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INDIANS,

SOLDIERDS

s e ey

CIVILIZATION.

Being a Report upon fatal obstacles to the Christian Civilization of
the Indian, adopted by the Representatives of Religious and Philanthropic
Organizations, co-operating with the Government in care of the Indians,
at a meeting held in New York, February zgth, 1872,
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At a meeting of IRepresentatives of Religious
and Philanthropic organizations, co-operating with
the Government in care of the Indians, held by appoint-
ment in New York, Feb. 29, 1872, the Commitice ap-
pointed at @ former mecting, to consider and report
wupon the adverse influence of soldiers upon the Indians,
and to propose a remedy, made the following

REPORT:

The testimony published by Congress since 1866, and other
documentary evidence prove that among the greatest obstacles
to the Christian civilization of the Indians, are, First, the
demoralizing influence of the U. 8. soldiers stationed among
them, and Second, the absence of the restraints and protection
of Law, go that they have been in a great measure considered
and treated as outlaws : without rights which white men have
been bound to respect.

The Report of the Joint Special Committee of Congress on
the condition of the Indian Tribes, printed January 26, 1867 ;
the Report of the Indian Peace Commissioners, printed 1868,
and the Report of the Board of Indian Commissioners for
the year 1869, fully establish this conclusion. Other and
sufficient evidence shows that the same destructive influences
are still in full operation at the present time ; and we believe
that, unless they can be controlled and guarded against, it
will be impossible to accomplish the object for which the
representatives of the Christian and philanthropic people of
the United States, have consented to aid the Government in
its administration of Indian affairs. That object is not to
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save money but to save a race of fellow men, entitled equally
with ourselves to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,”
as well as to that sympathy and love which are the distin-
guishing features of Christianity.

Within the last five years our national responsibilities have
been increased by the addition of the Territory and people of
Alaska. Some of the obligations attending that acquisition,
are stated by William 8. Dodge (late Mayor of Sitka,) and
published in the Report of the Board of Indian Commissioners
above referred to on page 138, (Appendix O) showing—

Firat.—That the treaty of eession between Russia and the United States
guarantees, in article third, that “*The inhabitants of the ceded territory,
according to their choice, reserving their natural allegiance, may return to
Russia within three years ; but if they should prefer to remain in the ceded
territory, they, with the exception of wneivilized native tribes, shall be
admitted to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities of
citizens of the United Btates, and shall be maintained and protected in the
free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and religion.”

Second.—That the Aleutian population, who are mostly inhabitants of the
islands of Alaska, are of Asiatic origin. The Asiatic race is always classed
among the civilized nations. * * * That they have a language * #® #
schools and churches of their own. Nearly all of them read and write-
Around thelr homes, in their churches and schools, are scen many, if not all,
the concomitants of ordinary American homes. Many among them are
highly educated, even in the classics. The administeator of the fur com-
pany often reposed great confidence in them. One of their best physicians
was an Aleutian ; one of their best navigators was an Alentian ; their best
traders and accountants were Alentians.  Will it be said that such a people
are to be deprived of the rights of American citizenship ¢ The Rev. Bishop
of the Greco-Russian church has kindly furnished me with the information
that there were in Alaska, up to January 1, 1869, 12,140 Christians. During
the years of 1767-"88, there were confirmed in the rites of the church 2,884
men and 2,191 women, making a total of 4,575. There were also professors
of the Greck faith, but not then confirmed, 82 men and 2% women. The
number of professing children is quite large, 773 boys and 716 girls.

It is very evident that these Christian people of Alaska,
numbering over 12,000—one-third more than the people called
civilized in Arizona—are entitled under the Treaty with Russia
to “all the rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of
the United States.”
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That they are desirous of enjoying these rights, is proved
by the testimony of Thomas G. Murphy, (Editor of the Alaska
T'imes,) who, under date of September 27, 1869, writes as
follows :

On Thursday last I made nine ecitizens in this town, of men who are
known as half-breed or * Creoles,” and immediately the news spread all
over the town, and it was not long before a large number came after me to
make American citizens of them also, and among the number of applicants
was an old Indian chief, who lives about 115 miles below this place. He
told me he has got some considerable property well improved, and he also
told me he wanted to be made a citizen, becanse he said he was afraid if he
was not a citizen, other parties would come and jump his ground. I in-
formed him that as the law was now he could not become a citizen, * #

