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ADDRESS

OoF THE

@nion Republican Central Gommittee

OF THE CITY AXD COUNTY OF NEW YORK

T THE
REPUBLICAN ELECTORS

OF THE CITY AND BTATE OF SEW YORE.

At an adjourned meeting of the Union Republican Central
Committee of the City of New York, held at the Everett Rooms,
on the evening of Aungust Ath, 1869, Mr, Norman Stratton, from
the Committe appointed to prepare an address to the Republican
Electors of the City and State, submitted the following address,
which was adopted by acclamation, and ordered printed in pam-
phlet form for general distribution :

ADDRESS,

The Republican Party, as organized in the City of New York,
has become distracted and demoralized, and has ceased to be of
any benefit or nze. Two separate and antagonistic General Com-
mittees have, for the past three vears, kept up an existence, each
claiming to represent the Republicans of the eity. The Twenty-
third Street Committee claims for itself respectability and antig-
uity, while the Twenty-second Street Committee makes but one
claim, that of regularity.
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THE GREAT MABE OF THE REPUBLICANS HAVE KO CONFIDENCE IN
EITHER OF THEM.

A very large and respectable portion of the Republican electors
of the city have no sympathy with or confidence in either of
them, feeling assured that neither of them represents the masses
of the Republican Party, and that both of them are a frand upon
that party ; and they have been especially disgusted at the frands
perpetrated in the district Associations, in which little eliques of
three or four have kept entire control of such associations, nsing
them without regard to the best interests of the party, and for
their own selfish purposes—sending to the varions nominating
conventions, and to their General Committee, such delegates as
best subserve their personal ends. This large class of Republican
voters felt that they were nnrepresented by any General Com-
mittee, and that they were excluded from all participation in
the active working of the party. They felt that while acting as
individuals in their respective districts, with all the party
machinery, and the eunning and crafty devices of its workers
against them, they were powerless to bring about any better state
of things, or produce any good results whatever by or through the
instrumentality of existing organizations. Nor could they, while
acting as individuals, render any successful assistance in accom-
plishing that reform in the party here, so vitally essential to save
it from ruin and give it prosperity and success.

HOW THE NEW CENTRAL OOMMITTEE WAS COMMENCED AND OOM-
PLETED.

They therefore cansed meetings to be held in the several
Assembly Districts of the City, at which leading representative
Republicans were invited, who, after full and free consnltations,
sent a committee to meet a gimilar committee from each of the
other districts, to perfect some plan by which their efforts might
be united and strengthened by organization. These committees
thus assembled, after the ntmost harmony of views respecting the
necessity of organization as the best means of serving our beloved
party in the peril in which its professed, but false and selfish
friends, have driven it, with great unanimity decided upon the
formation of a Central Committee to be composed of delegates
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from each Assembly District in proportion to the Republican
vote therein. In many of these districts there were already
existing associations, which had been regularly represented prior
to this year, in the General Commiitee of Twenty-second Street,
but whose delegates to the same Committee for the present year
were excluded, althongh regularly elected, and for the purpose,
as well understood, of having delegates admitted from such dis-
tricts as were in sympathy with, or who could be manipulated
into the peculiar views, projects and schemes of that Committee.
In other districtas the Republican glectors have assembled, and
after canvassing the subject fully, have perfected organizations
and elected delegates to our Central Committee.

It is that Central Committee, thus formed, which now addresses
you on a subject of vital importanee to all the Republicans of the
State, and we hespeak from you a careful and candid hearing.

THE NEW ENROLLMENT MUST NOT BE BY THE TWENTY-SECOND ETEEET
COMMITTEE,

At the last State Convention, in July, 1868, a Committee was
appointed to report a plan to the next State Convention for har-
monizing the Republican Party in the City of New York. There
is but little doubt but that the recommendations of that Com-
mittee will embrace a new enrollment of the Republican voters
in each Assembly district, and the formation of new district asso-
ciations and a new General Committee. This is about the only
thing that can be done, and yet if this be done through the
management of the Twenty-second Street organization, it will
prove but a continuation of the present system of * elose corpora-
tions,” of ecraft, deceit, fraud and violence which so mark, mar
and characterize that organization, and in the end will not result
in harmony, but in discord and strife. If there were no escape
from the effects of fraud and violence, except through the instru-
mentality of its perpetrators, then, indeed, wonld the fature of
our party in this city be in a hopeless condition.

