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Friend Howard Battle Creek, Michigan Dec 234 [1873]
I have heard so much of you being in trouble and i thought

1 would write to you to get the true information of those

things it troubles me I know those who want to walk in

the right way like Jesus did must suffer persecution i pray

to God that you may live to overcome the persecutors i

don’t know how it is but what i hear people saying for

you and against you But i speak in behalf of you

knowing what you have done in behalf of my poor

race. I know the envy of some people. like Sauls envy

against Daniel but never-the-less it shall fall. Asi

understood it they want to hold you responsible for all

the robbers that was in the bureau for 1 seen things taken

belonging to the bureau taken and they went away to of

to California a great many things i have seen there

what they have gathered up for their self 1 have often said that

there would be an inquire made when i seen money go

so flush I am glad the bureau did not pay m|e] a hundred

dollars a month as they did many others I neve|r? ...7Jed cent

from the bureau except what you and Captai|n 2...]

[7]  had nothing but my ration while the [?...]

dollars a month. 1 feel thankful for what y[?...|

i feel sorry for you 1 know you want to do [?2...] thing

what is Just 1 only got this by hear say and you know

some people say things not as they ar are there for 1 want

to know the paticulars Ever since 1 seen you i have travelled

through Rhode Island Massachusetts. New York Ohio Michigan Wisconsin

Illinois Iowa Missouri Kansas lecturing on my petition and my petition

is to get a home for the old colered people emancipated by the war

1 will relate it to you when i come down to Washington

I have lectured on my petition 3 years ever since left Washington
for to get a home for the old colered people that have

been living on the goverment ever since the war. The

last time 1 was there they was feeding them on dry bread

600 hundred loaves to one ward it would be so much better

tor them to have a place where they could earn their own

bread and have qaukers [i.c., Quakers] to see to it as they did to the Indians
and it will be like the promised land to them. for the old

tolks 1 have met lots of them in my travels distressed

creatures and i want to know if you occupy the

same position that you did when 1 was there 3 years ago the Lord
has directed me to do this work and i want to come down

there to carry it in effect i will semd you one my petition

please answer as soon as possible so i will not be looking that

way my love to you and family Believe me ever your

my gr[an?]dson wrote this age 12 years Friend Sojouner Truth
no[?...]llie Boyd I senet wont Battle Creek

[..] there or if T could stop [M]ichigan

[7...] on [day?] or [to?] so i can have a [talk?] with [?..]]
?e down there after the holidays write to me

witho[ut fa?]iling
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