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CLAIMS

EQUIPIDENT EOR EOOT TROOPS,

IXVERTED DY

COL. H. G. MERRIAM, U. S. A.
o

. 8. PatesTs Juxe 13, 1876, Mav 21, 1872, AxD
May 3, 1857,

—_—

Arso Parestep 1% Exerasp, Frawck, AUSTHIA,
ITaLY axn BELSIUM.




Ist—It places a large proportion of the weight of the soldier's
pack directly upon the strong bones of the hips, relieving the
shonlders and spinal column from strain,

Zil—The stiff side braces stand in the direct line of the shock
prodluced by the act of marching, viz., that of the advanced leg, as
it eomes to the ground; henee they receive the shock and transfer it
to the strong base of support above named,

Sl —1t prevents all pressmee upon the shonlder blades, leaving
the shoulders and arms entirely free for action, and allows fres
ventilation of the back — the pack not even touching it neces-
sarily.

4th-=The shonlder straps, by their form and vertical attach-
ment no longer press npon the nerves and vessels of the arm-pits,
consequently preventing numbness and swelling of the hands.

Sth—The invention avoids every form of cross lLelt, leaving
the chest entirely free from constriction, so that the coat and even
the waist belt may be thrown open on & hot march, without derng-
ingr the equipment.

fth—Tt distributes the weight and shoek of the pack, and re-
moves leverage and constriction from the vital parts of the body to
suich an extent that the pack is now armnged to contain mtions, as
well as clothing, extra cartridges, efe., thns dispensing with the
enmbersome and unsightly haversack, heretofore carried under the
arm by o cross belt, and tolemtod only from necessity.

Tth—The gide braees are interchangeable, and are easily de-
tuched from the pack and joined fogether, forming an exeellent
pole for the shelter tent.

fth—The equipment iz adjustable to all sizes and all forms of
nren, and is light, simple and serviceable in all its parts.

Sth—It anstains the cartridgs box, or belt, in exact position,
whether full or empty, thus avoiding the necessity for wearing the
warist belt tight and uncomfortable.

10th—In ease of any accident to the side braces which cannot
be met at onee by their interchangeability, the equipment is
instantly convertible, so as to be carricd temporarily opon the
shounlders.

11th—This single equipment is adapted to the lightest as well
as the heaviest marching order,

i
3
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PFOST OF FORT SPOKANE. W.T..

Awruzt 12, 1585,
To the Regimental Adjutant 4tk Infantry,

Bim:—In reply to yonr letter of ingoiry on the sabject of the
worth, of the equipment for foot troops, invented by Colonel H. C.
Merriam, U, 8. A., | have the honor to state that [ turmed it over
to Companies “F* and ‘B 4th Infantry, to be tested in their practice
marches of last year, who pronouneed it to be all that was elaimied
for it by the inventor. It has also been tested in short marches, on
several occastons ab the Post, and all agree that if any equipment
muel be worn, thot this ig the best of the lot. 1 doubt if any un-
interested Co, Commander would favor the nse of a lmapsack of any
kimd, and the eoldiers say that they wounld rather drop and pay for
it than to use it.f

Very respactiully,
Your olwdlient servant,
J Fornp Kesr,
Major 4th U, 5, Infantry,
Commanding Post,
+The anthor might have added with teoth and equal fores that eoldicrn
woill rather pay for the cation than Lo carry it , anad for the rille ithan Lo wee i1

I Tinve s timea when [ would pay for'n I| el fed rifles pather than G s
them mawed. (HH
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1 POST OF FORT SPOKANE. W, T.,
r‘
Awrust 12, 1888,
To the Regimental Adjutant 4th fnfantry,
Si:—In reply to your letter of inguiry on the subject of the
worth of the equipment for foot troops, invented by Colonel H,
Merriam, U. 8, A., I have the honor to state that | tarned it over
to Companies *F" and ‘B 4th Infantry. to be teste] in their practice
marches of last year, whe pronsunced it to he ull that was claiied
for it by the inventor. = Tt has also: beon tested in short marches, on
reveral - occasions ab the Post, and all agree that if any equipment
sitreal be worn. that thisis the best of the lot. I doubt if any un-
interested Co, Commander would favor the nseof o knapsack of any
kind. and the soldiers say that they would rather drop und pay for
it thun to useat. 7
Very respectfully, Your obedient servant,

J Fonrn Kewnr.
Major 4th U. 8, Infantry, Commanding Post

tThe anthor might have added with fenth and eqil foree thal soldiors
wonld rather pay for the ration than to earey il nned for the rifle than to nee it

I have seon flmes when [ wonld Pay fur w hondeed sifles rather than fo see
Eliem maed.— MEinia o,
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Extiacr vrowt Reronr or Asst. Svnoess Locis Bus IEMIN,
L. 8. A of field oparations incidental to, and at Camp of Instene-
tion near old Fort Casper, Wyoming, Aug. 23, to Oct, 5, TER8,