I am told by those who know this chief that he is quite intelligent—is a
Christian, as is the case with all Indians up as far as Atou Island, which is
the most western Island of Alaska. This Indian keeps his house as clean as
any poor man's house you ean find even in your own Btate (New York.)
® *  and if he were to be made an American he would be the proudest
man in the country. I was sorry I eould not gratify the poor man, * #

If the revenue derived from the seal fisheries of that Terri-
tory, were appropriated to the education and improvement of
the people, they could and would easily pay their full pro-
portion of all taxes contemplated in the Constitution ; and
then there would be no conceivable objection to their desire to
become citizens as guaranteed by the treaty.

The demoralizing influence of the military upon those
people, is deseribed by Mayor Dodge, in a letter to Vincent
Colyer, and published on page 136 of the same report, and
from which we extract as follows :

In reply to your question—What causes are operating at the present time,
or may have been used in the past, to demoralize them ! much may be said.

As a cltizen of Alaska, I feel a delicacy in writing upon this subject,
inngmuch as it compels me to tread upon unwelcome ground, and may be
characterized as the promptings of hatred, jealousy, and strife. However, as
in this question lies the weal or woe, not only of the Indian, but the white
race within this Territory, I ehall express clearly, impartially, and frankly
my views of the whole subject in all its bearings as they have been presented
to me by observation and reflection.  And here Iam compelled to say
that the conduct of certain military and naval officers and soldiers has been
bad and demoralizing in the exireme ; not only contaminating {he Indians,
but in fact demoralizing and making the inhabitants of Sitka what Dante

characterized Italy : “A grand house of ill-fame.” T speak only of things
as seen and felt at Sitka.
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First, The demoralizing influence originated in the fact that the garrison
was located in the heart of the town.

Secondly. The great mass of the soldiers were either desperate or very
immoral men,

Thivdly. Some of the officers did not earry out military discipline in that
Just way which the regulations contemplate. They zave too great license
to bad men ; and the deepest evil to all, and out of which other great evils
resulted, was an indiscriminate pass system at night. Many has been the
night when soldiers have taken possession of o Russian house, and frightened
and browbeaten the women into compliance with their lustful passions,

Many is the night I have been called upon after midnight, by men and
women, Russian and Aleutian, in theirnight-clothes, to protect them against
the malice of the soldiers. In instances where the guilty party could be
recognized they have been punished ; but generally they are not recognized,
and therefore escape punishment.

Fourthly. The conduct of some of the officers has been so demoralizing
that it was next to impossible to keep discipline among the soldiers. Within
six months after the arrival of the troops at Sitka, the medical director
informed me that nearly the whole of the Sitka tribe, some twelve hundred
in number, were suffering from venerial diseases. Many have died.

This has engendered a very deep feeling among the Indians here, but the
extent of it is only known to those traders with whom they can converse.
Officers have carried on with the same high hand among the Russian people,
and were the testimony of citizens to be taken, many instances of real
infamy and wrong would come to light.

The report of the Medical Director of Alaska, E. J. Bailey,
testifies on this subject as follows (page 129 of same report) :

Brrea, Araska TeERRITORY. Ocfober 25, 1880,
* * * L] L] % = * * * ¥ * *

A greater mistake could not have been committed than stationing troops in
their midst. They mutually debauch each other, * * =

Whisky has been sold in the streets by government officials at public
anctions, and examples of drunkenness are set before them almost daily, so
that in fact the principal teaching they at present are receiving is that
drunkenness and debauchery are held by us, not as criminal and unbecoming
& Christian people, but as indications of our advanced and superior
civilization.

These Indians are a civil and well-behaved people ; they do not want
bayonets to keep them in subjection, but they do want honest, faithful, and
Christian workers among them ; those that will eare for them, teach and
ingtruet them in useful arts, and that they are responsible beings. T look
upon the different military posts in this department as disastrons and destrue-
tive to their well-being ; they are not, and can never be, of the least possible
use ; they are only so many whisky fonts from whenee it is spread over the
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country. If we ever have trouble with them and become involved in war,
it will be found to arise from these canses,  To go into detail on all points
would require pages ; vou have seen enough to satisfy yourself ; and in
giving you the enclozsed report I only want to add my testimony against
what I conceive to be a most grievous error in the management of the Indian
affairs in this Territory.

