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S e opnT (OFPOSITE TREASURY DEPANTMENT.} Homn. SAM°L F. PHILLIFS, Solleltor-Genernl
s, Washington, v O, S - E 3] : : ;
Will practiee before the Supreme Court of the United States, Gourt of Claims, Claims Commis- U 5 Washingion. D- £

Hon. 0. FERER, 31 Awdlter U, 8, Trassury,

Washington, D. €. 35']53. and the ﬁmt Committess of ﬂﬁ‘ﬂgr;ﬁﬁ. BE-II!E tlmmug_hl:r _El‘ﬂ]ll.l:l.r_ with dven’l 0, O, Howann, 7. & Army.
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‘\3&/« attention to all matters befors the Patent Office, General Land A
(5 Office, Treasury, War, Interior, and other Departments. P )
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oF THE UKITED BTATER aXDp BriTisn PROVINCES,

OFFICE OF THE INTERKATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE YoUxG MEX'S CORISTIAN ASS0CTATIONS
23D BTREET AND 4TH AVERUE, NEW York Crry, March 30, 1885,

To the Young Men's Christian Associations of the Uniled States and British Provinces :

DEAR BRETHREN—The Twenty-sixth Convention of the American Associations will be held
in Atlanta, Ga., May 13-17, 1885,

All Young Men's Christian Associations, entitled under the Rules of the Convention to re-
presentation, are earnestly requested to send delegates.

[.—The meeting for organization will be held at 10 A. M., Wednesday, May 13th.
(For Rules, regarding Ropresentation, see Nota.)

The Committee is now in negotiation for reduction of railroad and steamboat fares for delegates,
and would urgently request brethren who can aid in securing such reductions to do so on the re-
ceipt of this circular, and to report them to us immediately, in order that they may all be embraced
in the Transportation Circular, which we desire to issue as early as possible.

Every delegate should be provided with one of the enclosed Credentials, properly filled out
for presentation to the Credential Committee. This Committee will be in attendance the day before
the opening of the Convention, and will give each delegate, in exchange for his credential, a certi-
ficate entitling him to entertainment by the friends of our work at Atlanta, and to admission to the
floor of the Convention, where none but delegates thus accredited will be admitted until after the
organization is completed.

A circular will shortly be issued by the Atlanta Association, embracing matters of detail
within its province, including the reception and entertainment of delegates.

I1.—The following topics are suggested for discussion at the Convention :

1. Association Secretaries, local, State and international,—their relation to one another, and
the spirit which should actuate them.

2. What modifications can be made in Association methods for better reaching young men?

3. The kind of State Work needed by the Associations?

4. What is being done for Railroad men by the Associations ?

5. The first year’s experience in a new Association building.

6. The opportunities in college life for making religious impressions upon young men,—how
is the Young Men's Christian Association improving them?

7. Is the Bible adapted to the young men of to-day, and, if so, why?

8. Spiritual mindedness in the working force of our Associations,—how can it be promoted ?

9. The conversion of young men to Christ the primary object of Young Men’s Christian
Associations,—how can it be promoted ?

A meeting will be held on Sabbath afternoon, May 17, for appeal and efiort on behalf of un-
converted youg men.

11I.—THE INnTERNATIONAL WoORK.—Following the instructions of the Milwaukee Convention
the Committee has prosecuted the work, through its secretaries, in correspondence, in personal
visitation, in the circulation of documents concerning Association work, and in co-operation with
State and Provincial committees. Decided progress has been made in the various sections of the
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continent in State and local Association organization. In the secretarial department there has been
more activity and growth than ever before. In the colleges, among the railroad men, the German
young men, and the colored young men, the work has been pushed; and the details of this pro-
gress, which the Lord has granted to this department of Christian work for Him, will be submitted
to the Convention at Atlanta.

The cost of the work during 1883 was $28,874.21, and during 1884, §30,496.28.

Each Association is requested to instruct its delegates how much per year it will subscribe
for 1885 and 1886.

IV.—Arrangements have been made for the prompt publication ot the Proceedings of the
Atlanta Convention, so that the book will be in the hands of the brethren in July, in time to be of
service in arranging for the Fall Conventions. The pamphlet will also contain tabulated reports of
Associations in this and foreign lands, lists of Association buildings, building funds, State and Pro-
vincial Conventions, General Secretaries, &c. The price of each copy is filty cents. Please notily
the Committee how many copies of the report you desire to subscribe for.

