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Rochester, July 13(:}83& .

Genl. 0. 0. Howard:

Dear Sir= You were among the first
in my thoughts this morning, and very
gratefully so. I had read your noble
letter to young Smith now so shamefully
persecuted because of his color at W. Point.
Your cheering and fortifying words to this young
man are like yourself. But I did not
know till I went to the Post Office this
morning that you had a word for
me as well as for him and one equally
well meant. Whether the church in any
age is more favorable to progress than
the world- ”hﬁEth it is in advance of the World
in adopting and propagating new truth,
or new applications of old and admitted
truths, can easily be answered by an
appeal to history. So far as thes ques-
tion relates to the great truth of human

Liberty- in our own country,y think that history proves

that the church taken as a whole

was [not] more ready to receive it
and aid in its propagation than

was the world. The public Hall
rather than the sacred sanctuary,

the publiec platform rather than

the Holy pulpit- the secular press
rather than the religious papers-

the political conventions rather

than the religious associations-

the men standing outside, rather

than the men standing inside-
educated the public mind and heart-
up to the point of making a stand
against slavery- and held the publie
mind and heart there, until it sae-
was possible to Elect [sic] Abraham
Lincoln- and thus bring Liberty and
Slavery face to face on the battlefield-
and all subsequent events id relation
to slavery and Liberty. Of coursé, I i
do not deny- that good men in the
church, assisted in this great

work. My statement simply respects




the church as such- as a great [and] |
organized power- and this grand .
organized power- I claim was from

the first- no more friendly to the

cause of the slave than the outside

world. Who are those who are to-

day persecuting young Smith at

W. Point? Are they not the educated

respectable young Christian gentlemen-

who have gone up there from among

Christian families- Christian pews-

and Christian Sabbath schools?

Your own noble broad heart con-

-demns this inhuman spirit of-

persecution- this malignant hate;

but where do you find more of

it than in the Christian Church? '
I remember the odium you brought

upon your own glorious name- [none 7]

the less gloriocus in my eyes- for

the effort recently made to cover

it with shame, because you were

in favor of opening the gates

[of the] Congregational Church in Washington
without regard to color or race. To me

it matters not whether I am made

a slave by a christian or an infidel-
whether I 3M degraded by a church or

a theatre- I regard them all on a

moral level- and I have Neither reyverence
nor respect for either. You remind

me=- not offensively, that you were )
reared under a religious influence & training g different

seligious from those of mine. In

this you are fortunate- you would

say: blest. I think however, my religious
schooling- has done me good- in that

it has compelled me to test the value-
of ideas presented me in the name

of religion. When I was once com-
pelled to select between a [text ?] and
manhood- I chose the latter. I could
not run away and Obey [sic] my master
at the same time- but I did run-

away- and when I did this- I threw

off a religion of authority.




You will naturally ask me; then
Douglass- what have you now to
guide you? I will tell you: 1
have the general enlightenment of
the age- and my own moral convictions
of right and wrong- to guide me.
I have the truth- as open to me as
to the Infallible Pope pious [siec] IXtP- or
any of his Protestant feeble imitators.

On the question as to whether
Slavery was abolished by Devine [sic] or
human interlocution I nod [i.e. need] not dwell-
for you virtually admit- that God
does what men do, and that he
leaves undone what men leave
undone.

Very trulK yours
Fred®. Douglass-




.. :

4 £t
f«f?f%m-&g “inrf:a—-'

Z I/% MAZ{J?— ’}.9:&(‘_.5:#..-. ,éﬁ_f,.#_m/

Pl N I mﬁﬂ#ﬁ- /ﬁ'fﬂrﬂ |

m oz r”?"*f! ﬂ—wé‘,ﬂm.
ZFie Lo 7_ AT e s AN

%ﬂ?%j 'ﬂ—'_’—t /C‘ff-‘i—';o—'? Ay a-r-—dé‘_'f-ﬂ—

A(ﬁ;‘?ﬂ :Z rﬂ—fr- -y /
ﬁfr f_-r:"-r.’—-'f( e f%-f_' :"/ = A -t"'.-d':.

e e g

.—-’.A‘f.-f'?f ‘f—{!’- [ﬁ.*-'!_.-r‘; E

f//a’f,{;/ -/2 1,@

WEEENT N S P S ;ﬁ.a-—,k.ﬁ) e
L — ﬂ e%jé >
o Rt ‘:’--"Efé?—r-:i-ﬂ'ﬁm.

,zf-z::----fﬁ B 3 R P ==
T e /f _-— a2 — /7/ L

_ jﬁ&ma_ ? a7 oDy
g -;J-f-——-aa—ilf’ﬁff"ﬁdﬁ?# f’f’;’
ran e 2 S i@é{z;}; P~ s
Cﬂ_@ f - R TS
/f;/ﬂmm_ ey - e G







Riank No, 1.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH GUHPAHY

'm-rulvloﬂhl r Company regtkne that 1mw;uml¢d:l’ae|r-amlul shall b& wriiien on the :ma-uuln nks
ol ke wunder and subest to tha cesditlon dhnwhwl.u-:mﬂqnm bewtl @greed 10 LF Qe sandar of

whe :I'ull.ruiu: |.u|:u

'r'H . T- ECEERT, Gen'l Sup't, WILLIAM ORTON, Pres't:] o o
New Youx. 0. H. PALM_ER, Sac'y, Y

Dated. / it T ':0""‘ ........ e
Received at é
%xi g /A z 'J," //r'} o A e i___..f

A o
ﬁm S ] f., b iy 'ﬁfﬂ ,,Jz..f._lﬂ
0”7 .(“1‘; i .:.7;? rf //ﬂ'ﬂ‘#’