When you go home send us honest, faithful, Christian workers—not place-
seekers, but those who want to do good work for Cheést's suke and kingdom,
Send men and women, for both are wanted.

When you can do away with the evils spoken of, and which are so evident,
and adopt this latter course, then there will be hope, and not until then.

This evil influence of our soldiery is reported in nearly all
the Indian Tribes with whom they have come in contact. It
was described in a memorial to Congress, by the United States
Indian Commission, dated at New York, July 14, 1868, as
follows :

It is also affinmed by the same authorities, that the Indian race is becom:
ing not only morally degraded, but aleo physically undermined, by the most
loathsome disease which infests our civilization, that one of the “finest
physical types of man has already become scrionsly enfecbled, and that
tribes originally comparatively pure, are fast sinking into a grossness of
viee, which threatens their utter extinetion.  This latter evil in all its de-
structive extent secms to be an inevitable attendant of the presence of our
troops in the Indian conntry.,  All these and many other disgraceful Tacts
are attested by respectable officers of the Government, by a large number of
Indian chiefs and by many trustworthy private citizens.

It was again laid before Congress in a memorial of the
Representatives of the Bociety of Friends, Janunary 21, 1869,
from which we extract as follows :

The loathsome discase which has destroyed thousands, and which now
* enfecbles and degrades most of the Tribes, must be traced to licentious inter-
course between the soldiers and the Indians. The demoralization of all
parties from this cause is beyond estimate ; and we respeetfully submit that
every consideration of prineiple and honor demands that the untutored In-
dian who now looks to us for the ars of civilized life, upon which he must
hereafter mainly depend, should be kept as far as possible from contact with
dissolute and licentious men,

Additional testimony upon this subject, and a suggestion
of remedy, are contained in a letter of W. C. Duncan, a most
successful missionary among the Indians of British Columbia,
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dated February 28, 1870, and printed in Senate Ex, Doc, No.
68, 418t Congress, 2d Session, page 10, as follows :

Tam glad to learn from your letter that something is soon to be done for
the spiritual welfare of the Indians of Alaska. What a pity it is, I often
think, the missionaries did not precede the soldiers—at least to those places
where there are only Indians, as at Fort Tongas and Fort Wrangel. Military
rule among Indians, while heathen, is, T feel sure, o fatal mistake. Tt will
only breed the trouble it was intended to check. ® # While both Indian
and soldier are reciprocating their vices, and both plunged into utter ruin.

The aecounts I have received from time to time, of the conduct of the
soldiers in the Indian camps of the coast of Alaska, are truly shocking. If ;
the United States Government did but know Aelf, Tam sure they would
shrink from being identified with such abominations, and the cduse of so
muech misery. I hope and pray that in God's good providence the soldiers
will be moved away from Fort Tongas and Fort Wrangel, where there are
no whites to protect, and missionarics sent in thelr places.

Give the missionary magisterial power and authority to act as Custom
House officers, let him choose a few Indian constables, and be oceasionally
visited and supported by a ship of war, and all will go well with the Indians,
and for the country ton, * #* #

Excuse me, dear sir, for thus intruding my opinion upon matters which, in
one sense, do not concern me ; but I feel I cannot let pass this opportunity
for venting my grief at what I see in the military establishments of Alaska,
which will, I am sure, unless changed or removed, render abortive any mea-
sures you may adopt for teaching and civilizing the natives,

We are informed that most of the troops referred to by Mr.
Dunean, have been removed since the date of his letter,

We have conclusive evidence that these suggestions are prac-
tical. A recent letter dated December 23, 1871, addressed to
one of your committee by Dr. Daniels, who was for three years
a most successtul agent with the Sisseton and Wahpeten Sioux
Indians, shows that in his experience police were better than
soldiers. It is as follows :

December 28, 1871.
DEAR Big :

In answer to your verbal enquiries concerning my course with the Sisseton
and Wahpeton SBioux Indians to keep order among themselves, and prevent
the introduction of liguor, I would respectfully state that a system of Police
was organized by my request. Twenty-five men were selected by the chief
and his counsellors, who were appointed by my approval, They were to
perform the duties of police among whites, besides they were not to allow
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any liquor, by Indian or white, to come upon the Reservation ; and when-
ever found on their land, to destroy or bring it to the agency to be con-
demned. .

