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MY DrAr FRIEND:

}; / f/" (_, / Being debarred by custom from making New Year's calls upon the families of 5

& o e AR | the parish, I desire in this way to convey to you, personally, the greetings and
good wishes which my lips would delight to utter, had they the opportunity. May

&, the new year, upon whose threshold we stand, bring to you even more of good
: than you dare “anticipate,—health, home, friends, comforts, honorable SUCCess, —

all that ean make you glad and thankfuol.

| Dioubtless you have not passed out of the old year into the new, without in-

dulging in some sober reflections.  With these, so far as they concern the past, I
have nothing to do; of what you may regret and deplore 1 can know bat little. In
your future, however, I claim a share of interest, and you will allow me, as a
would-he helper of your joy, to express my strong desire that, for the coming year,

e

you may make, as never before, a sincere offering of yourselll to the service of God,

3 Especially do I entreat you, as a member of the church to which it is my privilege

to minister, to remember that ** the Lord hath need of * you, having given to you,

5 as well as to me, sumething to do in the work of recalling men to a filial and
; hearty obedience,

You show a good degree of intercst in the regular services of the sanctuary hy
your presence, attention and co-operation; are you as watchful and prompt as you
might be to welcome the transient worshipper, particularly if he be a stranger, and
invite him to come again? A friendly hand-grasp and salutation may do him more
geeodd than the whale sermon,  Are you doing as much as you might to sustain the
Sunday School, by encouraging attendance upon it and going voursell as an earnest
: student of the Word? - Are you always wide-awake to pick up items and thoughts
of interest for the Thursday svening meeting, and careful to bring a happy fage to
the front seats ¥ Are you forward to call upon all new-comers and the sick, and to
see that the pastor is carly informed of such cases us need Kis attention ?

It would 1ake more space than is at my disposal to recount the special blessings

| received by usas a church even during the twelve months gone,  If the experience

of both material and spiritual good be any indication, our young organization en-

i 1 joys the approval of the Head of the Church, But if, through a growing sense of
| security, we allow the Scriptural ideal of a working, praying, helpful church to be-

] come degraded to :he notion of a ** religious club,” supported by voluntary tax for

1 our personal culture and enjoyment, without much effort to bring in the uninterested

I and unsaved world, we shall at once cease to enjoy the divine approval.  ** But,

| heloved, we are persuaded better things of ‘you, and things which accompany sal-

: | vation, though we thus speak.” Only we have need 1o use the utmest watchfulness
and diligence, that the eause of the Master suffer no loss at our hands,

‘ May we all continue to show in more marked degree in the future, that spirit
of mutual concession and forbearance which has characterized the past history of
our church, bearing in mind that we are all members of the one body, though not

] all members have the same office.  There is almost no limit to be placed to the

success, in doing Christ’s work, which may be had by a church conducting its
affairs in this unvarying spirit. Earnestly desiring noble things for our Zion, and
wishing you again a very Harey New VEear, T remain

% | Sincerely your Friend and Pastor,

3 f ; JAMES D. EATON.
' Sk Bound Brook, N. ¥, Fanuary 1, 1875,
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ATTOR,NEYS AND ‘-"50 CITOR*OF CLAIMS,

.

Office— Pointe Coupee Parish, near P. (}‘, m“! mmbt oy New Ovleans L:i/

CLAIMSE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

For Bounty, Additiensl Bounty, Arrears of Pay, Pensions, Prize Money, or for Property Destroyed during the late War,
' COLLECTED I¥ THE SHORTEST NOTICE. ;

PERSONS DESIRING TO ENTER 180 ACRES OF LAND.
Under Act of (ongress, June 8h, 1872, giving Homesteads to honorably discharged Soldlers, Sailors, their Widow, Falter, Molher or Orphan Children,
CAN DO 50 BY ADDRESSING THIS OFFIOE
Ufice Hours from 8 o'olock A M, E
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