/}:ﬂu@ngd’:z e ﬂf‘-‘/{ J(’V

2 R,

L 4
r/‘f T S 5
/ﬂ ¢ s f"§
gy THIS TEI._EG )Hns JUST BEEN REGEWE THE DFFICE N

WIIERE AHY Rf; il-I‘IUULD BE !E]‘HT







D

e e e —

1.5 Patent Office, Forones .
Hadington N ity 13 150

ﬁ B o Ko war oo,

(). Nouveacr /£ H P

4. dekniy of te Ledevl

Gorrcvceded wntd  Gud &Taches & Lo Ui Lifoon
@ia.rffm?% cfefém-ff S rfﬁm.{m;f&m 4%‘, %{M@cﬁfﬂc /i’i;,
ﬁéﬁmmﬁ deeed acd ﬁ%ﬂfl\; Yz il i Yo
?ka.g D A afﬁm wd. e meer Lewelea
Lt Wm % w’Lu)é e Soon. allotier wd
é( A A I éfxz@zgﬁ;u %@4&@7&
aa. %ém:‘* é&é% 78 7{&0}&:’% @%«a‘me e

We Ppen i B lach Colirar fespte,
[Mr“ 22 &M/ 4 W e /Mﬁf«
u{éuaj% e Aave 2 ﬁzz%fi Werol, scrdor S/t HetAher,
L TN B/ A A AR AR |
ad flacte aw aler Guleaplalef. |

é&;;é? eed Mw il L Wﬂi&f‘ o |
&a Yt ergcd | o
? Phﬂﬂz %7 bk /- %@ EX \éﬂ[’.“/







vy onl) obude ' M-FFude AMehe of ; 2q meat.

- 7 . - CAAL o h .
g Lo it nde preny 909 wnOey 4 A :
/M.-tﬂiﬁ - M "r\%ﬁ-uﬁ o St @ B _ :\%h'{,?;z:, M{ /\7% A ,-:7

P Oy ke the ?/ J o /1/. M O G L2z

}MM\._A“‘Q L my”zg-aw:dw@ﬁ
MMMW/VW W;M%é\

__(;:) 272 ”}j ?;:/-; 'y

::h‘ g, IR S R D & e 45»@%
%T“ Nﬂ-u%? e Bh ity Vel 22%%.. MAM

Bt e ol L. K 7% XIS ev ) AT Zke
S by Y, and) ta otten Ol by T E

o AN 20A /V%(/tu.) wAlre wg,f‘/( A Q%

I REAE

\_.25'—%” flo 4 /fmz A Can 12l M«/hﬂ

ey 9% B0\ i orisions) wrw% P ,&J/ﬁg i oL e .



R ,ﬂqaﬁmm i C::--:..H L /7 ?i,
ﬁja mzfua \-v: .{:’E&j" Lz | = Cmﬁfg@,ﬂ.‘

(i /‘d’_ Wﬂm:)
e wg7 : i) " &7
2t A tan_ ™
s f’”"‘*‘/ G 7 L e f}h/

a1 A c/ﬁmxﬁaﬂmfmfﬁ- Bl W B it .
Ao Ho S/t oD Mo filolle Zigfit o |
Mﬁ, @D e ol P Can  —See oA e A 4-&?
,émw {"m.fr:p «/M O T r“?w_p/zw; Lt ot
f?cufw&\mi,m;],ﬂ@f/@lm&«;w?&
fonfuls, — Cotiat B wnth lh lozlins o
gLy e o Wherd VoY o) e
P Delfos iy Sfforn Mdliren bt
o) ohih—brp ke Some e, Mo tiraitld)
Croteon” ? %; MAP gh) ZZ;/ pmb{ﬂ-ﬂy {::@2’/{&:
A oy e M Ka ﬁdﬂud_m) : M Mg bl Ll
} M47 X I‘ g I
Jaieig. ) 1l be Al o b o) Al
M&h Oﬂ’fdibé M m‘év: (m.u.j m/{"—"wﬂ %&M
tre o Ol fa ﬁc,m\m{ma\ £ Cd&;&,—zrmﬁﬁ” fm—m:g

% gf‘d: 771 M‘m M2 lrreae /MKQLW it e &aﬂa‘,
foi . Juck Yo Offeinc. belivee. bl O 0w «baf

'&A:?M ém 4&,&41 ’ M :./ 'l.; MM-E?D Mlﬂci' ’ (T!E-‘!_@M

B /o //4‘1""“{“{ E e, doo, faa; o) %a‘rh% ; \r//. Zéﬁ,
19 } [ 5 i & w

o (6 mwﬂ_r % A y ;::f_f,,.,ﬁ‘hj /_m.l;}f G e @: Cal




	M91b09f045i001r
	M91b09f045i001v
	M91b09f045i002r
	M91b09f045i002v
	M91b09f045i003r
	M91b09f045i003v
	M91b09f045i004r
	M91b09f045i004v
	M91b09f045i005r
	M91b09f045i005v
	M91b09f045i006r
	M91b09f045i006v
	M91b09f045i007r
	M91b09f045i007v
	M91b09f045i008r
	M91b09f045i008v
	M91b09f045i009r
	M91b09f045i009v
	M91b09f045i010r
	M91b09f045i010v
	M91b09f045i011r
	M91b09f045i011v
	M91b09f045i012r
	M91b09f045i012v
	M91b09f045i013ar
	M91b09f045i013av
	M91b09f045i013br
	M91b09f045i013bv
	M91b09f045i013c
	M91b09f045i013d
	M91b09f045i013e
	M91b09f045i014r
	M91b09f045i014v
	M91b09f045i015r
	M91b09f045i015v
	M91b09f045i016r
	M91b09f045i016v
	M91b09f045i017r
	M91b09f045i017v