The Committee sent to each Association in February a blank form to be filled out with the
annual statistical report of its work, and to be returned for publication in the Report of the Con-
vention. Associations which find a duplicate of the blank enclosed with this circular are reminded
thereby that the former blank has not yet been received by the Committee, and are urgently re-
quested o send in a full report at ence.  The labor of tabulating these reports will be greatly facili-
tated by their prompt reception. Each report should be duly authenticated by the signature of the
President or Secretary of the Association sending it.

The Committee earnestly requests the Associations to pray for a special out-pouring of the
Holy Spirit upon the Convention to meet in Atlanta, and would urge that the two Sabbaths pre-
ceding the Convention, May 3 and 10, be observed as days of special prayer for this divine
blessing, and for the extension of the Kingdom of Christ among young men.

Fraternally yours,

Cerivas BratwerD, Chairman, N, Y. Uity. H. Kigk Porrer, Pitteburgh, Pa.
B. . WETMORE, i‘rmmrﬂ, &l H. TEaXE MIiLLER, Cincinnati, 0.
Ricmann M, COLGATE, o Jacor B. PErRKIxs, Cleveland, O.
CLEVELAND H. Domn, v Tromas C. Day, Indlanapolis, Ind.
Warrer Huansox, b J. L. HovaTELisa, Chicago, lli
RorerT R. McBURNEY, i C. H. McCowick, Jr., -

Mosges TavLor PYSE, o H. E. BARGENT, N £
JAMER STOKES, s M. S Crospy, Grand Rapids, Mich.
CORNELIUS VANDEREILT, e Twos. CocHRAN, Jr. 8t. Paunl, Minn.
Hexny H. WEDSTER, i Crantes L. CoLny, Milwaukee, Wis.
Jonx 8, MacnEaw, Halifax, N. 8. Fraxk L. Jorxsrox, 8t. Louis, Mo,
#, H. Brake, Toronto, Ont. JoserE Hanpre, Selma, Ala,
RussELL Stunceis, Jr., Boston, Mass, Joux L, WaEAT, Louiaville, Ky.
HexrY M. Moore, Somoerville, Mass, H., B. CoaMBERLIN, Denver, Col,
TaroporRE MackNeET, Newark, N, J. Jawes W, HanLe, Atlanta, Ga,
Jasues McoConsmrox, Harrisburg, Pa. James Bownow, Nashville, Tenn,

W, G, Wanpex, Philadelphia, Pa.
Ricaarp C, Momse, (General Secrefary.



Nore,—The following is a summary of the Rules of the Convention in regard to represemtation :

1. Associations entitled to representation are requested to furnish the International Committee a copy of their Constitution.
Aseociations which have in previous years forwarded such copies, need not send a duplicate unless a change or amendment has
been made in the Articls on Membership.

2. Each Association ig also requested to send the Committee a statement of the number of its members, showing how
many are active and how many associate.

3. Representation is based only on the nomber of active members—Associations having one hundred active members,
or less, are entitled to two delegates, and one additional delegate for eack additional one hundred members, No Association,
however, is entitled to more than ten delegates. Bat it is customary for all members of Associations in attendance, and not
regularly aceredited as delegates, to be constituted by special vote Corresponding Members of the Convention. Huch members
enjoy the right to the floor, and to all the privileges of delegates execopt voting nng entertainment.

4. No Assoclation, organized or reorganized since the Portland Convention (July 1860), is entitled to representation
unless it hns the test of active membership prescribad by that Convention in the following resolution :

** Resoloed, That the Associations organized after this date shall be entitled to repregentation in future Conferences of
the associated Young Men's Christian Associationa of North America, on condition that they be severally composed of young
men in communion with Evangelical churches (provided that in places where the Associations are formed by a single
denomination, members of other denominations are not exclnded therefrom), and active membership and the right to hold
office be conferred only unpon young men who are members in good standing in Evangellcal churches; and we hold those
churches to be Evangelical which, malntaining the Holy Scriptures to be the only infallible rule of faith and practice
do believe in the Lord Jesus Christ { the only begotten of the Father, King of kings ﬂ.m{lmrd of ‘lords, in whom dwelleth all the
follness of the Godhead bodily, and whoe was made sin for us, though knowing no sin, bearing our sins in His own body on the
tree), as the only name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved from everlasting punishment.”
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