THE PRINCIPAL REASON WHY THAT ORGANIZATION EHOULD NOT OCON-
DUCT THE NEW ENREOLLMENT.

This is strong langnage; but let us look at the present state of
the party here, and then judge if it is not more than warranted.
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In each of the district organizations there is what is called a
“roll,” purporting to be a list of Republican electors of the dis-
trict. This roll is kept very sceret and close, and is not permitted
to be seen except by the favored few. It is supposed by some to
be in the eustody of the Secretary, but really and practically two
or three of the inner ring have the entire control over it; for it is
well known that whoever of them has control of the roll can elect
any ticket he pleases at the primary, and send such delegates as he
likes to any convention, and secure the eontrol over them. They
can add names to the roll on the shortest possible notice, without
fear of detection, and ean supply persons to vote upon those names
on equally short notice, regardless as to where they live, or
whether they are Republicans, If surprised by an unlooked-for
and strongly-supported opposition ticket, the “short ent ™ to trand
is then adopted by the inspectors, and a certificate of election
given the candidates of the * ring,” regardléss of the vote polled,
and upon this certifieate they receive their credentials to whatever
convention or body they are sent, and thus become  regular ™ de-
legates. Any attempt to expose the frand of these false certifi-
cates is denonnced as * bolting ” and * disorganizing,” and those
who make the exposure are stigmatized as “sore-heads.” These
things not only can be done, but have been repeatedly done, and
as long as the power to practice them is permitted the control of
such little *ring” is all potent and secure. It would be impossi-
ble within the limits of a brief Address to show, in detail, all the
humiliating and shameful abuse of the power thus held and exer-
cised ! Let it suflice to say that there is not a “roll” of any
district Association of what is known as the Twenty-second
Street organization which does not contain the names of hundreds
of Democrats—fictitions persons or non-residents of the distriet.

AN EXAMPLE OF HOW THE NEW ENROLLMENT WOULD BE CONDUCTED
BY THE TWENTY-SECOND STREET ORGANIZATION.

To show how the enrollment would proceed, if under the aus-
pices of the Twenty-second Street Committee, take the case of our
Second District, in which a new enrollment and election were
ordered in April last, under inspectors appointed by it. It is a
district with very few Republican voters, and yet a large crowd
assembled, led on by “Reddy the Blacksmith” (now a fugitive

»
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from justice), who, with his gang, bold, violent and threatening,
enrolled as Republicans, and afterward voted to elect officers of
the Association, and delegates to the General Committee, and that
General Committee knowing how the election of its delegates
from that district was accomplished, accepted them as truly and
duly elected. The enrollment in most of the districts would be of
that character if intrusted to that Committee.

EXPOSURE AND REFUTATION OF THE CLAIM TO REGULARITY, MADE
BY THE TWENTY-SECOND STREET GENERAL COMMITTEE.

