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House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C., December 19, 1877.

On behalf of the Committee on Military Affairs, of the House of Representatives of the United States,

the following interrogatories are addressed to you, and answers invited,

Assuming, as a basis for vour answers, an army consisting of an aggreeate total of fifteen, twenty,
twenty-five, or thirty thousand men, respectively

1. What zhould be the strength of each arm of the serviee, and what change from the present organi-
gation of the 1T, 8 Army wonld vou make in such army?  How should the different arms be subadivided,
and what should be the strength of each subsdivision ?

2. What do vou think of Independent Batteries?  Should they exist in such army ?

4. How many General and Stafl” officers should there be in such army, and how many Field, Staff,
and Line officers in cach subdivision thereof?

4. What should be the maximum and minimum of enlisted men in each subdivision of the respective
arms, and what non-commissioned officers should they have at their respeetive maximum and minimum
strength ¥ .

5. How shonld the Staft Departments of such army be organized 2 Should they be an independent
corps? and, if not, how should they be formed ?

6. What changes or reductions in the number of officers, by consolidation or otherwise, can be made
in the various Staff’ Department=?  Please state specifically any views yon may have in this behalf.

7. Do vou know of any military posts, forts, fortifications, or reservations in the country which can

be abandoned or sold without detriment? I vea, state them in detail and vour views as to the disposition

to be made of them.

8. Be kind enough to make any suggestions for the reduction of the expenses of the Army at
military posts, or otherwise, which vour experience and observation would commend.

9. What changes, if any, in the regulations and discipline of the Army can be made to improve the

morafle of the non-commissioned officers and men, and prevent desertion.
Yours, respectfully,

LEVI MAISH,
EDW'D 8. BRAGG,
HARRY WHITE,

Sub- Committee.
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