They were also to protect the frontier of Minnesota and Dacota from the
hostile Sioux, on the Missouri, and report to me, throngh their chief, all
arrivals of Indians, from every part of the country—their business and
course were communicated to me at once,

All dancing pertaining to their tribal habits, and that interfered with
farming operations, was 1o be stopped by them, They were under the
charge of the agent or chief for special duty, By the kindness of the De-
pariment Commander of the United States they were armed with carbines.

I found these men willing under all cireumstances to perform any duties
reguired, and in my opinion fully as eflicient as twice their number of
United States soldiers.

Until this police force was organized, hostile parties from the Missouri
used to be raiding on the frontier, and ranning off horses under the guns of
the fort ; while sinee then they have not been seen or heard of.  The duties
these men perform do not interfere with their farming.  They take a pride
in it, as the aystem is a part of one that existed in their tribal state, when
the chief had braves ; only now they are used to keep peace, and advance
civilization, instead of going on war parties and taking scalps.

I had this police foree for two years, and during that time no dmnken-
ness was seen on the Reservation,  There was no disturbance or trouble of
any kind ; and when liguor was taken from white or Indian, it was immoe-
diately bronght to the agency and destroyed. They were kind, firm and
decided.

To what extent thizs system can be carried out among Indians less ac-
quainted with the whites, is a gquestion to be settled by a judicious trial.
The agent should know his men well 3 and the chief and his counzellors
should be men competent fo appreciate the advantages of auch a foree when
instructed.

Yours, ete..

J. W. DANITELS, I 8 Indian Agend.

In addition to this we have the following testimony from
an experienced officer of the army in Arizona, to show that
the Apaches may be used effectively in similar service, extracted
from a letter dated December 19, 1871 :

They (the Apaches at Camp Grant) have offered me any number of their
men at any time I would eall for them, forany purpose, inside or outside the
Rescrvation, provided I wonld lead them myself. I shonld have no hesita-
tion in taking a band of picked men, arming and mounting them to pursue
any stolen stock, or to drive away any marauders, Indian, Mexican or white,
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‘We see no reason to doubt these reports, but on the contrary
we believe that a judicious presentation of the subject to the
Indians on all the Reservations, would meet with their appro-
bation, and that they would willingly co-operate to the extent
of their ability, in all measures calculated to guard them
against the evil influences which threaten their destruction,
and stand as a bar to their Christian civilization,

The Constitution of our Government was based on the
Declaration of Independence, and was designed to establish
that Justice, which is the declared right of all men, Justice -
is the only key to peace. Without it the profession of Christ-
ianity is a sham or a delusion. There is no good reason for
withholding from these people, that protection of Law which
we know to be necessary for the existence of civilized life ; and
all experience shows the necessity of such protection for these
people.

We therefore propose the following Resolution

Ztesolved, That a commitiee be appointed to memorialize
the President and Congress to enact a general law authoriz-
ing the extension of civil government, and the protection of
law wver all Indian tribes who will consent to carry ont and
enforce the same within their respective reservations ; and
authorizing the President to establish and proclaim the same,
whenever he shall be satisfied that the best welfare of the
Indians and other inhabitants concerned, requires such action,

We suggest that such Law should cover the following
provisions :

First—That the civil law of the United States be extended
over all Indians who will agree thereto, with a code of
laws applicable to them, defining crime, and providing
a Judiciary.

Second.—That magisterial power shall be given to agents, and
none shall be appointed, or continue to be agents, unless
competent for such service,
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Third—That U. 8. Marshals shall be appointed to reside
upon reservations, or within call by telegraph' and twenty-
four hours’ travel.

Fourth.—That the Indians be regarded competent witnesses ;
their testimony to be judged of by magistrate or jury ;
and sufficient punishment provided for false testimony.

Figth—That a police force and sheriff be appointed to
preserve the peace and promptly to execute the laws and
Judgments,

izth.—That all the laws of the land shall be impartially

and equally administered for the protection of all the
inhabitants.

Signed by

Bexsamixy Tarnax,

8. 8. JooELYx }Ufrmmittee.

The Report was accepted and adopted, and a Committes
of five was appointed to prepare a memorial to the President
and Congress, in furtherance of the object named in the
resolution,

Signed by

GEORGE WHIPPLE,
J. M. Fernis, Sec'y. Chairman.

’Jlg /)2
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