“The privates of the Hospital Corps wore equipned with the Blanket
Bag, Haversack, Canteen, and tin cup, sonp, towel, DLlanked,
shelter tent and pole, meat wution’ can, knife fork, nnd spoon.
One private was snpplied with the “Merrinm Equipment,™ in lien
of the Blinket Bag and Haversack, On the mareh without ambi-
Linee or wagons, and the sneesa ling bivomae, the npper compartment
of this Equipment was neeid for a sipply of medicines and  dressings,
the lower compartment being  packed with enderelothing  and
rations,

I have made geveral practical Erinls of this Equipment, having
rereonally earried it, and the Blanket Bag on the inarch. 1 feel thai
| canrecommend it as & good Kquipment for hospital nse in the field.
By paragraph 23 of G 0. 36, A G. 0. 1887, it is required thal in
tine field or in time of war, one fourth of the Hospital privates shall
ATy H ’-‘!l?itﬂl I'flﬂ‘.f‘*" '_i‘-"E{!-. ar dreagine cogoe | T Mol e Py u—
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CtMernrary .
‘i( POST OF FORT LARAMIE, WYQ.,
October 39, 1883
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Tu the Commmding Officer,

v Compiny <E° Tth Infantry,

& Br:—In reply to your request for @ report on the knopaack

varried by i (the invention of Golonel H. 0, Merrinin, Tth Infantry, )

| hawe the homor to state the follawing facts for your information.
The pack was Brst isgued and worn by me, in the Spring of 1586,

simee which time | bave worn it a gowd deal; both an the routine of

tiarrison duty and short practics marches of fifteen or sixteon miles,

I have also worn it onthe recent practice march. a distanee of S2415 |

miles, part of the time ligbtly packed and part of the time @

with the fall kit as providsl in Cirenlar 5, Department of the

r
1 Platte, series of 1887. 1 have also worn it with an additional |
§ blanket packed on it, and fonnd no inconvenience resulting from the A\g\

“‘\j increased weight, The rtions being carried in the pack keepa
them free from diet, and Jdoes away with the crozs-helt of the Haver-
wack, an chiectionalile fenture in itself; the croes-belts of Haversack |

* ¥ a2 ul Canteen bonding to hinder respiration, and to me. more. observ- | |
] 0 iy v - b
anie in clunoing hills or traveling over o rough conntey.

I/ its ponstruciion the weight earrted is thrown on the hips; thereby
allowing me an erect o natural position when marching, which |
t:'-":'”h] not abtain if carrying the “Blanket-Bag” now izzued by the
Ovidnanes Department.  In the arraagement of the shoulder-straps,

P they do not cat the arms o shonlders. but allow [ree use of the arms «
during the mareh. 1§ af **Attention” the arms do not become ;
numb when this pack iz uead, and | conzider the *‘Standing at

'HI' Attention™ the most severe feet of endoranee (hal a sl Lier in heavy
\

LY
mnurching order can be placed in. %
The field balt supports are an excellent thing especially in warm s
! weather, when the blonge can be thrown open, and the belt at all
times worn loosely.
I 'have carried the Blanket-Bar now issucd to fool-troops i!:z~3\
olil war knapsack, the Sherlock equipment and the Blanket-Koll;

W] and | prefer the Merrinm equipment, for the reasons above given.
I Very reapectfully, Your obedient servant. F
1 Huan Hyxps, |
; ﬁ First Sergeant, Co. “ K, Tth Infantry. ;
4 1 =

N EsporsEMEST. Company “E,”" 7th Infantry, Fort Laramie,

i
¢
¥ Wyoming. October 22, 1888, i
i
e
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Hespectfully forwarded to the Pest Adjntant.
w O the recent practice march 1 had occasion to nate the advant-
< yawez of this poek over the -*Blanket-Bag'™ and “Blanket-Holl.™”
My own observation leads me to blicve that it has all the advantages
claimed for it,

N

. W. Mclver, 2nd Lient. Tth Infantry, |
Commanding Co. “E." {‘

e M S

r




	M91b22f028i001r
	M91b22f028i001v
	M91b22f028i002r
	M91b22f028i002v
	M91b22f028i003r
	M91b22f028i003v
	M91b22f028i004r
	M91b22f028i004v
	M91b22f028i005r
	M91b22f028i005v
	M91b22f028i006ar
	M91b22f028i006av
	M91b22f028i006br
	M91b22f028i006bv
	M91b22f028i007r
	M91b22f028i007v
	M91b22f028i008ar
	M91b22f028i008av
	M91b22f028i008br
	M91b22f028i008bv
	M91b22f028i009ar
	M91b22f028i009av
	M91b22f028i009br
	M91b22f028i009bv
	M91b22f028i010r
	M91b22f028i010v
	M91b22f028i011r
	M91b22f028i011v
	M91b22f028i012r
	M91b22f028i012v
	M91b22f028i013ar
	M91b22f028i013av
	M91b22f028i013br
	M91b22f028i013bv
	M91b22f028i013cr
	M91b22f028i013cv