But this Twenty-second Street Committee places all its claims
to respectability and recognition upon what it calls its reguiarity,
and upon that alone, it claims that its delegates to the State Con-
vention should be admitted, and that all others ehould be turned
away unheard, because of such assumed regularity. We ask you
for & moment to look at this claim to regularity in the light of the
facts surrounding its abnormal birth, and its quarrelsome and
disorganizing existence. That Committee, or at least a portion of
it as it now exists, was elected in December last. It was so pre-
arranged that in many of the districts there should be two sets of
delegates, who should elaim seats as such in the General Commit-
tee, and thus would certain men have a pretence to claim seats
there. And thus also the leaders of the scheme to make a General
Committee fo its own liking, regardless of the delegates who were
properly elected by the district associations, wonld have an oppor-
tunity to select the delegates they had caused to be sent there as
claimants of seats. The time for the delegates to meet for organi-
zation was the evening of the first Thursday in January, 1869. In
the afternoon of that day the place of meeting was taken possession
of by certain persons now in the control of that General Committee,
who, after inviting certain persons claiming to have been elected,
and excluding all others, held a meeting, and determined what
parties should be admitted or rejected as delegates in the formation
of the Committee for the evening—thus passing upon the qualifi-
eations of delegates to seats without a hearing or any evidence,
The proper delegates from many of the districts assembled at the
place of meeting at the advertised hour, and found the doors strongly
guarded, and were refused admission unless their names were upon
a paper which had previously been made up and placed in the hands
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of one of the doorkeepers. These delegates, regularly elected and
having their credentials with them, were for a long time kept stand-
ing ont in the cold, while the favored of the ring”’ could pass in
unquestioned. After remaining outside for some time, and after a
struggle on the subject from contending parties from within, the
programme was o far changed as to allow these delegates to be ad-
mitted into the room, and they were permitted to have their claims
to seats sent to & sub-committee, the members of which were all
against them from the start. That General Committee, after
waiting fonr months, went on finally and organized permanently,
and before the Committee on Contested Seats had reported, and
before it was known who were members of that Committee, and
entitled to vote for its officers. ~ The sub-committee finally reported
a simple conclusion to which they had come : that the sitting mem-
bers were entitled to their seats, but reported no fact or reason
whatever. As soon as the report was made a vote was imme-
diately had on its adoption, and, without giving any of the exclnd-
ed delegates an opportunity to be heard, or permitting the facts in
any one case to be placed before them, but putting all the cases
in one motion, though no two districts had any similarity of facts
or cireumstances, the question was put, and over forty sitting
delegates, whose seats were contested, were allowed to vote to
retain their own seats, and to exclude those who contested their
right to them. Thus was this * regular” Twenty-second Street
General Committee organized by the perpetration of gross érregu-
larities—manifest unfairness—by frand and an outrage on the
rights of others. Thus did they usurp power, in order to organize
themselves into a General Committee, thinking, doubtless, that
all unfair and nefarions ways by which they got the power would
be shielded and hid under the protection that they were *regular.”
Such unheard-of unfairness conld not but dissatisfy and disgust
the respectable and order-loving portion of the party in the city.

THE TWENTY-8ECOND ETREET COMMITTEE A FOSITIVE INJURY TO THE
PARTY.

A Committee thus organized by frand and violence, and by a pal-
pable usarpation of power, could not expeet to have the confidence
or countenance of honest, fair-minded men, or to be of any service in
promoting the prosperity and growth of the party they claim to
represent, and hence we find that since its organization it has been
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of no good, but a positive injury to the party. They have uni-
formly voted down propositions tending to harmonize the party,
and have disgraced the name of a Republican Committee by their
wranglings—their criminations and heated and passionate invee-
tives of those of their own body who dare oppose their “ring.”

THE REASONE FORE EXFPOSING THEIR DISHONORABLE ACTB.

We say these things in no feeling or spirit of hatred, animosity or
revenge. Wesay them with humiliation, sorrow and pain, We say
them because they are true, and because it is necessary for you to
know the truth, in order that you may be prepared to apply the
proper remedy and help us to make our party here a unit and a
useful and respected political organization. To bring about so
desirable a result, we have found it necessary to state these facts.
We have stated only such as we thought abeolutely necessary to
give you a clear view of the inside working of the party machinery
here.

THE REASONS WHY OUR ORGANIZATION WAS FORMED.

Ouar Central Committee has not come into existence as an
ephemeral faction, or with a view to redress any personal griev-
ances, or with any feelings of malice or revenge against any portion
of the Republican Party. A great necessity has called our Organi-
zation into being—the necessity of saving our party in this eity from
disintegration and ruin into which it was rapidly drifting. We
had no other alternative but to do as we have done, or see our
party in this city lose the respect and support of its best friends,
and become utterly demoralized and overwhelmed in its own
anarchy. We do not ask to be leaders of the party here, nor to
have the control of the party organizations; nor are we in any
cense the rival of any other Committee or organization. We
simply ask, for the sake of the party, that there should be a
thorough and radical reconstruction of our party in this city, and
we pledge our best efforts to assist you in that object. When
that is accomplished, and the party here has been harmonized and
monlded into one effective and usefal organization, we will be
content to work in the ranks for the success of the canse which
brought the Republican Party into existence.
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WHAT I8 PROPOSED IF THAT I8 NOT DMYNE.

