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GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED ON ACCOUNT OF THE WAR.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Evangelical Alliance of the United
States, held August §, 1870, the following action was taken by unanimous vote of those
present, and with the concurrence of a large number of members, who, being absent from
the city, sent their opinions in writing :

The Executive Committee have received, with profound regret, intelligence that the war now raging
between France and Prussia renders it probable that the attendance of foreign delegates will be interrupted.
Telegraphic dispatches from France and Germany were received immediately afier the declaration of war,
requesting the postponement of the Conference, because of the inability of the delegates from those coun-
triez to attend. To those dispaiches a reply was sent by cable, that our arrangements had gone so far
that we could not postpone the Conference, _

Telegraphic dispatches were then received from Holland, Swiitzerland, and England, giving the united
judgment of the Alliances in all those countries that the Conference, for the reason mentioned, should be
posiponed, The British organization, in their dispatch, express their decided concurrence in this opinion
of the Continental branches. Bishop Mcllvaine, of Obio, and President Aiken, of Union College, being
in England, sent to us a joint dispaich, slating that the war and its complications render the auendance of
LEuropean delegates impracticable, and will destroy the international character of the Conference if it should
be held under existing ciicumstances. Letters, to the same purport, have also been received from a
number of eminent gentlemen in Europe, interested in the Conference.

So vast an amount of time, labor, and care has been expended already upon the preparation for the
Conference ; so deep is the interest now felt in its approach by the Christian people of this country, and so
checrfully have the friends in the city of New York responded to the call made upon their hospitalitics, that
nothing but imperative necessity could justify a second postponement of the Conference.

But the Divine Will is most clearly expressed in the mighty events now transpiring in Europe, in the
unanimous wish of our brethren there, and in the concurrent opinion of friends of the Alliance at home,
who have been consulied as far as practicable.

Our sympathies are warmly enlisted in behall of the Christian brethren, whose lands are now involved
in the miseries of war, and our pravers are and shall be offered that God may avert its calamities from them,
and speedily restore unto them the blessings of peace. And we recognize fully, as we should feel in our
own case, with war raging in the midst of them, and with the imminent possibilities of other European

countries being involved therein, that men holding positions of influence and usefulness, men of wisdom




and power, whose counsel is required in social and public affairs, should net at such a time put the ocean

between them and their families, their official duties and their country.

The General Conference requires the presence of these brethren, and, without them, it must lose its
character and its object as an International Evangelical Council. To postpone the Conference until a more
convenient season is, therefore, inevitable.  But the Infinite Wisdom which has ordered this result will, we
have no doubt, also over-rule the posiponement to the furtherance of the Gospel, and to the accomplish-
ment of still greater and betier resulis than we could have reached by the Conference of the present year.

Therefore, be it

Hesolped, 1. That the Executive Committee of the Evangelical Alliance of the United States with great
reluctance yield to the expressed desire of the Alliances in Great Britain, France, Germany, Holland and
Switzerland, that the General Conference, which was to be held in New York, September, 22, 1870, be
postponed on account of the war in Europe, which renders their attendance impraciicable : and the
Conference is hereby postponed, at least for the present year, and until such time as the providence of Gaod

shall open the way for its successful convocation,

2. That notice of this action be sent o all the European and American delegates who have heen

invited to attend, and that it be published in the papers.

8. That the thanks of the Executive Commitiee are hereby presented to those families and proprietors
of hotels who proffered their hospitalities to the expecied members of the Conference, and we cherish the
hope that at no distant day they may yet welcome their guests with the return of peace. And that our
thanks are also returned to those railroad and steamship companies, and all others, who by donations of

money or otherwise, have contributed to promote the success of the Conference.

4. That the Executive Committee has received with great satisfaction the generous invitation of the
Christian people of Buffalo, for the foreign delegates to visit Buffalo and Niagara Falls as their guests, and
in returning our hearty thanks for the same, we express the hope that at another time the hospitalities of

the people may be enjoyed by the foreign members of the Alliance.

5. That an outbreak of war between Christian countries in the nineteenth century furnishes an
occasion for deep humiliation before God, while we redouble our prayers and labors for the coming of that

day when the Prince of Peace shall reign among the nations, and they shall learn war no more.

6. That- we thankfully rejoice in the happy influence which the preparations for the Alliance
Conference have already exerted in bringing Christians from all denominations into closer fellowship and
co-operation, and that we call upon the friends of the Alliance throughout the United States, especially in
the South and West, to continue their efforts, to organize branch Alliances, to hold Alliance meetings, and
thus to promote the great cause of Christian union and the success of the General Conference, whenever

it shall be convened.

WILLIAM E. DODGE, Piresident. k-
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