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Oollector of Internal Revenne, District of Oregon.
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No. of Enclosures

Officers of Internal Revenne must fill out the endorsement and
brief on the back of aach letier to the Department,
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Collector of Internal Revenne, District of Oregon.

No. of Enclosures

Officers of Internal Revenne must fill out the endorsement and
briefl on the back of each letter to the Department.
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Oollector of Internal Revenne, District of Oregon.
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No. of Enclosures

Officers of Internal Revenue must fll out the endorsement and
brief on the back of each letter to the Department.
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To the American [Public.

I sddress you becsuss there is s condi-
tism of things which either is mot known,
or is not daly considered, and as s conse-
quence thers is danger of wrong legisla-
tion. The chisf mistake consists in the
prevalent ides that the Indisss of thie ter-
ritery are bui savages, and that thelr coun-
iry ean be monopolised by railroad speca-
lators and governed by the sppointees of
tbe President of the United Biates, instesd
of those of their own selection. Nuw Lhe
fuct In, 9o far from being “igoorant say-
sges,"many of them are s bighly educated
and intelligent peaple. One proof of this
is seen 1n the heavy mall bage which come
to their post-offices loaded with letters and
literature in all the various departments of
science and arts. Apd though In conse-
quence of the destruction of pearly all
their fences smd orchards, and many of
their bouses, and about eight thourand of

their people, and all their stock, amouni- |

ing to nearly six million dollars in value,
which was taken alike by both the North-
ern and Wouthern armies during the rebel-

* lioe—there is ot the general sppearsnes
of thrift which there was previous (o the
war. But the people have guined not only
wisgdom, but & deep, appreciative sense of
their right to possess sad couotrol all the
affairs of their own Territory; to make
and administer all its lawe, and to dispors
of It when, aud to whom, and ou what
terms, they think Lest for thewr nwn inter-
est, no mutler bow much the parties may
diff-r oo other points. The full bloods,
hall breeds and sdepted cltizene ure & voit
in this. Therefore, whatever fact or srgu-
ment the Indian ring speculators may press
uwpon Copgress for the approprintion and
control of any portiea of their country, it
thould not be heeded until the conment of
parties [s obtained.  Otherwise, it is mor-
nlly certain that the cost will be grester
than the gain, ae it always is where fraud
and force is used instead of ressod and
justice, .

There are special rensons why this hould
be the case, and as they are ressonswhieh
even Uongressmen do not reslize, axd the
people at large know nothing about.l will
state that the Cherokees sod some other
tribes are better educated, (in some res—
pecta,) and possces natural talent sbove
the average of white people; but neeribe-
less they are not ss practieal, beesus they
were raised as slavebolders.  The) have
also plenty of stock to sell, and thefore
they don't eare to work aoy more \ln ne=
cessily compels them ; and they hat such
& hitter remembrance of their subringe
while being driven from their comitable
houses aud rich plantations i theouth,
that they do mot eare to make thelipres—
ent homes more besutiful than Mate has
done, lest the whites should sga be
tempted to drive them sway. Abd two
fifths of them are either whites wkbave
married Cherokes women or theiraized
offspring. A large portion of thenre as

fair and as fine featured aa the finesf the
European races, and thelr wive and
daughters would pass for beautlies nong
the most beautiful Iadies in our fashiable
cities. They are rescrved and veryguoi-

Juck, try their best to do so.  There have
been nearly four hundrea treaties mede by
tbe United States Government with the In-
dians. and not one of them has bro-
ken by them without some first importast
failure on the part of the goyernment,snd
very often accompanivd with acts of such
perfidy and injustice that evean sawvages
weuld ot be guity of, unlers as pay for
what they bad received The principal
business which occupies their attention at
their yearly councils is, **Wbhut measurss
!shall be teken to pecure justice from the
i United States Government1” They have
{elaims amounting to millions of dol-
i lars, which are seknowledged ss their just
due by the propar authorities who have
examiped them, yet they are withheld, or
ome half must be given to some awindling
official for getling the other half; and st
their last eouncil they appropriated §40,-
{000 to defray the expenses of delegates to
Washington, and they have had to, at dif-
ferent times, pay vast sums to lawyers snd
olhers, amountivg in the aggreagate te
hundreds of thousands of doliars, to keep
theiwr Territory from being oyerrun by lile-
gal tresspassers, and to obisin momiss
which belong te them for lamds which
they bave sold to the government fer the
use of other tribes. This continued injus-
ties, together with the remembrance of the
man and the meoner through which they
were driven from their former bomes ln
Georgis and Alabama, bas smbodied itsalf
in their minds oo an ideal monster. It is
well known in bistory that a Christisn
clergyman by the name ot Bchemerbern
was employed to soax & few of the Chero-
kes chiefs to sign & treaty for the removal
of all the Uhdérckees from the Bouthern
States, and though It was protested against
by = memorlal signed by 18,000 of the
tribe, they were nevertheless forced to
comply. Each ot these chiefs, who sold
their people, were, by them, put to death,
wnd the traitor makiog parson is mow spe=
ken of as the “Bkesmerhoyan"—a ltile
change in the name, which makes it mean
in Cherokes, the ““Devil's horn.” The In-
dians justly think that, ss they are mow
pean=d up on the only spot on this contl-
oemt which is theirs, not only by Inherit-
snce but by the threefold title of purchase,
treaty sod possesslon, it would be ss unse-
curely for them to vield themselyes to the
government, which in thelr view hea been
a8 the “muf]hm & Mw!‘m
the beginning,” snd has ne mors right to
infringe om thelr soll than the devil bad ts
offer kingdoms to Christ, of which he
owned not s foot.
Io conelusion, I am free to say that this
ins besutiful sountry, possessing vest rp-
sources of wealth, and that its Indisa
owners are werthy of it. They oply re-
quire Lhe assursnce of protection and jus-
tice from the people and government of
the United Btates, and they will adopt
measures of corporstion, so ss to link it
with the great chaln of all human inter
eils, and with the general commares of
the world at large,hence the only trus way
to hasien the good work, is to aid them to
keep out the rumsellers, and the swindlers

fled in mapners, and might be tag as
maodels of decoram for meetings oror-
ship or for legialative halls, sither the
Btates or in Congress. They aroter

ed Biates.

of every kind, and to maintain their right-
ful authority as friendly allies of the Unit~
Respectfully,

JOEN BEESON.

mined to stay os they are, or like Cain

Fort Gibaon, Indian Ter., Jan. 12, 1874,
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