Until that is faithfully, honestly and effectively accomplished,
our highest duty to the best interests of our party impels ns to
maintain our Organizations, believing that throngh them we can
hold the downward tendency of the party in check, and exert an
influence which will tend to the unity and harmonious working of
all the best elements of our party in the city.

WHAT THE BTATE CONVENTION SHOULD DO,

But how, or in what way shall the party here be reconstructed ¢
This is a subject that needs careful consideration. The first step
is to provide for a fair, careful and correct enrollment of Republi-
can electors in each distriet, and to keep from the rolls all other
names, and then provide for a dissemination of the rolls among the
members.  This will cure one great evil. But after all, very much
will depend upon the character, judgment and fairness of the per-
sons appointed to conduct the enrollment and the first election
thereafter. The State Convention cannot be too careful in dele-
gating this power.

WHOM WE REPRFAENT AND WHAT WE BELIEVE.

Believing that the movement we have inangnrated is for the
best interests of the Republican Party, and that the masses of the
Republicans of our city are heartily in sympathy with it, we do not
hesitate to declare that we now represent the great majority of the
Republican voters of this city, and that they will ask to be repre-
sented through us in the next State Convention. We represent
men who do not helieve that the main objects of a great political
party, or of its managers, should be to control the * spoils,” and
provide offices for its adherents, or to serve the ambitious private
schemes of either leaders or followers, but that it has a higher,
more useful and nobler aim—the extingunishment of chicanery, un-
fairness and deceit in the management of its affairs—the rooting
out of official bribery and corrnption, and the inculeation of the
principles of a true political manhood,
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WHAT THE REPUBLIOAY PARTY WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLIEH IF
PEOPERLY MANAGED,

The strength of the Republican Party in our city has never yet
been fully developed. Thousands of our best men have held aloof,
and abstained from attending onr primary meetings, beeaunse it was
plainly to be seen they were controlled by a few individuals in dis-
regard of everything except their own wizhes, and who have not
enjoyed general confidence for dizinterestedness, personal char-
acter or ability.

The desire to keep control of the party machinery, and transmit
the power to run it from year to year, is of more importance to
the so-called leaders, than an increase of the party vote. The
party is run by them too much in the interests of Tammany Hall.
Indeed in some districts it iz operated throngh the influence of
Tammany leaders. There is no reason why the Republican vote in
onr city should not be double what it is. Let the power to ruin
the party be taken from the hands of those who now eclaim the
right to eontrol it, and given to those who, if not so wise in the
craft of politieal deviees, have the wisdom to discern that an honest
and fair administration of the affairs of the party will best tend
to promote its greatest usefulness and its highest suceess. Let
the party become more liberalized. Let its representatives he
better distinguished from the representatives of another political
party in relation to ofiicial corruption. Let it stand forth, by its
avowed principles and its practices, the unrelenting foe of deceit
and dishonesty in all their forms, and we shall soon zecure the con-
fidence and the hearty support and eo-operation of the masses of
those who sincerely desire a *government of the people, by the
people, and for the people.”

CONCLUSION,

In eonclusion we have only to add that the duty we have felt
called npon to perform, in exposing the actions of an organization
elaiming to be the only regnlar representative of the Republicans
of New York, has been demanded of ns, lest we and the many
thonsands good and trne Republicans who do not sympathize with
that Committee, but discountenance its irregularities aud wrongs,
shonld be deemed as acquiescing in the course it has pursued, and
also that you might know the real condition of the Republican
Party in this city, and apply the proper remedy for the advance-
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ment and protection of its best interests. And we tender to you
in advance the hearty co-operation of the great body of the Repub- &
licans here, and the best wishes of all lovers of the harmony and
suceess of onr glorions Party everywhere, in all your efforts to
frustrate the machinations of thoze, who to aceomplish their -se]ﬁsh,'
and too often mercenary designs, wonld degrade, disgrace and
bring into contempt the Organizations of the Party, and thus
jeopard the snccess of its living and sacred principles.

EDGAR EETCHUM,
Chairman, pro tem.

Jonx J. O'Briex,
Seeretary, pro tem.

CurmiroPHER  Priosas,
NorMaw STrRATTON,

Groree P. Prrxas. Committee on

Jonx SEpGWick, Address, 5
Ernax Arves, > ]
Epcar Kercavn,
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