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WHAT SHALL BE DON

E FOR THE FREEDMEN ?

We looked with abhorence upun #he enslavement
of four millions of the African race in our own conntry,
but this is a small matter to the wretched condition
of one hundred and fifty millions of Pagans in Africa.
God permitted a better people than the Negro race
to remain in bondage four hundred years, The nation
refused to emancipate the Israelites, but God brought
them out with a strong arm. Our nation refused to
let the slaves go free, and they were not delivered
until many of the first-born had perished, and the
great host overthrown.

From the Egyptian slave sprang a great nation
God’s chosen people. But when emaneipated, they
were a degraded, cowardly people, unfit for self-govern-
ment ; and not until forty years’ tutelage under the
great Law-giver, and after the original stock had
perished in the wildermess, were they capable of civil
government,

Assuming that God has no less to do with the
affairs of men and nations now than in the days of
Israel, may we not fairly infer that light and know-
ledge shall be given to Africa by the Freedmen of the
United States? The Chrstisn and Philanthropist
may well ask what part they have to act in solving
the question.

The providences of God are wronght out by indi-
viduals ; and the vicissiludes of nations by the same
instruments. To create a civilized and Christian
nation on the western shore of America, He presented
powerful motives to avaricious man to move him to do
the work. The precions metal had lain miracalonsly
nndiscovered under the Spaniards’ feet for ages. Bat
in the fulness of time, the eyes of a better people
were opened. The result is known : a nation was
born in a day. Fducation and the Gospel followed
close after the miner, and in train, the wonderful
developments of commerce and ecivilization. The
thirst for gold moved the Pagan world to meet the
tide of Christian civilization, and to mingle with it.
latching its inspiration, the leaven is carried back,
and the results are now manifest. China and Japan
arve rising in the scale of naticns, and will, in due
time, enjoy the light of the Gospel.

Thongh the emancipation of the Tsraelites was so
stubbornly opposed, the Egyplians, strange to say,

Wirre Praxe. N. Y., Nov, 21st, 1867,

- -

gave them their jewels. Maxk, further, the analogy
between the two nations. The better portion of the
Southern people are becoming willing to give to their
former slaves more precious jewels than the Egyptians
—an eduoeation, to fit them for self-government, and a
hetter state of soeciety ; and it is most gratifying to
witness the efforts and large contributions made by
the people of the Free States to the same end.

We occasionally hear fossilized politicians eroak
about the inferiority of the African race. Late
developments prove that the negro in the South is
making rapid progress in education and practical
knowledge ; and it is not expected that it will requive
half of forty years to fit them to fight the Heathenism
of Africa, and to prepare them to take possession of
the land, and build up a nation whose God shall be
the Lord.

It may be said they will not go, and they themselves
may say, “ We have a right to live on the soil we have
tilled for ages.” DBut a Providence will discover
motives to encourage them to emigrate willingly. Many
indueements will be held out to them in the land abound-
ing in all natural resources of wealth, with inhabit-
ants ready to receive the religion and eivilization of
their redeemed race.

As the Freedmen bagomes enlightened, they will be
less and less satisfied with their social position in this
country ; and this, with the motives of temporal gain
in a fertile country, and withal, impelled by a mission-
ary spirit and a desire to evangelize their native land,
will work ont the great problem,—the redemption of
the African race. The present genevation will not
have passed away before the exodus begins.

Who will aid in the good work ?

There are varions organizations doing much to
promote the work of edocating the Freedmen and
advancing their physical and moral condition. The
different religions denominations have, in many of
their churches, a Committee or Trustees to receive
donations, and to forward them to the proper desti-
nation.

Will you not contribute to inerease the funds of
the organization, by paying what you can to the
Committee in your own Society, or to the one you
think can do the most good with the money?

FML ﬁoRDéM.
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