day, as a great factor in the religious and political
world, intends to publish a newspaper, partly French
partly English, that will discuss all the great questions
affecting the French Canadian nationality and the re-
lations of this population with our American civiliza-
tion."

The need of such a publication is urgent. A
French paper, well edited and widely circulated, will
be one of the mightiest instrumentalities in bringing
about the Americanization of this important portion of
our foreign population.

The Publishing Society purposes to issue tracts
and pamphlets bearing on the momentous religious
and sociological questions of the day. The paper to
be issued by the Society will be called ** Le Citoyen
Franco-Americain ©* (or The Franco-American 8‘
zen). [twill be published weekly and in both Frenéh
and English.

The financial agent of the Society is authorized
to solicit funds in behalf of its work. The constitution
of the Society provides that all moneys received shall
be used for the missionary work it has in view.

All contributions may be sent to the Treasurer,
Ralph W. Ellis, Esq., 5 Elm Street, Springfield,
Mass.

This important and timely enterprise has the
sanction of the Massachusetts Home Missionar
Society, and of all our French pastors, Revs. _]y
Paradis of Lowell, J. A. Derome of Ware, J. Bruneau
of Holyoke, J. Allard of Fall River, T. G. A, Cote,
General Missionary of the Massachusetts Home Mis-
sionary Society, Rev. C. E. Amaron of Springfield,
P. Ph. Briol of Spencer, N. Gregoire of Worcester,
and E. D Pelletier of Marlboro.

In behalf of the Society,
Rev. J. ProvosT, President.

———r—— o ——

Presented by REV. P. PH. BRIOL,

French Missionary and Financial Agent of the French
Evangelical Publishing Society.
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